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OUTSPOKEN 


The Wall 

The threat by many groups to boycott the Sixth International 
Conference on AIDS in San Francisco once again focuses atten¬ 
tion on the U.S. government's absurd policy of not freely admit¬ 
ting HIV positive people to this country 

International AIDS groups have long been incensed that llte 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has blocked the 
admission of people with AIDS and HIV disease to the U.S. last 
year a Dutch health educator, Haas Paul Verhoef, was impris¬ 
oned when he tried to attend an AIDS conference in San 
Francisco. Despite the uproar that ensued, a similar incident took 
place months later when a Danish health worker was briefly 
halted at Logan Airport in Boston, and several more eases have 
been reported recently 

Now, wdh the world’s largest annual AIDS conference set for 
next June in San Francisco, national and international AIDS groups 
are furious that participants may be hatted as they enter this country 
The INS has responded by setting up a 'waiver" system 
which allows HIV positives to enter the country far 30 days if 
they apply for and receive an INS waiver. But, as AIDS groups 
around the world point out, such a system is Kalkacsquc in its 
absurdity. Applying for such a waiver breaches the confidentiali¬ 
ty which is at the base of good AIDS policy. While allowing a 
person brief entry to this country. « could subject the applicant 
to discrimination or quarantine upon returning home and lead to 
the cancellation of the applicant's posspon 

But beyond the immediate consequences to partiopants, such a 
system is inherently nonsensical The U.S. has the worlds largest 
AIDS caseload, and our government is doing virtually nothing to stop 
the spread of HIV within our borders. Indeed, repressive foreign gov¬ 
ernments could manufacture more logical excuses for excluding 
Americans on the grounds of our high rale of HIV infection than we 
could ever up for excluding their nationals from the US. And it’s 
obvious that if it's safe to aBow people with HIV into the country for 
30 days. It's totally illogical to exclude them generally. 

At any rate, AIDS experts universally reject restrictions on 
the free travel of HIV positives. And indeed they should. The 
world has little to gain, and much to lose, by any unnecessary 
bar to the free movement of peoples 

According to INS officials, their waiver system is the furthest 
they can go without new legislation from Congress. 
Congressional sources tell us that with the implacable opposition 
of Jesse Helms, any new legislation b virtually impossible. And 
international AIDS leaders tell us that without changes, a major 
boycott will occur next summer, hobbling the conference and 
greatly diminishing cs usefulness 

If it comes to that, the spectacle of the inability of the United 
States to host the International Conference on AIDS because of the 
homophobia and AIDS-phobia of our leaders will speak volumes 
about our nation's response to «s greatest modem epidemic ▼ 
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LETTERS 


Tim Sweeney 
Pro and Con 

Your editorial or>d news 
analysis of January 28 dWort 
Tim Sweeney's role In the 
selection process for a com¬ 
missioner of health m New 
YorkOty. *jo tol to present 
the basic tact that Tim. and 
GMHC. came out ogdnst Dr. 
Woodrow Myers' nomination. 
You Ignore Tim's yean of pas¬ 
sionate commitment to gay 
and lesbian rights ond his 
current struggle to preserve 
the ooaltton that is the cor¬ 
nerstone of the fight against 
AIDS In New York City. 

Tim, olong with the 17 
women and men on the 
mayor's search committee, 
volunteered his time and 
expertise to evaluate cand- 
dates for commissioner of 
health. The moment Tim 
learned there were serious 
additional questions about 
Dt Myers’ record on ADS. he 
advised me of the Issues 
involved and 1 sent a letter 
that day. January 8. to the 
mayor asking him to delay 
any appointment unt« otter 
an independent review was 
conducted. We also asked 
the mayor to Issue a policy 
statement recognizing that 
the New York City Health 
Commissioner must oppose 
mandatory reporting of 
names ond contact tracing 
of HIV Infected Indvlduats- 

Tlm realized the contro¬ 
versy over Dr. Myers could 
destroy the coaWon he and 
others hod worked years to 
create. We asked leaders of 
AIDS organizations In fho gay 
community and communi¬ 
ties of color to meet at 
GMHC on January 10. Over 
the next eight days. Tim 
struggled tirelessly behind 
the scenes to remain o 
bridge between all these 
groups. But on January 18. 
when Dr. Myers made Irre¬ 
sponsible statements to the 


press on the u» of quaran¬ 
tine In New York City. Tim 
Sweeney withdrew his sup¬ 
port of Dr. Myers os health 
commissioner He Joined me 
In Issuing a statement that 
GMHC cocid not support Dr. 
Myers' candkJocy 

Mayor Dinldns has mode 
his decision on the health 
commissioner and l believe 
that we must move on 
together The gay and les¬ 
bian community must coop¬ 
erate with all communities 
affected by AIDS. We need 
to develop trust not cMs/ve- 
ness. Tim has done nothing to 
betray ou trust. He took on a 
dWtedt assignment as a gay 
man and an AIDS advocate 
and carried It out to the best 
of his considerable uMttes. 

The focus of our attention 
must remain on Dr. 
Myers—he has not yet 
earned our trust. Dr. Myers Is 
ihe man we must educate 
ond vigilantly watch to 
make sure oil people with 
AIDS In New York City ore 
protected from discrimina¬ 
tion ond given access to the 
health care ond other ser¬ 
vices they desperately need. 

Jeffrey Draff. 

Execuflve Director. 

Gay Men's Health Crisis 

Manhattan 

(Editor * note: Mr. Bratt's 
assertion that Sweeney 
Informed him about prob¬ 
lems Myers record "The 
moment Sweeney learned 
there were serious adctnond 
questions.’ on Jon. 8. Is 
Incorrect. When OutWeek 
presented Sweeney wtth a 
long tot of ategotions about 
Myers on Jon. 6. Sweeney 
responded that, with the 
exception of the Clover Leaf 
Nursing Home Issue, he hod 
known about all the other 
allegations for quite some 
time. Despite this, he strongly 
defended Myers as the best 


poss&e canOdate tor com¬ 
missioner. 

Hod Sweeney actually 
blown the whistle on Myers 
’the moment he learned 
there were serious...questions 
about Myers record on 
AIDS.' as draft asserts. Myers 
would not now be health 
commissioner. 

Bravo to you ci for ca*ng 
on Tim Sweeney of the 
GMHC to resign. At ihe ACT 
UP meeting where you ecfto- 
rlal was discussed, someone 
criticized you tor 'canrtbab- 
Ing'ourleoders that'saseri¬ 
ous charge and I've heard It 
before, it Is too bod when 
gay groups get so obsessed 
wtth Inlighting and personali¬ 
ty clashes that the overall 
cause gets obscured and we 
should all guard against ihat 
happening. But It's unfair to 
accuse Outweek of Ihat mis¬ 
take In that caw. 

The tact is that while we 


have to guard against caml- 
boltring ou leaders, we oiso 
have to hold them account¬ 
able Every group or cause 
mat has ever succeeded has 
had some mechanism for 
hoklng Its leaders account¬ 
able. At present we. as gays 
in the age of ADS. have no 
such mechanism. The peo¬ 
ple running GMHC. who 
procftcaiy have the power of 
Ife and doom In ihe* hands, 
ore elected by nobody, 
answerable to nobody and 
con be recalled or held 
accourfabie by nobody. So 
when someone ire Sweeney 
gets coled upon to represent 
us dl on a search committee, 
ond oBows Myers to go 
through, ond men says, *1 
understand why public 
hecfth people want to quar¬ 
antine.' what are we sup¬ 
posed to do? Say. oh fine Mr. 
Sweeney, keep It up Mr. 
Sweeney, we don’t want to 
be accused of ‘canntoa*z- 
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hg' you k*. Sweeney so wel 
Juat keep ou mouths faut? 

I don't think to. We 
faould oswoys give ou Cod¬ 
ers some room for error, we 
faould afways reserve Judge¬ 
ment when mistakes are 
mode. But when somebody 
fucks up this bod. they Just 
have to go. 

I thank God Oufweeik Isn't 
akcsd to point that out. rma 
PWA and I God bless you aL 

Marvin Myeahon 

Manhattan 

Few penons in New York, 
or indeed the nation, have 
worked for as many years, 
with at much dedication 
and effectiveness, to protect 
the rights of lesblons ond 
gay men and people with 
HIV disease as has Tim 
Sweeney. Ccflng for hto res¬ 
ervation or flrlrxj Is an unwar¬ 
ranted reaction to the 
events surrounding the 
appointment of Dr. Myers as 


health commWoner. 

We vcfae Tim's role In ou 
communfty onormoufy. and 
we hope that he wB contin¬ 
ue to work with us and tor us 
and for many years to come. 
Nan Hunter 
BlRubensteh 
Aau Lesbian and Gay 
Rights Project 

As someone who has 
worked with TVn Sweeney tor 
several years on the growtrxj 
problem of homelessness 
anong people Mng vrfth ACS 
and related conations. I per 
sondty beleve It Is unfair and 
coufer-poducltve to demand 
hfc iwlgnchcn torn GMHC. 

Sweeney has done as 
much as ony other single 
IndMdual to move the city 
bueaucrocy towards fodrg 
up to the ravages of the 
AIDS epidemic. One exam¬ 
ple shodd suffice; Sweeney 
was tostrunentalln toundng 
the Committee for AIDS 


Funding (CAF). which Is a 
consorttun of over 30 of the 
major community-based 
AIDS organizations that 
armudy presents an alterna¬ 
tive budget to the city for 
finding ADS services. 

it wodd seem fakty dear 
that such contributions wll 
be far more critical In meet¬ 
ing the challenges aheod. 
than satisfying any Immedi¬ 
ate uge for symbolc blood¬ 
letting. 

Peter P. Smith. President 
Partnership for the Home¬ 
less. Inc. 

In o cMbed society, when 
someone causes Irreparable, 
disastrous harm to one's 
cause, one resigns, vokntart- 
ly. It matters not a whit how 
long one has labored In the 
past or how many good 
deeds one can take credit 
tor. What matters Is responsi¬ 
bly. and setting o tone, ond 
a sense of personal honor 


In England. In public Ife. 
anyone response for halt 
the damage Mr. Sweeney 
has done wodd have taken 
M responstotty and depart¬ 
ed. voluntarily, the doy 
Woodrow Myers wos 

The fact that k*. Sweeney 
is clinging to office Is an 
embarassment. The fact that 
a newspaper hod to cal tor 
his ouster is a scandal. The 
fact that Ns continued pres¬ 
ence Is spitting New York's 
gay community Is a tragedy. 

I look forward to the day 
when ou *gay leaders* me 
to the moral level of British 

Fraser G* 

Manhattan 

I agree that Woodrow 
Myers as hecSth commtalorv 
er Is a risky proposition, 
although I think Mayor Dink¬ 
ins Is correct In asserting that 
the post record does not 
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necessarily predkrt how the 
guy will do In New York. It 
seems to be In the nature of 
pubic health professionals to 
want to keep lists, contact 
people and Intervene 
aggressively. 

What I don't agree wtth Is 
the stridency of the ’Par¬ 
adise Betrayed* editorial. 
While the honeymoon with 
Dhldre Is over, o declaration 
of war Is premature. 

My analysis Is that the gay 
fofcs on the transition teom 
mode a bod cal on this one, 
and by the time the facts 
blew up In everyone's face, 
DMdns had to go cheod with 
Myers unless Myers voluntary 
puled himself out of consid¬ 
eration, which he obviously 
dfanotdo. 

I agree with Urn Sweeney 
that there are some last 
resort circumstances where 
Indtvtduais with HfV Infection 
who lock the appropriate 
sense of responsibility to 
restrain themselves may 
have to be restrained by 
society. I think the most rea¬ 
sonable way to go about 
the ’quarantine' Issue Is to 
tofc about appropriate pro¬ 
cedures and safeguards to 
ensure that this droconkjn 
Intervention Is only used as a 
last resort after proper courv 
seSng and monitoring have 
failed, which has been the 
approoch In New York 

As a Lambda boord 
member, l worked with Tim 
Sweeney for several years 
when he was executive 
director. I think your com¬ 
ments about him were too 
extreme. Tim has undoubted¬ 
ly learned some lessons from 
this experience and I'm sure 
Tom Stoddard and Marie W*- 
son have also learned from It. 
OufWeek should be critical 
and outspoken, but criticism 
should be tempered with 
progmatlsm and human 
understarxJng 

ArttxrS. Leonard 

Manhattan 

I am wilting to respond to 
your editorial ’Paradise 


Betrayed* and you Inaccu¬ 
rate depiction of Tim 
&veeney. 

m ockftion to being one 
of the founders of the New 
York AIDS Coaltion, an orga¬ 
nization working wtth more 
than 200 community based 
services and programs 
statewide. Tim Sweeney has 
been a leader, an advocate 
and a committed organizer 
for over a decode. 

Cc*tg for Tim's neOgnafton 
becasue his octton ’dfequall- 
fles him from any further 
Involvement* Is deplorable 
Your editorial blindly Ignores 
the work Tim has done In the 
legislative halts of New York 
Oty, Albany and WaWngton. 
You fd to mention how many 
times Tim has reached out to 
bdd bridges oc«o* the waters 
of a tuitxient commuiky. 

I hope Tim Sweeney 
remains a strong leoder who 
continues to fight the legtfo- 
ttve battles for funding, dvf 
ibertles and occess to qua»- 
ty health care. We couldn't 
win without him. 

Susan Stamler. 

Coord not or 

New York AOS Cocttlon 

Manhattan 

m al Ihe brcHiiaha about 
Tim Sweeney making a mis¬ 
take, one fact doesn't seem 
to be getting across People 
keep saying that Tim's mis¬ 
take was that he didn’t do 
his homework, that he dkJn't 
And out about Woody Myers’ 
record of les and homopho¬ 
bia until It was too late. Some 
even say Tim should be for¬ 
given because everybody 
makes mistakes *e that, and 
you don't shoot down some¬ 
body's whole career 
because of one imte mistake. 

But al of this Is based on 
a wrong premise- The fact of 
the matter Is that Sweeney 
DID do his homework. He DO 
know about Myers’ record 
al along. He admits It. 

The fact of the matter is 
that he recommended 
Myers DESPITS the fact that 
he knew about Myers' sup¬ 


port for ccntoct tracing and 
quarantine and al the rest. 

This I And absolutely urbe- 
lleveoble. The person who 
was responsible for looking 
out for gay Interests KNEW al 
this stuff and sold Myers was 
OK anyway? ft’s a disgrace. 

So Ihe fact Is. It wasn't a 
mistake. He did It on pur¬ 
pose. And if he doesn't 
resign or get fired, he can do 
It again. 

I don't care how great 
Tim Sweeney Is supposed to 
be. I think he’s a menace. I 
hope he leaves quletty. 

Marc Rosenthal 

Manhattan 

We have been slent long 
enough. 

It seems that eoch new 
issue of OufWeek contains yet 
another condemnation of 
Gay Men's Health Crisis, 
whether It be In a column 
written by an embittered for¬ 
mer coleague or a letter from 
one of the self-styled ’bad 
guys,* Ihe octMsts who are so 
ultra-chlc at the moment. 
Usually, the staff here at 
GMHC Just rd their eyes, try to 
lough off the often vicious 
and unfounded attacks with¬ 
out getting too enraged or 
feeling too hurt, and get 
back to work m our da#y bat¬ 
tle against HIV Iness 

But when those ottocks 
come from the editor of 
what purports to be ’New 
York's Lesbian and Gay 
News Magazine' then we 
feel competed to respond 
And although the editorial of 
January 28 cals for ihe resig¬ 
nation (or, more correctty. 
humHatton) of Tim Sweeney. 
It Is obvious who ihe real tar¬ 
get Is: once again, GMHC. 
It Isa matter of pubic record 
that GMHC never endorsed 
Woody Myers and, in fact, 
came out against his 
appointment on January 
18th. Nevertheless, you 
found it self-serving to use 
Tim Sweeney as an excuse 
to Indulge In the currently 
fashionable sport of GMHC 
bashing. 


Frankly, we are sick and 
tired of >t. We are tired of 
being characterized as the 
enemy, the big bad giant 
with no feelings. We are 
tired of the ’gay press' 
trumpeting our fallings and 
shortcomings and never 
mentioning the good and 
valuable work that we do 
every day. such as deliver¬ 
ing over 600 free meals 
each week In our recre¬ 
ation program, or creating 
the first educational pro¬ 
grams to reinforce safer sex 
behavior, or hiring a perma¬ 
nent. full-time lobbyist to 
represent the entire HIV 
community In Washington. 
We are tired of fanatics who 
feel that they have to mis¬ 
represent the facts and 
hoard credit for accom¬ 
plishments that are the 
result of coreful coalition- 
building and cooperation. 
We are fired of the serf-righ¬ 
teousness and Institutional¬ 
ized hysteria that foster 
shoot-fronvthe-Np criticism 
and lightning-quick judg¬ 
ments. 

GMHC Is certainly for 
from perfect. No one Is 
more aware of that foct 
than GMHC staff. But GMHC 
Is only one part of a very 
large picture. To suggest 
that one man, and by a gra¬ 
tuitous extension, the agen¬ 
cy he works for. Is responstte 
for the lack of leadership 
and cooperation In manag¬ 
ing the city’s HIV crisis Is so 
simplistic as to be criminal. 
You have fated to serve Ihe 
community you ddm to rep¬ 
resent. For this reason, we 
coil upon you. (Rote*o) to 
resign Immediately. If you 
refuse to do so. we cal upon 
the publsher of OuftMeefc to 
fire you 

Many of us held out high 
hopes for this magaiJne. But, 
fee the tabloid you sought to 
succeed. OutWeek has 
become arrogant, divisive 
and Insular At least It took Ihe 
Noftve several years to slide 
down that far; you've 
ocoomp*5hed It In a matter of 
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mortis. Tak about befrcvd... 
Stephen de Francesco 
Mfchoet DeMayo 
CrdgG. Harts 
VWefle Hoskins 
Am Hughes-Mnnen 
VtoBKanUia 
David Wott 

Gay Men's Health Crisis 

M y lover worta at GMHC, 
so please don’t print my 
name If you pubkto this letter 
I Just wanted you to know 
what was going on over 
there. They ore hopping, 
ranting, pissing, shttftng mod 
at OufWeek for saying Tim 
Sweeney should resign. I 
mean totoliy out of their 
minds. And you know why? 
Become your edtortaf Is Just 
another In on Increasingly 
long 1st of accurate. right-on 
target accusations about 
their out of touch attitude, 
these people are not used to 
being questioned For yean 
nobody could even question 
them, their methods, their 
decstons, ihei priorities, how 
they chose their leoders. 
They got real used to that. 

Along came ACT UP. 
which stole a little of their 
thunder, but not really, 
because ACT UP couldn’t 
really puMcIze their differ¬ 
ences. But then came 
OutW&ek. drogglng oil of 
GMHC's shit out Into the 
light of day where gay 
New York could read oil 
about It. Christ, ore they 
pissed. The holy AIDS mar¬ 
tyrs. who are actually the 
white bread wimps of the 
epidemic. 

Know what they’re doing 
now? Calng up 35 heods 
of the 35 biggest groups, 
asking them to write to sup¬ 
port Sweeney. Pathetic, eh? 

My lover may not want 
OufWeek In the aportment 
after r*. I may how to choose 
between him and OufWeefc. 
Geeze.toutfi choice 

By the way. you were right 
about Sweeney, even trough 
he It a hel of a nice ouy He 
gow m VVbody. kngtohanded. 
Wb'ie gong to need (XAMwk 


even more In the Sweeney/ 
yean to come 
Name withheld 
Manhattan 

Wxjtnervel Demandtry 
Tim Sweeney's resignation,,, 
who died ond named you 
the new Max Frankel? I 
swear. If It wasn’t for AIDS 
you queens would be bock 
dshin’ attitude from behind 
a sales cornier at Btoomles. 
Get over yoaselfl 
Gerard Flynn 
GMHC 

l do not think I've met a 
prominent gay person I 
respected more than Tim 
Sweeney. He has dedcated 
himself for many, many years 
to the fight for justice for les¬ 
bians and gay men Doing 
that tight, one of his special 
strengths has been his under¬ 
standing that we are not 
only lesbians or gay. but 
members of other communi¬ 
ties: racial minorities, the 
poor and the dlsodvan- 
toged. the disabled, 
women, people with AIDS. 
As Executive Director of 
Lombda Legal Defense, 
where I work, and now at 
GMHC. he has always kept 
his energies channeled Into 
hard work and substantive 
achievement, ovoldtog the 
backbiting, egoism and sefl- 
promotton that consume too 
many of us. 

cd for Tim’s res¬ 
ignation should be rejected, 
even by those who dtoagree 
with the Judgments he mode. 
Tim is too good, his record is 
too good, to demand his 
heod over one decfcion. 

Evan Wotfson, 

Staff Atomey 
Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund. Inc. 

1 hope i speak for both 
the gay/lesbian community 
ond the AIDS community 
when l thank you for the 
Investigative work which led 
to the uncovering of the red 
Dr. Myers, work which toodd 
have been done by oa sup¬ 


posed leoders. afl of whom 
failed us miserably. And I 
commend and support you 
coll for the removal of Tim 
Sweeney from hij position at 
GMHC. I'm sue this was an 
agonizing decision for you, 
and you courage in taking 
such a stand Is ail the more 
remarkable tor tts rarity in a 
time when compromise and 
acquiescence seem to pre¬ 
vail. To those who defend 
Sweeney by pointing to his 
past record. I say that In this 
escolotlng AIDS crisis, the 
only relevant question is. 
What have you done for us 
lately? Sweeney must go. 
and If he does not. then we 
must all ask ourselves why 
we should continue to sup¬ 
port an agency which Is so 
ready to sell us out. 

It scores me to think 
where we might have been 
headed were It not for you 
boldness and strength in 
picking up the bal others so 
recklessly dropped. You 
have pU us on guard. Thank 
you. OutWeek. 

Rick Mount 

Manhattan 

Last week It was ‘let's not 
scapegoat the one gay 
man on the search commit¬ 
tee.* This week It’s ‘off with 
his heodl* What will next 
week bring? 

As a GMHC staff member 
who has worked ctosety wtih 
Tim Sweeney for years. I 
want to tel you that you cal 
for his resignation Is ridicu¬ 
lous. He Is an incredibly 
effective advocate, as wel 
as ono of the brightest, most 
committed, progressive and 
well-loved people i have 
met in this or any movement. 

I find It hard to believe 
that you truly doubt Ni value 
to the AOS and gay and les¬ 
bian communities. I find It 
hard to understand why you 
Ignore his many, many 
occompSshmenls on behUf 
of those communities, no 
matter what you disagree¬ 
ments wtih him on any par¬ 
ticular Issue Ybu edHortal Is 


a classic example of dben- 
francttsed people getting a 
sense of power from carml- 
baWng thek own. 

Carto Cunningham 
Communications 
Associate. GMHC 

I am witting in response to 
you ecftorlal of January 28. 
1990—'Parodbe Betrayed.* 
h my opinion you oci upon 
Tim Sweeney to resign was 
unwan anted and ultimately 
could be dange*xtfy cKWve 
Tkn Sweeney has been at 
the forefront of the AIDS epi¬ 
demic for many years, suc¬ 
cessfully navigating a very 
dfflait couse. 

In you editorial you use 
the word compromtoe wtih a 
negative connotation— 
'compromise* means to 
know where to best expend 
one’s resources and to know 
which battles are wtnnabie 
and which are not. 

Every day leoders In the 
AIDS community must bear 
the ‘slings and arrows* from 
ou enemies; it is truly unfor¬ 
tunate when we begin to 
attack each other In this 
manner. We do not always 
have to argee with every 
action of ou coleagues, but 
If we col for an Individual's 
resignation every time we 
have a disagreement thero 
will not be anyone left to 
fight ou battles. 

it is my beief mot the loss 
of Tim Sweeney from the war 
on AIDS would be a dtaster 
for this community. I 
respectfully request that you 
retrocf your coll for Tim 
Sweeney's resignation 
Gay A. Mattel. 

Executive Director 
AIDS Cnfr/Queens Cnty. 

As an older member of 
our community, who has 
watched many movements 
and leoders come and go. I 
have some observations on 
you sad but necessary call 
for the resignation of Mr. Hm 
Sweeney of the Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis for his unfortu¬ 
nate. and untypical, but 
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fatal lapse in the Myers affair. 

tt has always seemed to 
me that the estabtahed gay 
leaden have lagged behind 
the sediments of the people 
they supposedly lead. From 
the days of the Mattochine 
Society, which I remember 
well, and then throughout 
the 60s, 70s and 80s. our 
movement has had a 
strange weakness. Ou lead¬ 
ers have always, wtth a few 
giortous exceptions, become 
enamored with power and 
prtveiege. They have often 
seemed w*ng to consign the 
true sentiments of the com¬ 
munity of aware gays to the 
trashfcin of *radootom* whle 
appropriating for themselves 
the respectable titles and 
perogattves of asslmlatlon. 

This drama has been 
played out over ond over 
again. 1 wouid wish. In the 
wasteland of AIDS, that It 
would stop, and that gay 
leaders would truly get In 
touch with those they sup¬ 
posedly lead. But Mr. 
Sweeney's comments In 
Outweek. and tonight on the 
90s TV show, demonstrate 
once again what a gulf 
exists between those who 
supposedly lead, and those 
who simply suffer. 

I'm too old to Judge. I'l 
leave that to the brash 
young people who put out 
Outweek Mogazlne. which 
by the way. could benefit 
from the Input of people my 
age. But 1 must agree that 
their attlQjeh mine wtth the 
analysis I have often 
observed. If you want to be 
a leader, then lead. In the 
case of a minority stfl terribly 
oppressed, it's hard to be too 
rodlcd, too angry. It's easy 
to crave respectably, and 
to betray your people In a 
useless and counterproduc¬ 
tive attempt at compromise. 

I apologize to Mr. 
Sweeney, who I hear Is a 
marvelous person. If my 
remarks offend. But I do 
think he should accept 
responslblty and step aside, 
at least temporarily. Some¬ 


times the best are called 
upon to make the greatest 
sacrifice. Hasn't It always 
been so? 

George Galey 
Manhattan 

it was wtth great dismay 
that I read your editorial 
which caied for the resigna¬ 
tion of Tim Sweeney. 

m the heat of this contro¬ 
versy. It is important that we 
not lose sight of Mr. 
Sweeney's long standing 
commitment and leadership 
m promoting fair and effec¬ 
tive AOS poldes which safe¬ 
guard the interests and rights 
of ai those affected by this 
epidemic. He has served as 
an effective odvocate at the 
local, state and federd levels 
and has lobbied successfully 
for ACS fencing, modcWon. 
he was Instnnnentd m Ihe for¬ 
mulation of New York State's 
landmark conridentldtty law 
m 1968. Mr. Sweeney has dso 
worked ardently to build 
coalitions of organizations 
representing the diverse 
communities affected by 
ACS m order to txid bridges 
and create a united lobby. 
We hope that he w* contin¬ 
ue m his leadership rde and 
remain as Depuly Executive 
Director of GMHC. 

As you stated. Mr. Dinkins 
made his final decision to 
appoint Dr. Myers as hedth 
commissioner. Ultimately, we 
must look to the mayor to 
ensue that the AIDS pc*cles 
and philosophies he promot¬ 
ed during his campaign are 
upheld and supported by his 
oppolntee. The greatest 
chdienge we now face is to 
retxAd, trust and strengthen 
alliances in order to move 
forward In our common 
struggle to overcome AIDS. 
Mlguelna Maldonado 
Executive Director 
Hispanic ACS Forum 

To be a gay man In New 
York Clly in 1990 Is to see. 
wtth pdn/j clarity, that there 
Is no longer and such thing 
as *the gay community.* 


TIM SWEENEY 

The most glaring case In 
point is your recent edtorid 
eding for the resignation of 
GMHC's Deputy Executive 
Director. Tim Sweeney. 

To cdl for Mr. Sweeney's 
resignation seems—ultimate¬ 
ly— the more unforgivable 
oct; It Is dso Ihe worst sort of 
of sensatlondlst editorializ¬ 
ing. The decision has been 
made ond we are best 
served by working together 
to ensure that Mr. Myers Is- 
tens to us and to our con¬ 
cerns. and that he octs with 
those concerns In mind. We 
are not at dl served by dfvt- 
slonism—on which, Ike The 
New York Native, Outweek 
seems to thrive. 

David Crdg Austin 

Ass't. Dir. of Education 

GMHC 

If It's reafy true that GMHC 
asked otter goups to write tet¬ 
ters h support of Tim Sweeney, 
ttey should go to hel. 

I'm acted of GKWC. They 
never ask me what I think. 
They don't care. But when It 
comes to this guy who let 
Myers In. dl of a sudden 


Photo: Lee Snider/Photo Images 

they're very concerned 
about what the community 
thinks. 

They should have thought 
of that a long time ago 
The heads of GMHC 
make huge Incomes. They 
should earn It. 

Sweeney Is a traitor who I 
saw on Out In The 90's. I 
can't beleve that he Is sup¬ 
posed to represent us. He 
should go work for the 
Republicans. They need 
him more than we do. 

I'm not an insider. I Just 
he here 

Name Withheld 
Brooklyn 

As on employee of the 
Gay Men's Health Crisis who 
has worked with Tim 
Sweeney for a year and a 
half. I feel I must respond to 
the editorial published In 
your mogazlne yesterday. 

Who are you reoiy after 
here? I think you should be 
after the truth in your own 
reporting. Perhaps you 
should also look at the enlke 
city's population with Its 
myriad health problems and 
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you might see that condo- 
tton. coalition-building and 
'compromise* are necessary 
In order to create a better 
hearth care system, of which 
HIV Is a major, but not the 
only. Issue foclng all of us, 
gay and straight. 

Have you Just arrived in 
New York City? There are 
axrttess battles that we haw 
won In the fight against this 
epidemic that might have 
been lost were It not due to 
(Tim's) abfflfles. Undoubted 
there w« be cotnlieas more In 
the Mure and he wf be need¬ 
ed to fij*it Ihem. Nbu <ze qdte 
Ignorant If you think anyone 
here at GMHC wtt take you 
cd for hb redgnatton seriously 

David Hodgson 

GMHC 

I om opposed to the 
unfortunate appointment of 
Dr. Woodrow Myers. Jr. os 
Heatth Commissioner of the 
City of New York. I strongly 
feel that he Is a most Inap¬ 
propriate choice. 

I have known Tim 
Sweeney since 1966. Innme 
datety It became apparent 
that Tim was an indvojai of 
unusual Integrity, bmiance. 
awareness and strength. 
Human rights. Inducing gay 
rights, especially as they 
related to the AIDS epidemic 
were of paramount impor¬ 
tance to Tim pereonaiy and 
professional 


People such as 
Tim do not come 
along very often 
and we need to let It 
be known that we 
support him as a 
leader even if there 
Is dbogreement wtth 
some of hb positions. 

I'm certain that 
Tim Sweeney wfl not 
stand silent for one 
moment If Dr. 
Woodrow Myers. Jr. 
attempts to do any¬ 
thing that would In 
any way Jeopardize 
the HfV/AlDS and/or 
gay community of 
New York City. 

Robert M.T. Diarlo. 
President 
Positive Action of 
N.Y. 

Manhattan 

Congratulations for your 
brllllont coverage of the 
Woody Myers case to being 
recognized as a force In the 
corrpettttve world of big city 
journalism by the kes of The 
New York Times. Newsday 
and the VUIoge Voice, you 
have elevated gay and les¬ 
bian Journalism In our city to 
a height it hod never before 
attained. This gives a new 
dgnlty not only to gay news¬ 
papers. but to gays and les¬ 
bians In general. 

But your most singular 
achievement in thb matter Is 
your extarordlnary call for 
the resignation of the deputy 
director of GMHC. By this 
act you have introduced 
Into our community a con¬ 
cept that until now It had 
entirely locked, by which I 
mean occouitabllty. 

Every group has to have 
a means of holding Its leod- 
en accountable Ihblseven 
more Important when, as In 
our case, we never have the 
tightest Input into who wtll 
become our leoders In the 
first place. 

Those who occept the 
glory, responsibility, power 
and. In the case of GMHC. 
the big sofories. must take the 


bad with the good, tou hove 
broken as much new grou-id 
In pointing this out as you 
have In bringing real profes¬ 
sionalism to gay Journalism. 
Again, my congratiiattons. 

P. Caswel 

Brooklyn 

Used to be that the 
Native cornered the market 
on vicious personal attacks 
and distorted commentary 
In our community. But you 
assumed their position, and 
their stature, when you 
squatted on Tim Sweeney In 
last week's edtortal. 

Why are you ready to 
serve as Judge. Jury and exe¬ 
cutioner of Tim's reputation 
before you've printed al the 
relevant facts? 

Like Chuck Ortleb or 
Leonard Goldstein, you're so 
full of anger and hate that 
you'd rather cal for a pubic 
shunning or burning than 
present your readers wtth all 
the facts. 

There are many heroes 
In our community, but the 
one I admire most 1$ Tim 
Sweeney. It's my percep¬ 
tion that, under Tim's lead¬ 
ership. GMHC has become 
our most effective force In 
state and city budget 
negotiations for AIDS fund¬ 
ing. Under Tim's direction. 
GMHC has killed dozens of 
bad bills that would've 
stripped PWA's and HIV- 
posltlve people of their 
few legal protections and 
their basic human rights. 

Our community deserves 
a paper we can trust. You 
can be that paper—but onty 
If you hold yourselves to a 
higher standard than you 
dkJ last week. You couid find 
no better way to demon¬ 
strate your commitment to 
that higher standard than by 
apotogtring to Tim Sweeney. 

David Hebcher 

GMHC 

it was wtth sadness that I 
reod Outweeks editorial 
caNng for the resignation of 
Tim Sweeney from Gay 


Men's Health Crisis, if we 
vaporize every one of our 
leaders who mokes o mis¬ 
take there wti be none left. 

While I am critical of 
some of Dr. Myers' former 
policies as commissioner of 
health m mdtona. I also know 
that Dr. Myers showed 
integrity when he resigned 
from Reagan's atrocious 
commission on AIDS. In 
short. Myers Is a mixed bag. 
But who Is better than Tim 
Sweeney to see that Dr. 
Myers gets whatever addi¬ 
tional education and prod¬ 
ding he needs to be an 
effective ond Just commis¬ 
sioner of heatth In New York. 

James Harrison, PhD 

Manhattan 

Just in case you hodn't 
noticed. THE RATS ARE WIN¬ 
NING. BIG TIM El Thank you 
for, at least, having the guts 
to cd the exterminators. 

Rodger Pettyjohn. 

RN.PWA 

I work for a not for profit 
organization that deals wtth 
ACS. Rumors spreod around 
here yesterday that our dree 
tor hod received a cd from 
GMHC asking (teUng?) us to 
write a letter to OulWeek m 
support of Tim Sweeney, 
whose resignation you ccfied 
for In your latest editorial. I 
didn't believe that GMHC. 
which funds our group, would 
stoop to make such a cal. 

Now, however. I hear that 
of last night’s ACT UP meet¬ 
ing Jeffery Braff. the GMHC 
drector. confirmed that they 
dd Indeed make such cots 

I don't reaky know what or 
doctor *4 do. I do Ircw. how¬ 
ever. whcl l m abotf Gk*C tor 
dkgadrg themrefres by mcktog 
sucharequest. 

It reaBy says It al about 
the siege mentality at GMHC 
that they couldn't simply let 
the chips fall where they 
may. and let people express 
their own opinions about 
what Sweeney did vis a vis 
Myers. It's obvious that they 
have no confidence that 
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anyone would come to 
Sweeney'* defense on their 
own. Instead. GMHC has to 
use their Immense power 
and financial Influence to tiy 
to Intimidate others Into sup¬ 
porting their resident Idols. 

OutWeek. you didn't go 
far enough in asking for 
Unde Tim's resignation- You 
rfxxJd have asked tor Jeffrey 
Braff to step down as we«. 

By the way, I loved the 
Kevin Kite Interview. That 
whole Issue was brllllont. 
Keep If up. We've been wal¬ 
ing for you a long, long lime. 
Mice lochevsky 
Manhattan 

fou should be ashamed 
of yourselvesl The twisted 
edtorld of January 28, ‘Par¬ 
adise Betrayed,' which 
demands the resignation of 
Tim Sweeney because of hk 
rote m the Myers affair, hos 
relegated your magazine to 
Ihe same Jouncflsflc liter box 
occupied by the New York 
Naffve. Welcome, lodes and 
gentlemen, to the arena of 
dlvtslveness, scapegoating 
and consplratlond fheorttngl 
I am employed at GMHC 
and work wtth Mr. Sweeney 
doty. He is me most selfless, 
levei-heoded and informed 
person I have ever hod the 
good fortune to associate 
with. Throughout the Myers 
episode. Mr. Sweeney kept 
the best Interests of Ihe ADS 
community as a whole—a 
community of coalitions 
omong gay men and les¬ 
bians, African Americans, 
Latinos, drug users and even 
heterosexual*—foremost. 

When Outweek was 
launched I had high hopes 
that New 'fork's lesbian and 
gay comrrxrtty would at last 
have a reasoned voice. 
Unfortunotely. your unbal¬ 
anced edtortd has marred 
those hopes. By attacking 
Tim Sweeney you wound the 
community you are sworn to 
serve. Even more appaBng, 
you seem to en|oy It 
GregLuglloN 
GMHC 


As the ‘notorious* health 
commissioner. Dr. Myers, so 
aptly noted. It Is not he who 
should be the‘enemy*. The 
enemy is the HIV virus and 
the pom, anguish and dev¬ 
astation It Is causing 

Nor tiouid there be a co( 
for a socrtfldci lamb to soothe 
the Ire and Ausfratton of those 
vho wouid have preferred a 
health commissioner less 
tainted but the sometimes 
absurd and damoglng real¬ 
ties of the potties of AIDS m 
the heefth care sector. 

Was the support for the 
recommendation of Dr. 
Myers IH-ploced? Possibly. 
Poss&y. Must we be vtglant 
h our oversight of the octlons 
ond directives of the new 
commissioner? Of course. 

Should Tim Sweeney 
resign? No. Shouid the board 
of GMHC demand his resig¬ 
nation? I shouid hope not. 

For If we lose Tim's abllty 
ond expertise, we will truly 
have hurt our efforts to stem 
the orkJ tide of this epidemic 
Ed Butler 

Assistant Administrator 

AIDS Programs 

The Vkoge Nursing Home 

My ‘moderate* recom¬ 
mendations? Focus our 
efforts on replacing Tim 
Sweeney at GMHC and as 
one of our representatives to 
the administration. Keep up 
the pressure on Dinkins and 
Myers to ensure that Dinkins' 
campaign promises on the 
issues of testing, trodng and 
quarantine are honored. 
Most Importantly, engage 
with Myers and Dinkins so 
that Myers wfii deal proac¬ 
tively and forcefully with 
constructive solutions to the 
ADS/HIV health care crisis In 
New fork Ctty. 

I feel personafly betrayed 
by Dinkins. I am opposed by 
Tim Sweeney. And I've been 
Inched forward to the point 
where Tm ready to become 
rrcre ocltvety Involved hsteod 
of sitting on ffre sldelnes com¬ 
plaining. I won't soon forget 
these feelings of hurt and 


betrayer However, I am con¬ 
vinced that It Is most Important 
to channel our anger In such a 
way as to change pubic po»- 
cy. rather than purely as ego- 
gratlfylng ‘venting* (even 
though that can be healthy 
from time to line). 

If he doesn't reOeem him¬ 
self. we can focus on ‘get¬ 
ting* Dinkins for this In 1993. 
when he Is up tor reeieciton. 

c tan 

Manhattan 

I hove Just Arkshed rearing 
you edtorial on the appoint¬ 
ment of Dr. Woodrow Myers 
as New York City's health 
commissioner and you Inter¬ 
view wtth Tim Sweeney fitted 
‘The Goy Mon Who First 
Backed Myea* 

I was very disappointed 
that you made this Issue 
Into a very unwarranted 
personal attack on Tim 
Sweeney. I did not expect 
this type of reporting from 
OutWeek. as I do expect It 
from another so-called 
community paper. 

After reading your Inter¬ 
view I And It hard to beSeve 
that It Is a U uredted version 
of what octudy was said. 

Calling for his resignation 
or that he shouid be ‘dsqual- 
iflod from any further Involve¬ 
ment' is Inappropriate. 
Mayor Dinkins Is the person 
who should be held account¬ 
able for this appointment 

While you aftock on Mr. 
Sweeney may ‘make rtvet- 
Ing reading' I'm sue It also 
sens papers. 

James A. Fteklng 

Manhattan 


We support Outweek In 
callng for the resignation of 
Tim Sweeney as a deputy 
director of GMHC and In 
cakng GMHC's board to lie 
him If he does not resign. 

Richard S. Hoymes. 
Christopher Henneliy. Elliot 
Gfcert. Jhn Davis. Brad Lamm. 
Michelle Vanvoorhles, K. 
Green. Stephen N. (tosenbush, 
Robin Houeter, Jamie Leo, 
Michael Perelman. Walter 
Armstrong. Trtsh Mars*. Mario 
delaTorrlente. Bill Cullen, 
Adam Brooks. Anfriony Nobte. 
Scott Wald. Deborah Gavtto, 
Marvin Shulmon. Jeffrey 
A/onoff, Jeffrey Engel. John 
Crates. Sandor Katz. Joe B. 
Franco. F.P. BUanouchas. R.D. 
Goldsworthy. Victor Mendola. 
Patrice T. Nolan. Cynthia C. 
Acosfo. James Wagner, Slvto 
Lanaro. Jon David Nalley. 
Craig Paul. Chris Reids. Andy 
Hckes. Kevin O'Connor. Henry 
foager. Robert W. Getso. Barry 
Schwartz, Carl Sigmon. Kathy 
Otter. Russel E. Pritchard. Lou- 
rte Weeks. Rand Snyder. John 
Reynolds. Bob Camyre. Jef¬ 
frey Grtglok. Jere Starnes. 
John Arakel, Robert Olmo. 
Rick Mount. Mark F. Suxxlre, 
Vincent Boucher. Mlchoel 
Elsenhower. Steven Nesseirolh. 
Tom Glodwell. Evan Cohen. 
Ronald F. vigglani. G'doll 
Braverman. Jean Elizabeth 
Glass. Richard Granger. Jef¬ 
fery Wise. Wayne Shldeler. 
David Lopez. Timothy C. 
Prairie, Steven Grodman. 
James A Baggett. David M. 
Gross. John Stumpf.$haron 
McCluskey. G*>ert Martinez. 
Richard Jockman. Barbara F. 
Hughes. 


Corrections: 


Due to o typo. Mark Harrington's Pottlcd Science 
column last week contained a foctual error. It was 
1798. not 1978. when 103 patients were diagnosed 
wtth syphkj at New fork Hospital. 

Because of a proo treating error, the fourth column 
of Clff O’Neil's Atlanta Journal contained a stray sen¬ 
tence fragment. (Just Ignore It.) ▼ 
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News 


Anti-Gay Bias Charged in 
Staten Island Murder 


by Gabriel Rotallo 

NEW YORK—Politicians and gay 
and lesbian community leaders 
expressed outrage last week over a 
murder in Staten Island that police axe 
calling an anti-gay bias crime. 

James Zappalorti. 44, a disabled 
Vietnam veteran and life-long resident 
of the Charleston section of Staten 
Island, was brutally stabbed to death 
Monday night on a beach he fre¬ 
quented near the Arthur Kill. Police 
have arrested Michael Taylor. 20. of 
Staten Island, and charged him with 
second degree murder in the case. 
Another suspect, Philip Sarlo, 26, is 
still being sought. 

According the Ntw York Post, Tay¬ 
lor has indicated in a confession that 


the motive for the murder was the 
belief that the victim was gay. Taylor 
•basically said that because Zappalorti 
was homosexual, he got what he 
deserved,' a police source told the Post 

Gay leaders and politicans were 
quick to react. A demonstration has 
tentatively been planned by a diverse 
group of gay organizations for next 
week on Staten Island. 

The publicity generated by the 
murder, which has received major 
play in the city's dailies, is drawing 
attention to the epidemic of anti-gay 
violence sweeping the country in the 
wake of AIDS. 

The murder has also refocused 
attention on the anti-bias legislation 
currently under consideration in 


Albany. That legislation would 
enhance penalties against those con¬ 
victed of bias crimes, and includes 
sexual orientation in its protections. 

Both Mayor David Dinkins and 
Governor Mario Cuomo issued state¬ 
ments on the killing. Dinkins’ state¬ 
ment said, in part, *We all become 
victims when one of us is killed 
because of the color of their skin, reli¬ 
gious beliefs, ethnic origin, disability 
or sexual orientation. I again urge the 
State Legislature to pass* the bias 
crimes bill. 

Cuomo said, The tragic death of 
James Zappalorti Is another reminder 
of New York’s need to speak out 
against bias-related crimes. It is inex¬ 
plicable that New York State lacks 
even basic criminal sanctions for vio¬ 
lations of human rights.* 

Statements condemning the vio¬ 
lence were also issued by Comptroller 
Elizabeth Holtzman, Manhattan Bor¬ 
ough President Ruth Messinger, Staten 
Island Borough President Guy Moli- 
nari, Bronx Borough President Fer¬ 
nando Ferrer, City Council President 
Andrew Stein and Cardinal John 
O'Connor, who said that people ‘who 
perpetuate violence in any form 
against homosexual persons...are 
doing violence against Christ himself.* 

The cardinal continued, ’Any¬ 
one who does such a thing thinking 
it is justified by church thinking 
about homosexual behavior is gross¬ 
ly ignorant of what the church actu¬ 
ally teaches.* 

Neither Ferrer’s nor Molinari’s 
statements referred directly to the 
gay-related bias motive purported 
by police. 

Victim Tauntad 

According to police, the incident 
began on Monday night as Zappalorti, 
a quiet man who lived with his elder- 

Sm murde* oa a 
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News 


Gay Man Appointed NYC 
Mental Health Chief 


by David Kirby 

NEW YORK—During the uproar 
and controversy that surrounded the 
Jan. 19 appointment of Dr. Woodrow 
A. Myers. Jr. as the city's new health 
commissioner, another important 
event was nearly buried in the politi¬ 
cal fallout: Mayor David Dinkins that 
same day appointed a gay Black nun 
to be commissioner of mental health. 

As AIDS activists cried foul over 
Myers’ record in Indiana and Dinkins 
scrambled to defend his appointee, 
Dr. Billy E. Jones was introduced to 
the press as the new Commissioner of 
Mental Health. Mental Retardation and 
Alcoholism Services. 

Jones is the first openly gay per¬ 
son to be appointed to a commission¬ 
er-level job in New York Gty history. 
The Jones announcement was made 
on a Friday afternoon rife with 
rumors that Dinkins was about to 
appoint Myers. By the time the mayor 
introduced Myers to the press—later 
that evening—the world had ail but 
forgotten Dr. Jones. 

It wasn't until the next day. in a 
New York Times article, that the public 
learned of Dr. Jones' sexual orienta¬ 
tion. No other news source reported 
that Jones is gay, nor was this infor¬ 
mation included in the city hall press 
release on his appointment 

News that the city now had a gay 
commissioner trickled slowly into the 
lesbian and gay community Many 
people were pleased, and somewhat 
reassured by Dinkins' action, but oth¬ 
ers were far more skeptical about the 
mayor's motive. 

Trying to Daft act Criticism? 

Several AIDS activists thought 
Dinkins had scheduled the two 
appointments to coincide in the hope 
that a gay appointment would deflea 
some of the anger in the community 
over the selection of Myers. 



'If that was 
his plan, it won't 
work. Wc do not 
sec this as fixing 
the problem creat¬ 
ed by the Myers 
appointment,' ACT 
UP spokesman 
Alan Beck told 
OutWeek. 'This 
will in no way stop 
us from pressuring 
Dinkins and Myers 
to institute rational 
and sane AIDS 
policies.' 

But Bede said 

he felt 'cautious uncmav 

optimism' from the MAK,N6 HISTORY 
appointment noting that *it‘s a step 
back in the right direction after the 
mayor trampled all over us with Myers.* 

City hall aides interviewed by 
OutWeek denied any attempt to gloss 
over the Myers controversy by 
appointing a gay man the same day. 

'Both men had to be cleared by 
the city’s Conflict of Interest Board, so 
they could each take on a second 
source of income,’ explained one 
Dinkins staffer. 'The review process 
for both of them was completed at the 
same time As soon as they were 
cleared, we made the announcement.* 

Aides said Dr. Jones' homosexu¬ 
ality was not publicized as a matter of 
policy. "We don't announce if some¬ 
one is straight or Jewish or Asian It 
doesn’t matter as long as they are 
good,* commented one 

Dr. Jones is no* oblivious to the 
speculations on his appointment— 
and its timing—but doesn't feci he 
was 'used' by the mayor to placate 
angry AIDS aaivists. 

The lively, energetic Jones, 51, 
was interviewed in his office at the 
Bronx's Lincoln Medical Center, where 
he will continue to work as medical 


-£>«. 'illf £ Jones Photo: David Kirby 
director before taking office on Feb. 1. 

'Dr. Myers and I were both cho¬ 
sen independently, and our appoint¬ 
ments were announced separately,* 
Jones said, there was no connection.' 

Jones said he was aware of 
'many questions’ surrounding Dr. 
Myers, but added that people 'have 
little choice but to give him a chance. 
Alter all, he Is the health commission¬ 
er. He and I will have to work togeth¬ 
er as a team.* 

Goals for tho Noxt Four Yoars 

Turning toward his goals as 
commissioner, Jones said he was 
looking forward to promoting mental 
health in the lesbian and gay commu¬ 
nity. and to sensitizing city mental 
health workers toward the special 
needs of the community. 

*J want to help people understand 
ilia: being gay is not a mental health 
problem, although there are gays who 
suffer from mental illness,* Jones said. 
'I want to help people understand 
that, if they are against gays and les¬ 
bians, then they have a problem.' 

Jones said he will Improve cur- 
S •• MENTAL HEALTH 
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News 

NJ Mandates Name Lists 
for HIV Positives 



by R. Sugden 

TRENTON, New Jersey—A state 
senate bill that started out protecting 
the confidentiality of HIV antibody 
blood test results was turned into leg¬ 
islation requiring the reporting of 
names of people who test positive. 
The bill was signed into law by out¬ 
going Governor Tom Keane. 

A small demonstration Jan. 22 by 
ACT UP/NJ, which protested the new 
measure at a joint session of the legis¬ 
lature where newly-installed Gover¬ 
nor James Florio was speaking 
resulted in one arrest. 

The bill was passed by the New 
Jersey State Senate in late December, 
and signed into law as one of Gover¬ 
nor Keane's last official acts. 

State Senator Wynona Lipman 
(D-Essex County) originally intro¬ 
duced the bill to insure penalties for 
improper disclosure of the confiden¬ 
tial lists kept by state health 
ties of people with AIDS or 
AIDS-rdatcd complex. 


But amendments to the bill in the 
state assembly weakened the punitive 
measures for breach of confidentiality, 
and inserted language that made it 
mandatory for all persons to report 
‘the name, address and Social Securi¬ 


ty Rex Wockner 

MONTGOMERY, Alabama—In a 
national test case, a federal judge here 
ruled Jan. 9 that the state's quarantine of 
IflV-amilxxly positive prisoners does not 
violate their constitutional rights. 

U.S. District Senior Judge Robert 
E. Vamci justified his ruling by arguing 
that ‘homosexual activities and per¬ 
sonal violences as yet appear to be an 
inescapable part of life in the volatile 


ty number...of a person who has or is 
suspected of having AIDS or HIV 
infection" to the New Jersey Public 
Health Council. According to the New 
Jersey Department of Health, there 
are 50,000 to 70,000 people infected 
with the virus in that state. 

On learning of the amendments, a 
group of AIDS activists met privately 
with Senator Lipman, who assured 
them that she would withdraw her 
name as sponsor, essentially killing the 
measure. But a few weeks later the bill 
was passed with her support. Lipman 
could not be reached for comment But 
on Jan. 12 she told the Star Ledger, a 
New Jersey daily newspaper. This bill 
will allow the department of health to 
receive relevant information on the 
horrible virus while maintaining the 
privacy of the patient.* 

Diane Palladino, coordinator of 
the New Jersey Women and AIDS 
Network, has reservations about con¬ 
stitutional rights and the new law. 
‘When (the law) says 'suspected,' 
what are we talking about? A gay man 
or woman who goes to a doctor for a 
Sm NJ USTS on pagi S2 


to either male rape or the possibility of 
HIV transmission via blood-to-blood 
contact during fights. 

Judy Greenspan, AIDS information 
coordinator for the American Civil Lib¬ 
erties Union National Prison Project, 
charged that Varner displayed an obvi¬ 
ous bias against both prisoner and gays 
throughout the trial, and ‘just didn’t 
hear any of the evidence we presented 


Alabama HIV 
Prison Quarantine 

prison setting,* an apparent reference 
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*Thc whole trial was just one 
unlikely scenario after another,* she 
said. They discredited prisoners by 
asking them if they had been 
involved in homosexual relationships. 
It was abusive to have to sit in that 
courtroom. I felt so badly for the 
prisoners.* 

Alabama quarantines its 1)0 male 
HIV-positive prisoners at Limestone 
Correctional Facility near the town of 
Capshaw. A mud) smaller number of 
women are quarantined at Julia 
Tutwiler Prison near Montgomery. 

Department of Corrections offi¬ 
cials say the prevalence of gay sex and 
I.V. drug use in the state's prisons 
makes the quarantine necessary for the 
protection of uninfected inmates 

The ACLU has fought on behalf 
of the HIV-positive prisoners for 
several years and received an 
important boost this week when 
U.S. News and World Report pub¬ 
lished a major investigative news 
feature blasting Limestone’s Thun- 
derdorm’ quarantine building as 
The House Of the Dead [where] the 
men with their dreams have already 
been buried—alive.* 

Inside tha HIV Units 

In the summer of 1988, this 
reporter visited Alabama's HIV quaran¬ 
tine units while traveling with ACT 
UP/New York's Lesbian and Gay Free¬ 
dom Ride. 

At that time, HIV-positive prison¬ 
ers had no access to AZT of pentami¬ 
dine. and doctors were not checking 
their T4 cell counts to determine the 
stage of their infection. These prob¬ 
lems were finally resolved in the 
Spring of 1989 through the work of 
the ACLU. 

'The only way I get any AIDS 
information is to call my brother-in- 
law,* one of the female prisoners 
explained during the 1988 interview. 
*At firs* I was writing to the govern¬ 
ment for information, but the warden 
came and jumped down my throat.* 

The first one of us was put on 
old death row all by herself for eight 
months,* recalled another female pris¬ 
oner. "She sat there for eight months, 
eating off paper plates and with mag¬ 
gots all over her and her food. They 
only took her garbage away twice a 


month. They told her she had two 
years to live.* 

*At first we had to wear yellow 
masks, gloves and plastic on our 
legs,* said a third woman. 'After 
we'd make a call, they'd wipe the 
phone with alcohol.* 

The ten women prisoners said 
they were denied access to all prison 
programs, including those that would 
qualify diem for early release. They 
were not allowed to go to church ser¬ 
vices, could not participate in prison 
recreation and were given one hour 
per week in the library. 

The women’s biggest complaint, 
however, was a requirement that 
they tell potential employers they 
arc HIV-positive. 

*As it stands, we can only get 
out of here on parole,* explained one 
woman. ‘And in order to make 
parole, you have to have a job lined 
up in the real world. But in trying to 
get a job, you have to tell them 
you're positive. The the job just never 
comes through.’ 

•It’s a catch-22,’ acknowl¬ 
edged a prison official who sat in 
on the meeting. 

One day later, the Freedom 
Ride visited Limestone’s male quar¬ 
antine unit and heard the same sto¬ 
ries. The men also had no access to 
AZT, pentamidine and T4 tests. And 
they did not, and still do not, have 
access to condoms. 

■Everybody in here has a 'hus¬ 
band' or ‘wife,’* explained one prison¬ 
er. *A guy fucks his 'wife' at night and 
then probably has sex with five other 
men during the day.* 

Other inmates estimated that 95 
percent of the HIV prisoners have 
unprotected anal intercourse on a reg¬ 
ular basis—risking the dangers of mul¬ 
tiple exposure to differing strains of 
HIV and to numerous co-factors 
involved in the progression from HIV 
infection to AIDS. 

The Freedom Riders complained 
to the prison's head nurse before, 
leaving Limestone and were told that 
any discussions of condomes 'would 
have to be taken up with the Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections ' 

The ACLU is appealing the Jan. 

9 decision upholding Alabama's HIV 
quarantine. T 
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News 

Cops Nab School Teachers 
in Gay Sex Sting 


by Rex Wockner 

HOLLAND, Michigan—Ottawa 
County sheriff’s deputies—in a com¬ 
plicated sting operation utilizing a gay 
informant, shirtless police officers, a 
teenagcd decoy and a list of local 
homosexuals—have arrested four 
school employees and two other men 
near the city of Holland, charging five 
of them under the state's "gross inde¬ 
cency* statute. 

According to sources, the opera¬ 
tion began several months ago when 
a gay man, Tim VanDenbelt, plea-bar- 
gairvcd a sex-offense case in exchange 
for a promise to help police find gay 
men who might be having sex with 
minors. 

Among many other activates, Van- 
Denbelt reportedly provided police 
with a list of local gays and helped 
arrange a Jan. 10 party at the home of 
Garry Miller and Stanley Van Kolkcn. 
Miller works for the Ottawa Area 
Community Education Consortium 
and Van Kolken is a reading teacher 
in the Grand Haven Public Schools. 

According to Jeff Swanson, Exec¬ 
utive Director of the Michigan Organi¬ 
zation for Human Rights [MOHR], 
VanDenbelt, undercover sheriff's 
deputies and a 17-year-old boy 
attended the party and "orchestrated’ 
the evening in such a way that Miller, 
Van Kolkcn and two other men were 
eventually charged, variously, with 
"attempting to procure an act of grow 
indecency, soliciting to commit an act 
of gross indecency, exhibiting a sexu¬ 
ally explicit performance and furnish¬ 
ing alcohol to a minor." 

Two additional men who were 
not at the party have also been arrest¬ 
ed as part of the undercover opera¬ 
tion. Ottawa County Sheriffs Lt. Lee 
Posma said a teacher at West Ottawa 
High School was taken into custody 
at the school two days earlier and 
charged under the gross indecency 


statute. The next day, an assistant 
manager at Signature Rentals was 
charged with distributing a sexually 
explicit videotape to a minor. 

Representatives of MOHR and 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
have denounced the sheriffs depart¬ 
ment operation as "gay-bashing," 
■entrapment* and "a witch hunt." 

Swanson has further charged that 
police who attended the party set up 
the arrests by taking off some of their 
clothes and misrepresenting the 17- 
year-old youth as an 18-year-old. 
ironically, the age of consent in 
Michigan is 16, and Swanson says he 
has "no idea" why authorities have 
filed charges relating to "a minor." 

James Catchick, a lawyer repre¬ 
senting one of the arrested men, has 
also charged that police are sensation¬ 
alizing the events surrounding the 
arrests. 

"What it ended up with," 
Catchick told The Grand Rapids Press, 
"is two couples invited to a party, one 


by Rax Wockner 

New York’s Lambda Legal 
Defense and Education Fund is fed 
up with a New Jersey State Police 
operation that has entrapped 540 men 
in a toilet on the New Jersey Turn¬ 
pike, and on Jan. 24 the law firm 
declared war on the "racket." 

In an unusually lengthy press 
release. Lambda detailed the police 
"abuses* at the rest stop toilet and 
announced that it had filed a 
"friend-of-the-court" brief in support 
of two of the victims. 


of which talked dirty and another 
who distributed a commercially pro¬ 
duced tape that (police] considered 
dirty." 

MOHR's Swanson said that "to 
the best of my knowledge no sexual 
activity ever took place at the party." 

The sheriffs are trying to cause 
people to believe that there is some 
big situation involving gay school 
teachers and minors," Swanson con¬ 
tinued. "(VanDenbelt] tried to orches¬ 
trate the maximum amount of 
violations—getting people to do 
things with cameras and recorders, 
making numerous phone calls to 
make sure the evening would come 
off the way the sheriffs wanted it to. 

"It’s reprehensible that police find 
themselves doing sting operations in 
people's private bedrooms where no 
sex even happened." Swanson said. 

Ken Snapp, general manager of 
Signature Rentals, agreed that "the 
whole thing was a setup. The police 
Sm TEACHERS on |Mt« 52 


According to Lambda, at least 540 
men were arrested for ‘lewdness" at 
the Vince Lombardi Rest Stop 
between Feb. 1988 and Oct. 1989. 
and the operation—56 officers 
strong—continues today. 

"The overwhelming majority of 
these arrests followed a disturbing 
pattern," Lambda said. "Plainclothes 
state troopers, usually working in 
pairs, spent hours standing at urinals, 
approaching men and engaging in 
flirtatious behavior. 

"The troopers routinely pretend- 


Lambda Targets 
NJ Rest Stop 
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cd to masturbate, soliciting physical 
and sexual contact with men at the 
urinals and in stalls through winks, 
leers, stares and smiles At the least 
indication of reciprocal interest, the 
troopers made an arrest, flouting 
standard New Jersey requirements of 
procedural fairness. One trooper 
alone scored nearly 100 arrests," 
Lambda charged. 

David Morris, spokesman for the 
New Jersey Lesbian and Gay Coalition 
has further charged that the police 
"use young, plainclothes police offi¬ 
cers in tight jeans, who often expose 
themselves hard." 

They use hunks—what 1 called 
in my (legal) brief ‘young and osten¬ 
sibly handsome troopers,” Wolfson 
said. "It doesn't often get to the 
point of the officers displaying erec¬ 
tions, but when it does. 1 imagine 
there's a certain titillation and possi¬ 
ble sexual gratification that some 
(straight copsl get out of the domina¬ 
tion and pursuit this operation is 
based on. You don't have to be gay 
to have a boot-licking fantasy." 

Stale Police Superintendent Col 
Clinton Pagano has said that the 
assignment to patrol the rest area is 
very unpopular among troopers, but 
at a Jan. 11 public meeting, Sgt. 
Joseph Brennan said many troopers 
choose to work the rest stop to rack 
up overtime. 

Vfalfson tagged the operation "a 
lucrative racket for the locality and a 
game for the troopers." He said 532 of 
the 540 men have been found guilty 
and fined $805 each, "raking in" more 
than $200,000 for the local township 

Criticism of police tactics in the 
operation comes on the heels of 
charges that New Jersey troopers have 
harassed Black motorists by randomly 
pulling over and frisking those driving 
expensive cars. 

Lambda also charged that the rest 
stop blitz follows similar "abusive 
raids* in cruisy public parks and 
porno bookstores. 

Lambda's fricnd-of-lhc-court brief 
was co-filcd by the American Civil 
Liberties Union of New Jersey, the 
Ami-Violence Project of the New Jer¬ 
sey Lesbian and Gay Coalition and 
the New York City Gay and Lesbian 
Anti-Violence Project. ▼ 
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Out Takes 


Woody 
Myers: A 
week in 
review 

NEW YORK — Mayor David 
Dinkins' appointment of Indiana 
Health Commissioner Dr. Woodrow 
Myers to the top post at this city 
health department sparked protests 
last Friday at city hall and again in 
Times Square on Saturday night, 
where ten people were arrested 

Just hours prior to that demon¬ 
stration. Louis Van Slyke. one of 
two people threatened with quaran¬ 
tine in Indiana by the Myers admin¬ 



istration, spoke at a press confer¬ 
ence at the Gay and Lesbian Com¬ 
munity Center. Van Slyke. who was 
flown Into town by ACT UP, came 
close to tears as he described his 
experience after someone anony¬ 
mously "denounced* him to the 
health department as a "recalcitrant 
carrier* of HIV. 

Indiana policy does not permit 
those reported to leant the name of 
their accuser. 

"My concent is for the people of 
New York of any sexual orientation or 
group, because Dr. Myers may violate 
their civil rights. He violated mine,* 
Van Slyke stated, adding, "Do away 
with Gestapo tactics * 

Monday, on the floor of ACT UP 
and at the offices of gay and AIDS 
organizations throughout the diy, the 


debate over Myers' appointment 
raged on, fueled in part by an Out- 
Week editorial published that day 
which called for the resignation of 
Tim Sweeney, Deputy Executive 
Director of the Gay Men’s Health Cri¬ 
sis, whose support for Myers was cru¬ 
cial to the recommendation made by 
the mayoral search team on which 
Sweeney sat. 

On Tuesday, when Myers 
appeared at a conference on the poli¬ 
tics of AIDS at Montcfiorc Medical 
Center in East Harlem, he was greeted 
by a small group of pickets outside the 
building, and a league of AIDS activists 
inside asking for his ideas on AIDS- 
related issues. 

In an attempt to calm the squall 
which erupted after revelations were 
made by this magazine about Myers' 







support of quarantine, name report¬ 
ing, contact tracing and about his 
contentious relationship with Indi¬ 
ana's gay and lesbian community, 
Myers told the audience, *1 am con¬ 
cerned that we can all remain dear 
on who the enemies have to be in 
this epidemic.* 

He added, "The enemy is HIV, 
not the people who arc trying to 
defeat the virus.* 

But Myers also got his first onc-on- 
one dose of New York-style AIDS 
activism, when he dodged giving a spe¬ 
cific answer to a policy question asked 
by ACT UP member Steve Qu ester, say¬ 
ing only that he would need time to 
properly develop his agenda. 

'How much time. Dr. Myers?* 
Quester shouted. ’People arc dying 
now.* 

Later that day at city hall, Deputy 
Mayor Bill Lynch met with the heads 
of all of the city's AIDS service organi¬ 
zations in a closed-door session 

And on Wednesday, an article in 
the New York Post printed mayoral 
press secretary Albert Scardino s con¬ 
firmation that Dinkins has, in fact, 
threatened to fire Myers if he attempts 
to implement an HIV-related quaran¬ 
tine program here like the one he 
managed in Indiana. 

Meanwhile, the February edi¬ 
tion of Indiana’s gay newspaper, 
New Works News . went to bed early 
in the week with the headline. 
'Myers should have been fired. 
Homophobic state health commis¬ 
sioner going to NYC.* 

The paper also printed a box 
entitled *12 reasons Hoosier gays 
don’t want Myers back,* which 
accused the embattled doctor of 
’mealy-mouthed hypocrisy.* 

Myers is scheduled to return to 
New York to take charge of the health 
department in early April. 

While some in the gay and 
AIDS communities are digging in 
their heels, most who opposed the 
appointment of Myers have begun 
to speak of healing the huge rift 
that has erupted among the many 
communities affected by AIDS, and 
to look towards setting a unified 
AIDS agenda for the health depart¬ 
ment prior to Myers' arrival. 

—Andrew Miller 
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Out Takes 

St. Patrick’s 
111 go to 
court 

NEW YORK—The defendants in 
the ACT UP demonstration that dis¬ 
rupted church services at St. Patrick's 
CathcdraJ on Dec. 10 are in the early 
stages of preparing their defense, an 
attorney for the group said last week 
Forty-one people arrested on mis¬ 
demeanors have so far been arraigned 
on charges ranging from resisting 
arrest to criminal trespass, but have 
not yet decided whether they will 
attempt to plea bargain a settlement or 
proceed to a trial, according to Jill 
Harris, an ACT UP attorney. 

Most of those arraigned were 
arrested inside the cathedral 

Harris said that the District Attor¬ 
ney's Office had hinted that some 
form of community service might be 
required in a negotiated settlement to 
the cases. The maximum possible 
penalty for a misdemeanor conviction 
is six months in fail and a $500 fine 
Harris also said about half of the 
defendants planned to represent 
themselves In court. March 1 Is the 
next court date for those facing mis¬ 
demeanor charges. About 70 more 
people charged with violations, a less¬ 
er charge, arc scheduled to appear in 
court for arraignment on Feb. 7. 

Last Monday, some of the 41 
defendants held a private discussion 
during an ACT UP meeting, but were 
*unable to reach a conclusion as to 
how to proceed," according to Ann 
Northrop, one of those arrested. 

A spokeswoman for the DA's office 
said on Jan. 19 that a prosecutor had 
been assigned to the cases only recent¬ 
ly, and that no substantive progress had 
been made toward their resolution 

But some observers believe that 
because the demonstration garnered 
so much publicity, most of it negative, 
and was denounced by public figures 
from the city council (see next story! to 
the Vice President of the United States, 
the DA's office will be pressured to 


handle the cases more harshly than is 
customary in civil disobedience arrests. 

— Robert V. Wolf 

Friend to 
the end 

NEW YORK—Members of the 
New York City Council were so out¬ 
raged by ACT UP’s demonstration at 
St Patrick's Cathedral Dec. 10 that the 
legislative body best known for its 
legislative torpor speeded through an 
unqualified condemnation of the dis¬ 
ruption of the church service Dec. 19- 
"The zealousness with which 
some demonstrators carried out their 
freedom of speech Interfered with the 
rights of others practicing their reli¬ 
gion," said the bill’s sponsor. Council 
Majority Leader, Peter Vallonc (D- 
Quecns), in a prepared statement. 

He added that he was "pleased 
that the Manhattan District Attorney's 
office plans to prosecute those arrest¬ 
ed in the cathedral to the fullest 
extent possible for disrupting religious 
services, which would be a Class A 
misdemeanor punishable by up to 
one year in jail." 

The cases have not yet come to 
trial. At the time of his statement, 
which was backed up by Council- 
members June Eisland (D-Bronx), 
Jerome O'Donovan (D-Staten Island), 
Noach Dear (D-Brookiyn), Walter 
McCaffrey (D-Qucens) and Wendell 
Foster (D-Bronx), the defendants had 
not yet been arraigned 

The council's resolution was tout¬ 
ed as unanimous And that ted Manhat¬ 
tan Borough President Ruth Messinger, 
who at the time of the vote sail sat on 
the council, to issue a statement dis¬ 
tancing herself from the council’s posi¬ 
tion, which she termed "ill-considered." 

■| was not present in the chamber 
for the vote, but if I had been there. I 
would have objected to this bill." 

Calling the resolution inappropri¬ 
ate for attempting to influence cases 
which are still pending in the courts, 
Messinger continued, "The council 


▼l 


resolution did nor explidry take note 
of the life and death motivations of 
the protesters. While the council has 
the right to question tactics, we must 
always recognize and respect motives 
of integrity, and must also observe the 
delicate separation between the 
courts and legislative bodies." 

Because the bill was passed by a 
voice vote, there is no record of who 
else was present at the time. 

—Andrew Miller 

Gay journal¬ 
ists, straight 
newspapers 

NEW YORK—The nationwide 
American Society of Newspaper Edi¬ 
tors has instigated a major survey of 
lesbian and gay journalists employed 
in daily newspapers. 

At the behest of the society's 
president, the survey contacted 210 
people who agreed to answer ques¬ 
tions concerning issues affecting les¬ 
bians and gay men who are full-time 
professions in the Reid. 

Leroy Aarons, Senior Vice Presi¬ 
dent of News at the Oakland Tribune 
and one of the few openly gay editors 
at the daily, was assigned the job of 
overseeing the project. "I feel very 
strongly that (being lesbian or gayl is 
an important factor in the newsroom," 
says Aarons. "It's a silent minority that 
doesn't find expression In our news¬ 
papers and offices." 

Recruiting gays who are profes¬ 
sionals in the survey questionnaire 
Add, Aarons compiled 100 questions 
that asks about newsroom attitudes 
towards lesbians and gay men, health 
insurance and AIDS, degree of being 
"out" to other workers and editors 
and coverage of issues relating to les¬ 
bians and gay men 

The report for the survey will be 
presented at the annual convention of 
the society in Washington, D.C. In 
April. —it. Sugdcn 
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Albany AIDS 
eviction 

ALBANY—A Presbyterian minis¬ 
ter with AIDS, after accusing his land¬ 
lord of discrimination in a complaint 
filed with the sate, was served with a 
notice of eviction last week 

The Rev. Daniel Ritchie of the 
United Church of Christ on Jan. 20 
was given three days to vacate his 
apartment in papers served by the 
Albany city marshall. Early last week, 
Ritchie’s attorney was scrambling to 
obtain a say of the eviction order. 

An Albany City Court judge stayed 
the eviction order last Tuesday, and a 
hearing to discuss the merits of eviction 
was scheduled for the following day. 

The minister, who supervises 
church programs for people with 
AIDS and the homeless, complained 
to the Albany Human Rights Division 
and the state’s AIDS Discrimination 
Unit last year that his building’s man¬ 
ager had his car towed and destroyed 
his garden in two separate acts of 
harassment. According to Ritchie, the 
manager had singled him out for 
harassment because he is gay and has 
AIDS. The manager could not be 
reached for comment. 

The landlord's attorney, Richard 
J. Herman, described the case as a 
‘simple landlord-tenant dispute.’ The 
eviction centers on Ritchie's refusal to 
pay $86.50, withheld from his rent in 
response to the towing and damage 
to the garden. The small sum, Ritchie 
said, underscored the fact his landlord 
is motivated by discrimination. 

Ritchie’s attorney, Guido Loyola, 
said that he planned to argue in Albany 
County Court that the eviction should 
be stayed pending a determination on 
Ritchie's discrimination complaint. 

The dispute has been covered in 
Albany newspapers and was the topic 
of a local television show. Ritchie said 
Friends had been camped out at 
Ritchie’s apartment for more than a 
week, keeping an eye out for the city 
marshall. ‘I’m wiped out and feeling 
exhausted and nauseous and rotten.’ 
Ritchie, who was diagnosed in Jan¬ 
uary. said. *1 could just curl up and 
die nght now, but I’m not going to.* 
Even before his landlord trou- 
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Out Takes 


Wes, Ritchie said he was outspoken 
on the issue of AIDS discrimination. 
*1 decided to be vocaJ about it so stuff 
like this doesn’t continue," he said. 

—Robert V. Wolf 

Holtzman 
names 
lesbian to 
top post 

NEW YORK — Elizabeth Holtz¬ 
man, the newly-elected city comp¬ 
troller, has appointed Pamela Elam to 


Pam Elam (latt) with Elizabeth Holtzman 

serve as director of her office of com¬ 
munity relations, a senior post in the 
comptroller's office. 

‘I’m proud that Pam is joining 
my staff," Holtzman said in a press 
statement. "She has long been 
active in issues of concern to the 
lesbain, gay and women’s commu¬ 
nities, and to all the people of New 
York City." 

Elam will be responsible for 
ensuring community access to the 
comptroller, and for communicating 
with the various communities 
throughout the city. 


‘I’m delighted to be working 
with Elizabeth Holtzman." Elam told 
Out Week. 'I want our office to reflect 
and respect the diversity of our city." 

Before joining Holtzman’s 
staff, Elam was legislative aide to 
Councilmembcr Miriam Friedlan- 
der, where she drafted legislation 
and established the council com¬ 
mittee on women. Elam also served 
as deputy campaign manager and 
field director for Holtzroan’s 
comptroller campaign. 

Elam, a 1988 recipient of the 
Susan B. Anthony Award for grass¬ 
roots leadership from the New York 
chapter of the National Organization 
for Women, has also served as the 
chair of NOW’S Lesbian Rights Com¬ 


mittee from 1966 to 1967. 

She sat on the board of Gay and 
Lesbian Independent Democrats from 
1967 to 1969 — Mark Chcsnut 

Toys aren’t 
us 

TUPELO, Mississippi—The presi¬ 
dent and vice-chairman of the TOYS 
R US retail chain said Jan. 23 that the 
corporation meant no offense to gays 


and lesbians when it apparently 
responded to pressure from funda¬ 
mentalist Christians by pulling its 
commercials from the ABC television 
program tbtrtysometbing. 

In November, an episode of the 
program showed two gay men in 
bed together who had apparently 
just had sex. 

The American Family Association, 
based here, complained about TOYS 
R US’ sponsorship of the episode and 
AFA members subsequently received 
form letters from company vice presi¬ 
dent of advertising and marketing 
Ernest Speranza. The letters read; 

"Needless to say, we were very 
disappointed with the content of the 
episode in question. We have can¬ 
celled our remaining commercials on 
the program tbirtysometbtng and are 
in the process of reviewing all our 
TV sponsorships to determine if they 
are in keeping with our strict guide¬ 
lines and standards." 

On Jan. 23. TOYS R US President 
Robert Nakasone said that TOYS R US 
has "nothing against gay and lesbian 
people. To the contrary," he 
explained, "we arc against adult situa¬ 
tional programming for our commer¬ 
cials. We have done similar pulling of 
commercials on other programs that 
are heterosexual or gay. We’ve pulled 
commercials off the Fox network for 
content that we thought bordered on 
poor taste." 

Nakasone denied that the deci¬ 
sion to stop advertising on thirty- 
something was connected to the letter 
from AFA members, saying the 
episode in question violated the cor¬ 
poration's own standards. 

"It would be a total overstate¬ 
ment and an over-dramatization to 
say that (the AFA) made us change 
this," he said. 

Steve Miller, media committee 
chair at New York’s Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation, called 
Nakasone's comments "mish-mash 
double-speak jibberish. 

TOYS R US advertised on thlr- 
tysometbtng before, but this adult situ¬ 
ation was the adult situation that 
caused them to pull their ads,' Miller 
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said. "What the gay couple did on 
the show was absolutely tame com¬ 
pared to what straight couples do. 
The gay couple did not even kiss 
whereas straights have been shown in 
estatic lovemaking. 

*It is obviously a homophobic 
pulling of ads,* Miller charged, “and 
we intend to pressure all such adver¬ 
tisers to adopt guidelines that do not 
discriminate against gay content or 
characters.* 

GLAAD assistant director Karin 
Schwartz added that ‘whatever 
TOYS R US’ motivation for pulling 
the ads. it had the effect of playing 
into the AFA’s campaign against the 
program. The company’s failure to 
disassociate itself from the homo- 
phobic views of the AFA,* she said, 
•has enabled the group to data that 
corporate America will not support 
positive depiction of gays and les- 
bianson television.* 

In a letter, GLAAD has asked 
TOYS R US to formally state that it 
does not avoid gay-themed TV shows 
and urged the corporation to give 
money to one of the social service 
agencies assisting gay youth. 

—Rex Wockncr 

First gay 
group in 
USSR 

Moscow—The Soviet Union’s first 
gay group has come into existence. 
•Friends in Moscow* has sent a letter 
to the International Lesbian & Gay 
Association informing ILGA that they 
now have 20 members and are meet¬ 
ing on a regular basis. 

According to ILGA information 
secretariat David Murphy, they asked 
for information on ILGA and what we 
were doing and that son of thing. 
There was a return address in the 
Russian alphabet and I sent them a 
sample ILGA bulletin and information 
on our July conference in Stockholm.* 

The group did not provide a tele¬ 
phone number and has not yet 
responded to ILGA’s mailing. 

Murphy is based at the Swedish 
Federation for Gay and Lesbian 


Rights, RFSL. 

Meanwhile, other Swedish 
activists are working to bring gays and 
lesbians from the nearby Soviet repub¬ 
lic of Estonia to ILGA's 12th World 
Conference July 1-7 in Stockholm. 

According to Dodo Parikas, a 
journalist at the Swedish gay newspa¬ 
per Reporter, his Estonian gay and les¬ 
bian acquaintances want to come to 
the gathering but, due to the political 
upheaval in the Soviet Baltic 
republics, have no way to acquire the 
necessary hard currency. 

Swedish and American gay jour- 


-▼ 

nalists have Informally discussed a 
possible campaign to funnel hard cur¬ 
rency to the Estonians. 

The emergence of a gay group in 
the USSR follows the evolution of for¬ 
mal gay organizations in the past two 
years in the East bloc nations of 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hun¬ 
gary, Poland and Yugoslavia. 

All five nations sent representa¬ 
tives to last year's ILGA conference 
in Vienna, leaving only Albania, 
Bulgaria and Romania lacking con¬ 
tact with the international gay/les¬ 
bian movement. — Rex Wockncr 
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News 


“I was shaking so badly I couldn't sign 
a check to get more booze." 


Lesbians, Alcoholism 
and Recovery 


Hghting lnvtabthry is a scrim of occasion 
al articles on subjects not often dacussed 
in relation to the lesbian communMy. Tha 
ts the /burst article In that writs. 


by Eva Yaa Asantawaa 

J. VtV admitted we were powerless 
over alcohol—that our lives bad become 
unmanageable 

—from the Twelve Steps of Alco¬ 
holics Anonymous 

*ln the hospital, the psychiatrist 
asked me, Do you think you're an alco¬ 
holic?'. says Helen*, looking back 16 
year*. 'No,' I said, 1 just come from a 
family of heavy drinkers.' He recom¬ 
mended that I go to Alcoholics Anony¬ 
mous. I Anally realized I had no place 
else to go, no one else to call, nothing 
else to do I was drinking a quart of 
booze a day and taking Valium to stop 
the shakes, to be able to function. That 
became an addiction, too * 

At 36, hailing from a middle-class 
African-American family in Chicago, 
Helen had at Ant looked to all the world 
like a model of success. In truth, she was 
crumbling apart inside, her drinking jeop¬ 
ardizing her supervisory nursing job as 
she missed more and more days of work. 
It destroyed her friendships, too, as she 
withdrew from people, lashing out at 
those who voiced concern about her. 
After a few weeks home, convalescing 
from an accident—time alone with much 


* Author's Note Iphotdlng the AA tradI 
lion of anonymity, members of this and 
other Twetie Step programs do not Identi¬ 
fy themselves by their full names either 
within program meetings or when speak 
Ingtoihe media 


drinking and little eating—Helen finally 
took a look at the frightening physical 
shape she was in and that led her to a 
hospital and ultimately to AA. After some 
of the bumps and detours not uncommon 
among alcoholic* new to recovery—*! 
stayed sober for six weeks and celebrated 
by having a drink and went hack to the 
old patterns*—Helen hit bottom 

•After about three weeks. I was shak¬ 
ing so badly I couldn't sign a check to get 
more booze,* she said *1 knew that no 
one would cash It 
for me.* With the 
help of another 
AA member who 
look her in for a 
week, Helen regained her sobriety, and 
die s been sober in AA since April 1974 

'It's not (hat I gave up anything,* she 
saya. *1 got rid of a lot of misery and 
replaced it with something positive * 

*1 used to think, Tm not getting 
drunk today, I haven't lost a job, so I’m 
not an alcoholic,'* say* Barbara C. With 
two year* of hard-won recovery In the 
Adult Children of Alcoholic* (ACOA) pro¬ 
gram, now she has enthusiastically corn- 
mined to AA as well. 

•When my twin sister went into AA 
nine-and-a-half year* ago. I got very self- 
conscious about my own drinking After ail. 
Td been the more dominant and successful 
one while she was slwiys in trouble. I 
looked at how very sick my mother had 
gotten from drinking: She's a tight-assed. 
controlled drinker with a lot of denial. So, I 
started to taper off 

Td go to AA meetings and enjoy 
them. I understood these people Their 
humor was my type of humor Eventually, 
1 stopped drinking, drugging, smoking 
altogether, found a good therapist and 
joined ACOA.* 

Recently, Barbara C. attended an 


ACOA-rclatcd fiveand-a-half day inten¬ 
sive in-patient rehab for co-dependence 
(the unhealthy, compulsive patterns of a 
person who, typically, is in a relationship 
with someone who is addicted or com¬ 
pulsive). Graduates of this rehab say it 
fosters rigorous honesty about oneself 
and one's life. She agrees: 

This was the best thing I did for 
myself. I'd had a lot of resistance to iden¬ 
tifying myself as an alcoholic, but this 
made me ready to take AA seriously.* 

At the 
time of this 
Interview, 
Barbara C. 
had complet¬ 
ed 37 days, one day at a time, with AA 
sobriety. She sounded joyous and strong in 
her declaration that AA was her new fami¬ 
ly, where she wanted to stay. The Twelve 
Steps sre s life and death matter I cannot 
live without them * 


When Helen first joined AA, she was 
shocked to learn that, no, she wasn't the 
only lesbian in the meetings she attended 
(though she was one of only a few Black 
women and, for a long lime, fek separate 
from them because of class differences) 
*AA was loaded with lesbians! During my 
first week. 1 was taken to a lesbian meet¬ 
ing. and it was packed On a crowded 
night, there might be 30 of us.* And, as 
AA rapidly grows (along with other self- 
help recovery programs adapted from the 
original AA model), she's seeing many 
younger lesbians join. *1 was in trouble 
with alcohol in my mld-20s,* she says, 
‘but I didn't know it was alcoholism * 
Today's young lesbians have more 
information about addiction and compulsive 
behaviors, more lesbian talc models with 
long-tom recovery m the propams. They are 


FIGHTING INVISIBILITY 
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also motivated by the 
overall national trend 
towards self-help, 
setf-improvement and 
health consciousness 
Cocaine and crack 
have more quickly 
propelled young peo¬ 
ple towards that “bot¬ 
tom*—the state re¬ 
covering addicts say 
they had lo hti before 
arrogance and denial 
gave way to willing¬ 
ness to surrender and 
change In the wake 
of AIDS, more les¬ 
bians and gay men 
pay attention to warn¬ 
ings that alcohol and 
drugs suppress the 
immune system and 
that thrir danhibrting 
effects can lead to 
carelessness In the 
sexual arena. A signif¬ 
icant segment of our 
community says it is 
fighting for to Me and 
rights in a different, 
powerful, if more 
internalized, way. 

The numbers, 
the extent of the 
problem, have al¬ 
ways been fuzzy. In 
this society, much 
alcoholism is hidden. 

So is most homosex¬ 
uality. Most authori¬ 
ties in the addiction 
field say there can be 
no thoroughly reli¬ 
able study of the les¬ 
bian and gay al¬ 
coholic. Neverthe¬ 
less, the conclusions of Ulkrne FUkkfs 1975 
study are the most often cited An estimated 
one-third of our community is chemically 
dependent, compared to one-tenth of the 
U.S. population Another rare study, also 
from the 70s, concluded that lesbians arv 
chemically dependent in greater numbers 
than gay men or heterosexuals. Nothing 
about our sexual identity per se makes us 
more prone to dysfunction than other 
Americans. But consider the additional 
pressures of homophobia, of lives lived in 
shame, secrecy and estrangement from our 
families and from society at large. 


As women, lesbians already face dis- 
cm powering sexism. As lesbians, wc are 
often an invisible, forgotten minority. Alco¬ 
hol and drugs feed off heterosexism and 
internalized homophobia. They compound 
the effects of society’s hatred 

For many lesbians, as for many gay 
men, the bars offer places to meet others 
like ourselves for friendship, for sexual 
play, or perhaps to scout out a potential 
steady partner. Alcohol can case nervous¬ 
ness and lower defenses It creates the 
illusion that we are connecting with 
other people. Very seductive, indeed. 


llllustration by Kris Kovsck 
but, the truth is, chemicals isolate us 
even mote. The real person inside, who 
wants to be recognized and touched, 
becomes rigidly shielded behind booze 
and drugs. 

Chemical dependency is fueled by 
damaged self-esteem. ‘Most of the alco¬ 
holics IVe dealt with have been sexuaOy 
abused as children," says psychotherapist 
Deborah FcDer who specializes in treating 
incest and addictive illness in her private 
practice. (She is also program director at 
the Paul J. Cooper Alcoholism Treatment 
Center in Brooklyn.) Feller expanded her 
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a program for lengthy 
periods, returning If and 
when a crisis forces them 
to reconsider how little 
control they have over 
their lives 

'In order to recover, 
you must surrender, it 
accept that you have a 
problem that is unman¬ 
ageable, and turn that 
problem over to some¬ 
thing larger than yourself,* 
Feller explains. 

In the Twelve Step 
programs, that ‘some¬ 
thing’ is usually called 
'Higher Power,* loosely 
understood as 'Cod’ and 
widely interpreted by 
each recovering individu¬ 
al- Some women prefer to 
think and say ‘Goddess.* 
Some people think of the 
group itself as a force for 
greater wisdom and 
unconditional love. For 

*IN OROER TO RECOVER. YOU MUST SURRENDER* other *‘ Hi 8 her Power 
Lasbiaa psychotherapist DebonhMhr^o BillBytsura “ *° melhin 8 


practice to serve incest survtvon when she 
realized the dose relationship between the 
two problems As a lesbian, she is particu¬ 
larly dedicated to working with lesbian and 
gay clients. 

*A lot of lesbians have internalized 
homophobia and are uncomfortable with 
their identity,* Feller says. They drink to 
feel better. Some repress their feelings 
entirely, even get married. So, later in life, 
when they get sober, a lot of these les¬ 
bians come out Suddenly, there are those 
feelings, and they have to deal with them.* 

Feller regularly directs her clients to 
the Twelve Step programs. 'I've worked 
in the fiekl of addiction for over 13 years, 
and I could not have had the success IVc 
had without the Twelve Step programs. 
They work 24 hours a day, seven diys a 
week, helping a person took at herself 
They provide a fellowship of other peo¬ 
ple who have the same goals of living 
alcohol- and drug-free. They replace 
dependency on the bars for socializing, 
and they replace the rejecting family. Of 
course, some people are not ready to get 
well, but, for those who arc motivated, 
the programs work. 

Some recovering people drop out of 


abstract, or perhaps, harks 
bock directly to the traditional concepts 
of the religion of their background. 
There’s no one required Twelve Step 
concept of Higher Power and each n 
ber’s relationship to Higher Power is 
Individually worked out and directed. 
Members who at first halked at the spiri¬ 
tual nature of the programs often say that 
once they realized that no one was going 
to tell them what to believe, they v 
on to find a Higher Power in their own 
way. 

The backbone of the gathering is 
honesty—with oneself, with one’s Higher 
Power, with other people. In meetings, 
members openly share with others, who 
listen without passing judgment, their 
most troubling, shattering experiences, 
their well-hidden weaknesses and their 
fears. They also celebrate their daily vic¬ 
tories and express gratitude. 

The Steps support my work with 
my clients because they encourage self- 
examination,* Feller says. ‘Fixing the 
messed up relationships in your life, 
maintaining that continual examination of 
yourself and your behavior, then getting 
out of yourself to help other people That 
can mean becoming an example to oth¬ 


ers, dragging others Into detox, if neces¬ 
sary, or perhaps joining a protest move¬ 
ment* 

Feller's last point is significant in 
light of criticisms that the Twelve Step 
programs have depoliticized many les¬ 
bians and gay men at a crucial time 
when our political movement needs 
more active support An article In Out¬ 
look, the national lesbian and gay quar¬ 
terly (‘Getting to Serenity,* Summer 
1988) suggests that the programs attract 
lesbians and gay men who will take on 
the term "addict* because they are des¬ 
perate for the warm embrace of accep¬ 
tance. The writer, Ellen Hetman, argues 
that the programs distract these lesbians 
and gays from society’s faults, and the 
Steps aggravate their tendency to self- 
blame, all in the context of an anti-plea¬ 
sure society caught up in the New 
Puritanism of 'Just Siay No.* Herman, a 
nonmember who sat in on meetings for 
her research, writes that *the programs 
sometimes have the look and feel of 
modem day cults* 

Herman continues, They describe 
themselves in universal terms, pride 
themselves on excluding no one, suggest 
their ’fellowships’ are supportive without 
being critical, and daira to offer a philos¬ 
ophy of spiritual enlightenment without 
religious trappings.* Still. Herman wraps 
up her mostly negative analysis by con¬ 
cluding that progressive movements may 
not have taken enough care to offer safe¬ 
ty and personal liberation to their work¬ 
ers. and they may need to learn from the 
success of the Twelve Step programs. 
She writes, ’Changing the structure of 
political power is not as possible, certain¬ 
ly not as meaningful, when changing 
ourselves is absent from the agenda.* 

When confronted with the Herman 
article or similar criticisms. Twelve Step 
program members in general—and politi¬ 
cally aware lesbians and gay men in par¬ 
ticular—have often responded that the 
programs give them more self-respect 
and confidence, greater clarity about 
society’s dysfunction, and motivation to 
do what they can, starting of course with 
their own lives, to create a more honest, 
just, nonabusive world. Many who have 
suffered (or inflicted) abuse In their own 
lives become sensitized to the sufferings 
of others and committed to do something 
about it. Nonpotitical people become 
politicized when they begin to sec con- 
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nectiorvs between the myth of the happy, 
safe American family and the myth of the 
family that is American society with Big 
Daddy at the head of the White House 
dinner table. Some Twelve Step members 
say the meeting rooms are great places 
to get in touch with your personal and 
political anger, often for the first time. 
This may not be what Bill W. and Dr. 
Bob wished for when they bunched AA, 
the point was simply to help drunks get 
and stay sober. And this may not be what 
Lois W. had in mind when she created 
Al-Anon; the point was to keep wives 
from interfering with their alcoholic hus¬ 
bands’ recovery and help them to focus 
on their own problems. But today's new 
Twelve Step program members, particu- 
briy in a political hotspot like New York 
City, are more likely to have a profound 
understanding of how the personal is 
political.* 

Other members emphasize that 
anger at the world can be a handy dis¬ 
traction from the suffering, messed-up 
self. The programs' suggestion to focus 
on the self, they say, is not about passive 
self-blame but about accountability and 
taking responsibility to change the things 
about oneself that one can. 

It’s hard to have compassion for 
others when I don't have compassion for 
myself,* says Barbara C. MJ, a lesbian 
who has been in AA for threc-and-a- 
half-years, agrees: *Vtfc have to look into 
ourselves and see our assets as well as 
our liabilities. Until we get to be happier, 
healthier individuals, we cannot give our 
best to our community.’ The best inten- 
tioned political and spiritual efforts can 
become contaminated by our personal 
hang-ups and dysfunctions. MJ cites AA‘s 
Fourth Step; "Made a searching and 
/earless moral Inventory of ourselves.' 
Thb helps you to take a look at the good 
as well as the bad stuff in whatever 
you're doing so you come from a place 
of goodness, love, honesty and willing¬ 
ness.* 

Critics point to the amount of time, 
some program members spend attending 
meetings, and they conclude that the 
programs themselves are addictive. ‘Cer¬ 
tainly people can become addicted to a 
program at the expense of involvement 
in the rest of their lives,* Deborah Feller 
reasons. That's a continuation of their 
reluctance to deal with the real world, 
but that's not the message of the pro¬ 
gram. One shouldn't base criticisms of 


the programs on the isolated behaviors 
of individuals.* 

For a while, an individual recovering 
alcoholic may find It crucial to saturate her¬ 
self with two or three meetings per day so 
as not to pick up that glass. That strict, self- 
imposed regimen may soften with time. 
She may a bo eventually open up time for 
pursuits that she neglected in her active 
days or try out new projects or ways to 
play. These become aspects and tools of 
recovery as valid and essential as atten¬ 
dance at any meeting. 

It is not unusual for a committed 
member of one program to attend an array 
of other programs. Recovery in one part of 
life often kicks up crises and questioning in 
other parts. Some members may become 
angry or frustrated with their experiences 
in one program and find a haven in anoth¬ 
er. All of these possibilities suggest 
that—unlike tire days when AA was con¬ 
sidered the only hope—newer members 
enjoy a variety of supplements and support 
for their healing—not only ocher programs, 
but also a deluge of recovery literature and 
psychological and physical therapies. Now, 
more than ever, the process of recovery is 
worked out in personal, custom-tailored 
ways. 

Lesbians vary In their experience of 
safety in being out in the program meet¬ 
ings. Some feel acceptance in mixed 
meetings. Others prefer to go to one of 
the numerous meetings around town 
(see sidebar) that are exclusively or pre¬ 
dominantly lesbian or lesbian/gay. That 
doesn't always mean that they have 
experienced homophobia or invisibility 
in mixed meetings or (hat they are afraid 
to be out among straight program peo¬ 
ple. *A lesbian meeting just feels like 
home,* remarks one member of 
Overeaters Anonymous (OA), the Twelve 
Step program for food addictions and 
eating disorders. Members of special les¬ 
bian/gay ACOA meetings comment that 
these meetings arc simply the most 
searching, nourishing and supportive 
ones they have found. Communications 
within recovery fellowships, members 
say. is rich and deep. It can be stronger 
still when people share the experience of 
being lesbian and gay. 

Do people of cobr fare as wed in the 
programs’ Helen feels that, in the case of 
the African-American community, it s a mat¬ 
ter of misperception and self limitation. 

•Cities with large Black populations 
will have Black AA groups,* she says. 
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*WE NEED A BUILDING TWICE THIS SIZE* 
Community Center Deputy Director 


Robert Woodworth Photo: Bill Bytsura 
'Otherwise, there's a feeling that AA is a 
while, middle-class organization. Blacks 
aren't going to search for an AA meeting 
outside their own communities- Mostly, 
Black people look to their churches as 
the answer to problems. On the whole. 
Black professionals are not as knowl¬ 
edgeable as they should be about alco¬ 
holism as an illness or aware that there's 
a solution to it. My own family changes 
the subject when I try to talk about AA. 
There's a reluctance to go forward and 
get that help.* Helen sees the problem 
within the African American middle- and 
upper-class as being critical because it is 
denied, hidden and untreated 

Peter Bell is executive director of 
the institute on Black Chemical Abuse, 
based in Minneapolis, and founding 
member and first president of the Black 
Alcoholism Council. In his keynote 
address to the 1989 Conference of the 
New York Federation of Alcoholism 
Counselors, Bell remarked, 'll is critically 
important that we lower the tolerance 
level that exists in the Black community 
for alcohol and drug abuse and the relat¬ 
ed accompanying dyfunctional behavior. 
1 believe strongly that we in the Black 
community have a higher tolerance of 
emotional pain that both helps and hurts 
us. It is a twoodged sword that helps us 
survive in somewhst of a brutalizing, 
oppressive world, hut it also causes us to 
accept too much inappropriate and dys¬ 
functional behavior from one another ’ 
Since the programs encourage 


scrupulous honesty about one's frailties 
and the dysfunction in one's family back¬ 
ground, people of color may find dis¬ 
turbing the idea of disclosing these 
private matters to a room full of white 
people. Letting one's guard down, even 
in the cause of inner healing, is never 
easy. For a person of color, it can be 
especially threatening 

'We've been told, 'You donT air your 
dirty linen In public,- Helen says. "You 
try to solve your problems within the 
family unit." That is, the same family that 
is in trouble and In denial about t 

Across the board, the Twelve Step* 
programs follow the original AA model 
of attracting rather than recruiting mem¬ 
bers They do not proselytize. Meetings 
are created and attended by individuals 
who want to heal their own lives. There's 
no central, governing body that sets up 
meetings around special issues or tries to 
pull in particular segments of the popula¬ 
tion. Within the programs' non-proroo- 
tiorul tradition. It may still be possible to 
make information about Twelve Step 
recovery more accessible to communities 
of people of color. However, a person 
must want that recovery enough to go 
after It, even if, given the nature of her 
community, that means going into a pre¬ 
dominantly white meeting In a predomi¬ 
nantly white neighborhood or Institution. 

Eye evidence suggests that, among 
the numerous Twelve Step meetings at 
Manhattan's Lesbian and Gay Community 
Services Center, Narcotics Anonymous 
(NA) draws the most lesbians and gays of 
color. In microcosm, this reflects the 
demographies (and the urgency) of the 
nation's epidemic of chemical abuse. It 
has been observed that. In most other 
programs at the Center, people of color 
are few and often transient. While it Is 
certainly possibly for interested parties to 
suit up new meetings specifically for les¬ 
bians and gays of color, the Center's 
Deputy Director Robert Wbodworth cau¬ 
tions that he already frees a backlog of 20 
to 30 requests for meeting space from a 
variety of community organizations. *We 
provide space for 60 Twelve Step meet¬ 
ings at present,* Woodworth says. (That 
figure represents 11 separate Twelve Step 
programs—everything from AA and Al- 
Anon to Survivors of Transexuakty Anony¬ 
mous ) ‘Our renovations have opened up 
more usable space, but it's still a tight 
squeeze. Wc need a building twice this 
sire to serve the community’s needs.* 


Twelve Step groups began meeting 
at 208 West 13th Street even before the 
Center's organizers took title to the build¬ 
ing in 1984. Woodworth acknowledges 
that program s role in the growth of the 
Center and the diversity of the people It 
serves “People fust getting into the pro¬ 
grams are willing to go wherever they 
can to get a meeting. Maybe they never 
had a reason to come here before, but 
they'd come and be exposed to other 
activities happening in the community. 
They'd pick up our newsletter and start 
talking to other people. *The Center, 
Itself, serves as s healthy alternative to 
the bars. *1 hear this all the time from 
people who come here for the first time," 
Woodworth says. "Crossing that thresh- 
hold Is entering another place where you 
can feel more free than anywhere ebc to 
be who you are.* 

In adektion to providing a home for 
gay and lesbian self-help groups, the Center 
has established Project Connect, offering 
short-term alcohol abuse counseling assess¬ 
ment and early re covery support services. 
Woodworth hopes that thb program, found¬ 
ed an a Demonstration Prefect grant from 
the New York State Division of Alcoholism 
and Alcohol Abuse, will be refunded. The 
Center’s goals for the expansion of Project 
Connect indude services around HIV, other 
addictions and compulsive bchavtors. 

Project Connect, directed by psy¬ 
chologist Barbara Warren, represents the 
first time New York Stale has allocated 
alcohol treatment and prevention funds 
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Project Connects Berben Wwtwi 
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Getting Help 


For information on Alcoholics Anonymous inertings, including gay. lesbian or les- 
bian/gay meetings around the New York metropolitan area, contact AA New York 
Intergroup at (212) 47*6200. 

For information on AA and other Twelve Step program meetings held at the Les¬ 
bian and Gay Community Services Center, or the services of Project Connect, call the 
Center at (212)620-7310. 

The International Advisory Council (LAC) for Homosexual Men and Mbmen in AA 
offers information on gay and lesbian groups in AA and gay and lesbian Roundups 
across the country. *Wte to IAC at P.O. Box 192. Village Seaooo, New York, NY 10014. 


specifically for the lesbian and gay com- 
munity. Direct services connect people to 
treatment options and offer ten- or 11- 
week early recovery support groups. (A 
new series of groups will open in late 
January 1990.) A new educational video 
co-written by and featuring people in 
recovery is scheduled to be completed 
this month and shown throughout the 
community. 

Project Connect has also sponsored 
‘Acting As IP workshops led by Emerald 
Oleary who shows how to use movement 
and (heater techniques to deal with recovery 
issues. ‘Acting As If* is a program expres¬ 
sion meaning behaving the way you would 
like to become until it becomes second 


nature. ‘Fake it til you make a.* as they say. 

Another resource to arise out of the 
fellowship and creativity of recovering 
lesbians and gay meh is the popular 
annual Big Apple Roundup. This is a les¬ 
bian and gay AA convention organized 
with Al-Anon participation. Every year in 
New York City, over Thanksgiving week¬ 
end, the Roundup offers meetings and 
workshops addressing a wholistk variety 
of recovery issues for lesbian and gay 
alcoholics and social activities in a safe, 
alcohol- and drug-free environment. Now 
celebrating its tenth year, the Roundup 
has become a huge event drawing partic¬ 
ipants from nearly all 30 states 


"I used to have panic attacks,* Barbara 
C, remembers. ‘Horrible, sharp Intense. 
They’d come several times a day. I don't 
have them anymore. They just went away. 

*1 fed like I'm just beginning to see 
the light, what a relationship to my Higher 
Power is about—a feeling of heartbreak, 
my heart opening up, letting go of the illu¬ 
sion of control. I ay a lot when I pray.* 
Helen also takes stock of her recov¬ 
ery with gratitude. 

*1 know I'm responsible for my own 
life. I've learned how to be a friend, and I 
can allow my lover to have the freedom to 
be herself, not what I think she should be. 
I'm not so hard on myself. Before, my sdf- 
esteem depended on who I was, where I 
bought my dothes, who I hung out with. 
That was warped Now, I have a measure 
of true self-esteem. 

‘I've become less rigid, more flexi¬ 
ble, more openmitvded, tolerant, caring 
about people. Before, I cared about you 
only if you could do something for me. 
Now it's just for the sheer joy of It* 

For Ml, the Twelve Steps offer, "a br* 
lunt way to live your life. They structure it a 
day at a time—which makes nothing loo dif¬ 
ficult to do. Or, if necessary, an hour, a 
minute at a time.’ T 
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New York Journal 


Woody or Wouldn't He? 

Toward a New Dialogue on the Health Commissioner 


by Ray Navarro 

P rivacy Is nor the first con¬ 
cern of a Black welfare 
mother, even one who may 
have HIV infection or AIDS. 

An unemployed or low-income wel¬ 
fare mother is used to repotting every six 
months to the welfare office, where she 
has a "facc-to-facc' interview with a so¬ 
da] worker, and is required to share the 
most intimate details about her personal 
life. Hundreds of thousands of poor peo¬ 
ple of color, and whites, have this kind of 
relationship with the government. 

Within this framework, privacy. 


sion on AIDS, and was a major player in 
the search committee which made the 
now-controversial selection of Dr. 
Woodrow Myers, state health commis¬ 
sioner in Indiana, to serve in New York. 
In a recent meeting, she confirmed my 
feeling that the Black community has 
been forced to look at a very broad pic¬ 
ture with respect to the appointment of a 
new city health commissioner. But that 
broad picture did indude a good deal of 
common ground, for Dr. Stephen Joseph, 
health commissioner under Mayor Ed¬ 
ward Koch, was certainly no friend of the 
Black Leadership Commission on AIDS. 

Fraser-Howze said that she has 
confidence in Mayor David Dinkins, 
feels that the search process was fair, 



HOW ABOUT BACK TO SQUARE ONE ?—ACT UP zaps Mytrs it City Hall Photo: Gerri Wells 


even with respect to mandatory name 
repotting and contact tracing for people 
with AIDS and HIV-related illness, has 
little meaning. The fear of job discrimina¬ 
tion, losing one's apartment or having 
one's insurance company discover one’s 
HIV antibody status are largely rmddle- 
dass anxieties, even within communities 
of color themselves. Poor people, and 
many Blacks and Latinos, have no priva¬ 
cy already. Possibly they never have. 

Debra Fraser-Howze b the executive 
director of the Black Leadership Commb- 


and that Myers defended himsdf well 
against critics of his record. Fraser- 
Howze, who b not gay, but who often 
works closely with the gay and lesbian 
community, also said that the interests 
of lesbians and gays, both while and 
Black, were more than adequately 
taken into account during the process. 

Woody Myers will have to be re¬ 
sponsible far providing a whole range of 
health services to a diverse cross-section 
of the citizens of New York. The majority 
of people seeking publicly-funded medi¬ 


cal and social services, in areas like fami¬ 
ly planning, immunization, dental care 
and AIDS, arc from poor co mm u n ities, 
and that means people of color. 

Health advocates within the Black 
and Latino communities told me they will 
never sit idy by while the rights of then- 
peoples are further infringed upon, and 
that they intend to be particularly vigilant 
about AIDS policies. They absolutely in¬ 
tend to hold Mayor Dinkins accountable 
should oppressive policies ever be imple¬ 
mented, or agendas set that are in any 
way opposed to Dinkins’ exp re sse d opin¬ 
ions on AIDS and other health issues. 

At the very least they recognize the 
disastrous effects that a quarantine pro¬ 
gram would have on the already dilapi¬ 
dated foster care and hospital systems, as 
well as hospices and homeless shelters. 

In fact, a recent attempt by 
Stephen Joseph to implement contact 
tracing was blocked by the Black Lead¬ 
ership Commission on AIDS. The Of¬ 
fice of the Medical Examiner b current¬ 
ly testing for HIV corpses whose cause 
of death is deemed to be ■question¬ 
able," including many intravenous 
drug-related deaths and the bodies of 
homeless people. One out of every 
four of these deaths are AIDS or HIV 
connected. And the zip codes identify¬ 
ing the last known residences or loca¬ 
tions of these dead bodies are among 
the poorest areas of the city. 

Stephen Joseph had proposed 
sending out postcards to the family 
members of these dead people when¬ 
ever possible, informing them that the 
medical examiner's office held "vital 
health information* for the family con¬ 
cerning the death of this person. 

The Black Leadership Commission 
promptly reminded the coroner's office 
of one problem that had, typically, 
been overlooked: In the neighbor¬ 
hoods in question, personal mail boxes 
are largely dysfunctional, vandalized to 
the point of uselessness. And a post¬ 
card, if left on top of the mailbox, can 
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be read by anyone. Many people in 
Harlem have to pick up their mail at 
the post office. The Department of 
Welfare has even stopped sending 
checks under these circumstances, pre¬ 
ferring to electronically transmit 
monies to local check cashing places, 
(No, it's not always the Lotto that all 
those people arc waiting in line for.) 

Such attention underscores the 
Black Leadership Commission on 
AIDS’ absolute commitment to protect¬ 
ing the dvil liberties of PWAs, people 
with HIV infection and their families. 

Miguel ma Maldonado, the Executive 
Director of the Hispanic AIDS Forum, 
also supports Dinkins' appointment of 
Myers, and said she is confident that the 
needs of Latinos with AIDS will be ad¬ 
dressed by his administration. But her or¬ 
ganization was less than pleased with the 
way in which he came to office. 

The appointment process (was] un¬ 
fortunately based on information in press 
reports and coming from the ACLU,* she 
explained. "We [Latinos] were certainly 
not represented adequately in the pro¬ 
cess. To my knowledge, there was not a 
single Latino on the transition team," Mal¬ 
donado continued 

It seems especially ironic that while 
ACT UP. Out Week, and others are busy 
whipping their lesbian and gay repre¬ 
sentatives on the various mayoral transi¬ 
tion teams, Latinos are frustrated from 
having to advocate outside the door. 

Nevertheless, the Hispanic AIDS 
Forum is working hard to assure that the 
needs of Latinos with AIDS or HIV infec¬ 
tion will be met. During the recent visit 
to New York of Eunice Diaz, the only 
Latina on the President's Commission on 
AIDS, Diaz, who is straight, met with a 
host of community-based AIDS organiza¬ 
tions that serve Latinos and Latinas. 
While not the first of such meetings, 
many fed that her visit ushered in a new 
era of political dialogue between Latino 
lesbian and gay groups, AIDS service 
agencies and the federal government. 

Many people are up in arms over 
the Woody Myers controversy. They are 
suspicious of the role of the press, and 
seem nervous about the future relation¬ 
ship between ACT UP, people of color 
and the lesbtan/gay community at large. 
Aurelio Font, a member of the Boricua 
Lesbian and Gay Forum and Hispanos 


Umdos Gays y Lesbranas, did not support 
Myers, but accepts the appointment as a 
fait accompli.* 

Though these groups have not yet 
drafted official positions on the contro¬ 
versy, Font said, based on his involve¬ 
ment in these groups, that lesbians and 
gay men of color are extreme! y angry 
over Myers' appointment. 

The fact that quarantine is even a 
consideration here is illogical. It’s a 
simple matter of logic that It would 
spread panic in the communities of 
color. I hate the idea of it being re¬ 
duced to an issue of Blacks and Latinos 
or lesbians and gays. But I can certainly 
understand the outrage,’ he said 

And that opinion reflects the feel¬ 
ings of most lesbians and gays of color 
whom I know. But not all. 

Soliciting the assistance of lesbian 
and gay groups of color could dearly 
place ACT UP and other Myers oppo¬ 
nents in a more informed position with 
respect to how the various ‘leaderships* 
in communities of color actually function. 
And many lesbians and gay men are also 
influential members of the Black Leader¬ 
ship Commission on AIDS, the Hispanic 
AIDS Forum and other ‘straight* AIDS 
groups in communities of color. 

During the Dinkins election I wit¬ 
nessed an unprecedented joining of forces 
among oppressed peoples, and an inspir¬ 
ing unification of forces within the politi¬ 
cally diverse Black community. That coali¬ 
tion allowed all of its individual members 
to overcome the political disenfranchise¬ 
ment each suffered when standing alone. 

But unless the communication lines 
are reopened on both sides of this 
painful opposition, attacks on Myers and 
Dinkins may in fact be perceived as an 
attack upon that unity. And that would 
throw a wrench into the gay and AIDS 
communities’ capacity to form the coali¬ 
tions with communities of color that are 
so vital for all. 

Vitriolic attacks upon the represen¬ 
tatives of these communities will only 
encourage more antagonism, and such 
tactics show a lack of awareness for the 
long-term effects these rantings will have 
on the AIDS community’s relationship 
with both Woody Myers and David 
Dinkins. 

Let's hope that the possibility 
towork together "next time* still exists. ▼ 
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Political Science 


Credibility Gap 

Post-Mortem on the Myers Fiasco 


by Mark Harrington 

Among all the humiliations to 
which the members of Mayor Dink¬ 
ins' search committee subjected 
themselves, none was more telling 
than the revelation that only the New 
York Post carried enough credibility 
with these luminaries to actually 
change their minds about the qualifi¬ 
cations of Dr. Myers. 

More than a week before Joe 
Nicholson's interview with Myers re¬ 
vealed Myers’ readiness 
to try "isolation tech¬ 
niques* here in the epi¬ 
center of the AIDS pan¬ 
demic, Outweek, the New 
York Observer and the 
Daily News had already 
unearthed enough to 
damn him. Yet the search 
committee, abetted in 
this instance by Tom 
Stoddard, Executive Di¬ 
rector of Lambda Legal 
Defense, whose ostensible role is the 
defense of the civil liberties of gay 
men, lesbians and people with AIDS 
or HIV, issued a ringing endorse¬ 
ment of Dr. Myers' suitability for the 
post of New York City Health Com¬ 
missioner. 

Only one thing kept Mayor Dink¬ 
ins from following their endorsement 
with an announcement of Dr. Myers’ 
appointment: the pending meeting of a 
city ethical conflict of interest board, 
slated for Thursday, January 18. This 
august body had to decide whether it 
would be appropriate for Dr. Myers to 
supplement his $110,000 city salary 
with a $22,000 associate professorship 
from Cornell Medical School. 

Dinkins said the only reason for 
the delay was that the new commis¬ 
sioner had to get ethics clearance to 


hold an outside teaching job... "What 
took time was resolving any conflicts 
following out of his teaching." (News- 
day, 1.22.90). 

The academic post was added 
to sweeten the offer to Myers by 
Dr. David E. Rogers, who sits on 
the National AIDS Commission, the 
State AIDS Advisory Council and 
the Mayor's AIDS Task Force. Dr. 
Rogers has done remarkably little in 
any of these positions to benefit 
people with AIDS or HIV. He was 
an ardent proponent of Dr. Myers, 


securing, the day after the Post ran 
its "LOCK UP SOME AIDS CARRI¬ 
ERS’ story, a sycophantic editorial 
in the New York Times, The Case 
for Dr. Myers." Apparently dictated 
over the phone by Dr. Rogers to the 
Times' Nicholas Wade, this editorial 
repeated the transition committee 
party line about Myers—"Indiana is 
different, wait til you sec how great 
he’ll be here in New York." Wade is 
the editorialist responsible for last 
year's "Why Make AIDS Worse Than 
It Is?" (subtext: "It’s spreading into 
disempowered communities of 
color, so let's not get over excit¬ 
ed.") and an admiring tour through 
Cuba’s "Club Med for HIV Posi¬ 
tives’, a gay gulag for the 1990s. 

Thursday the ethics board ap¬ 
proved Dr. Myers' academic post, and 


the way was cleared for his appoint¬ 
ment. Inconveniently, it was also the 
day the Post story appeared. This was 
too much even for Stoddard, brave de¬ 
fender of civil liberties, who called 
Krim and secured yet another 
turnaround from her, so he wouldn't 
be exposed as the only turncoat This 
led to an orgy of "endorsement inter- 
ruptus," as they were joined in chang¬ 
ing sides by Jeffrey Braff and Tim 
Sweeney of Gay Men's Health Crisis 
and by Ron Johnson of the Minority 
Task Force on AIDS. 

None of this deterred 
Mayor Dinkins. After all, 
the search committee had 
showed itself to be so 
spineless and vacillating 
that it was hard to feel 
that their changing sides 
was of much conse¬ 
quence. The deck was 
cleared for an announce¬ 
ment Friday afternoon, 
after the search committee 
met at Grade Mansion yet 
again to meet Myers. 

The final delay was due to the 
bodies of 300 ACT UP members in 
City Hall Plaza, who first marched and 
picketed, then held an extended exer¬ 
cise in democratic indecision. A news¬ 
caster said that "it would have been 
embarrassing for so newly elected a 
mayor to enter dty hall from the rear." 
Dinkins waited until the police 
pushed the demonstrators off the 
plaza. Limousines swept the remain¬ 
ing Myers supporters—Debra Frazicr- 
Howze of the Black Leadership Com¬ 
mission on AIDS and Dr. June Jackson 
Christmas—to city hall, and they 
joined Dinkins and Myers in the Blue 
Room, where Dinkins announced the 
fundamental accord on AIDS issues 
felt between him and Myers. 

Sunday, the 7 Imes ran an admiring 


Let us proceed to examine 
exactly who praised the 
mayor's conduct. Dr. Krim, 
for starters. 
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story, 'Conflict Over Aide Wins Dink¬ 
ins Respect:' 

From the moment be first truer- 
viewed Dr. Myers., three weeks ago. 
Mr. Dinkins' aides said, the mayor 
instinctively wanted to hire him 
But when concerns were raised by 
AIDS advocates...about Dr. Myers's 
record, Mr. Dinkins sought a discus¬ 
sion, not a dismissal. 

Note the contradiction with the 
Newsday story, in which the mayor 
himself said only the pending ethics 
review delayed the appointment. 

Let us proceed to examine exactly 
who praised the mayor’s conduct. Dr. 
Klim, for starters. She said "The mayor 
was absolutely terrific in this...the 
mayor never rushed us or pushed us 
or disregarded our objections.* It is 
hard to conceive of which meeting she 
could be referring to. We know that 
one week before, she endorsed Myers. 
By the time they got to air their objec¬ 
tions to the mayor on Thursday, Jan¬ 
uary 18, he had already made up his 
mind. Needless to say, ACT UP, which 
would have stuck to its guns more ar¬ 
dently than the deeply compromised 
search committee, never got to present 
its objections to the mayor. 

Another person who cites her 're¬ 
spect* for Dinkins' process was Dr. 
Christmas—but she was chair of the 
search committee and an ardent pro¬ 
ponent of Myers all along. 

The only other person cited in 
the article was Stoddard, who was 
not so sanguine: This is in no sense 
over for the mayor or the city.' In the 
Anal analysis, the 'respect' won by 
Dinkins in this episode must be felt, 
if it is felt at all, on the part of the 
Times editor who wrote the head¬ 
line—which is not surprising, consid¬ 
ering its editorial of two days before. 

Which just underlines the inability 
of the city’s power structure, whether 
in the Times, in dry hall or in the AIDS 
organizations whose leaders woke up 
too late, to recognize the validity of any 
truths inconveniently unearthed outside 
of the dally papers which reach mil¬ 
lions of New Yorkers each day. If It's in 
Ouiweek or the Obsenvr, it's not worth 
considering. If it's in the Post, it is. ▼ 
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Living with AIDS 


Sailing, Sailing 


by Charles Barber 

I llness, busy illness! Such a hectic schedule, so much 
furtive activity! Here, at Co-Operative Care, the luxuri¬ 
ous, non-acute care facility on the top of N.Y.U. Medi- 


Kong. My nurses are called, variously, Fatima, Miss Li, Rosi- 
ta. Pat. Ms. Johnson. 

And the passengers! An endlessly fascinating group, 
usually unchanging for several weeks at a time We peer at 
each other, playing ‘Guess My Illness.’ Towards which im¬ 
movable iceberg arc you headed, the one marked ’AIDS,’ 
’cancer,' 'Parkinsons’" 
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cal Center, I can never escape the conviction that we are all 
on an ocean liner, surrounded here on First Avenue as we 
are by water and sky A glamorous, ghastly ship, and all of 
us sailing serenely toward our personal oblivions. It's very 
much the international crowd: the lady with the book can 
smiles and speaks Italian. The kindly kitchen staff serves in 
Spanish. Another patient tells me about hotels in Hong 


My favorite patient this trip is Miss Tanner, a 
very small, very obese elderly woman with long, 
thick white hair filling down her shoulders and, 
emerging from a permanent pink nightie and 
plaid bathrobe, an enormous pot belly. She is as 
strong as an ox and entirely oblivious to the other 
passengers Yesterday at breakfast I sat next to 
her. She ate: two bowls of Kelloggs with bananas, 
a bowl of prunes, a plate of scrambled eggs and 
toast, a cranberry muffin, two juices and three 
large cups of black coffee. As usual, she detoured 
by the exit to fill the pockets of the omnipresent 
plaid robe with teabags, oranges, packets of 
honey, plastic-wrapped pound cake, sanka pack¬ 
ets. half-n-halfs and assorted plastic utensils and 
stirring sticks. I adore her this is the secret me. 
She knows the tricks of survival; she has no time 
or interest in defeat She fills her hospital time 
with tasks to ward off the ghosts—’no time to die, 
no time to die,’ I imagine she mutters as she rush¬ 
es the white rabbit hole of the elevator to her 13th 
floor room. 

After 12 days here, 1 mutter to myself, too, 
not, I think, from encroaching HIV ’dementia,* 
but because after many hospitalizations you break 
the back of chronic illness and ride the waves as 
they come. Staying ’busy* here is as effective a 
way I know of preserving sanity. So Miss Tanner 
spends her days stockpiling Room 1376: I see 
towering rows of teabags, pyramids of oranges, 
milk cartons swaying in the air-conditioned 
breeze. Long after midnight. Miss Tanner works 
by one lone light, tabulating into a giant ledger 
•January 4th, 45 plastic spoons, 390 sugar pack¬ 
ets’—but then she rises to pace back and forth: 
was it 290 sugar packets? She chews the end of 
her pen, sighing: so much to do and already 2 am! 
All to keep the mind engaged, keep the end forever around 
the next task-filled comer. 

I have a lot to learn from Miss Tanner. The muted, awful 
atmosphere of a place where everyone is lacing a possibly ter¬ 
minal illness can drive you to Insanity. Not an especially magic 
mountain, but more of a sinister, ‘whax’vwrong-with-lhis-pic- 
turc?* country dub. In the dining room, after a few days, you 
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memorize who throws up ai meals, and 
find tables far away. It's a world turned 
inside out the most deteriorated patients 
get the biggest smiles, cheerfulness vies 
with appalling fear, at the same time 
you're losing dire amounts of weight, the 
food is inedible. What might be caQcd 
shipboard romances arc forged between 
the grey-faced and the frightened, not, as 
in "outside,’ where love Is generally 
claimed by the ‘healthy.’ And that warm 
doctor you love and trust so much- 
well! She or he can always send you 
across the plaza to University Hospital 
(acute care) if you don't stay well 
enough for Co-op. ’And no one ever 
comes back,* cackle the Venetian blinds 
on the windows of the acute wing, 
opening and dosing all day like eenc 
warning signals from a nearby hill-top. 

I wish I could report that luxury 
staves off misery, and it may in many 
other places, but not for us, the Un¬ 
dead. Even here, the emergency room 
halls arc crowded with beds—many of 
them there for a week or more. And 
the nurses can be like all nurses, both 
kind and cruel (’God, I'm sick and 
tired of the same old faces,* said one 
nurse to another as they worked on 
my supine body. ’When arc we going 
to get some new patients?*) We suffer; 
they complain to us about their Visa 
bills. Carpet is nice, but pretty useless 
when it's you that's throwing up on it 
in the hallway. At Co-op, the nurses 
stay on one floor, and you go to them, 
rather than them coming to you. An ef¬ 
ficient idea—except when you're too 
exhausted and/or ill to walk to the 
14th floor, a not uncommon problem. 
Then it’s wheelchairs or a strange feel¬ 
ing of mandatory gym class (’Barber, 
report to your nurse for blood!’ a voice 
barks at me on my phone at 5 am). 
But it's fun to go to ’Happy Half-Hour* 
(strictly coffee and tea) and bump I.V. 
poles with the boys. 

The perverse irony of all this is 
that it costs about half as much as an 
acute-care bed to keep a patient here. 
Why aren't there Co-ops in every hos¬ 
pital? People with AIDS don’t need 
acute-care beds very often, despite the 
endless photos of us, sunken-eyed and 
tied to respirators. The ship may sail 
on, but it's too small for all those mak¬ 
ing the voyage out. ▼ 
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GLAAD 

TIDINGS 
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and Lesbian Alliance Againat De¬ 
famation. For more information about the 
material in this week's column, of about 
GLAAD, call (212)966-1700. 
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ou know the Star, 

1 the supermarket 
I tabloid which is 
usually concerned with Elvis 
and aliens from space. Those 
of you who are alert in the 
check out line might have no¬ 
ticed that the cover story last 
week was, as their headline 
put it, 'CHER SHATTERED AS 
DAUGHTER CHASTITY 
TELLS HER I'M GAY.* 

Now, the news Is not 
that Cher has a gay daughter, 
the ten percent rule applies to 
any family, famous or not. 

Nor is the fact that Cher took 
the news badly much of a 
surprise (says the Star. 'When 
Chas told her, Cher screamed 
in disbelief and turned her 
head away*). Many parents 
react with some combination 
of anger, grief and disbelief. 

What IS interesting and 
encouraging is how the rest 
of the family reacted, and also how 
the Star handled the story. When we 
first read in the Star that Cher is 
going with Chas to a therapist, we 
figured the worst—that they're going 
to mess with Chastity’s mind and try 
to change her. But the therapy Is for 
Cher, it turns out. to help her adjust 
to her daughter’s sexual orientation. 
According to the article, Cher’s own 


mother stated that she approves of 
Chastity’s girlfriend, and that her 
granddaughter’s happiness is some¬ 
thing that neither her mother nor any¬ 
one else can dictate. 

To help guide their readers, 
should they find out their own chil¬ 
dren arc gay or lesbian, the Star 
published a sidebar offering helpful 
information on the subject. It began 
'Every year thousands of parents 
learn that their child is gay. It’s es¬ 
sential to create an atmosphere of 
tolerance and understanding that 
people are different.’ What follows 
is a series of questions (’Should a 
parent tell other family members? 
Should I invite my child’s gay lover 
to family occasions?.* etc.) answered 
with common sense and compas- 
sion by P-FLAG president. Paulette 


Homosexuality is not a new 
subject for the supermarket tabloids; 
however, it is usually covered as 
something freakish and unnatural. It 
is a refreshing surprise to sec one of 
these papers explore the topic from 
a sympathetic viewpoint. Incidental¬ 
ly, the Star is owned by Rupert 
Murdoch, the Australian media 


mogul whose newspapers arc noto¬ 
rious on three continents for homo- 
phobic sensationalism. This is all 
the more reason to praise the edi¬ 
tors at the Star for their sensible ad¬ 
vice to parents with gay or lesbian 
children. Write to them at: Star, 660 
While Plains Road. Tarrytown, New 
York. 10591. Or call them at (914) 
332-5000. 


* * * * * 


Neil Harrington, the mayor of 
Salem, Massachusetts found himself at 
the center of controversy recently 
when he implied that funding for peo¬ 
ple with AIDS was a waste because 
they were 'going to die anyway.* 

As reported in Bay Windows, the 
New England gay and lesbian 
newspaper, Harrington ques¬ 
tioned the advisability of 
spending money to treat peo¬ 
ple for a disease known to be 
fatal while the city is short on 
funds. The Salem Evening 
News headlined the story 
’Harrington: AIDS victims' as¬ 
sistance a waste of money" 
when they covered the re¬ 
mark. 

Larry Kessler, executive 
director of the AIDS Action 
Committee of Boston and a 
member of the National Com¬ 
mission on AIDS, commented 
that ‘such callous comments 
undermine the hope of peo¬ 
ple Infected with HIV.’ 

To his credit, Harrington 
has since apologized for the 
statement. ’I'm disturbed 
that my arguments against 
funding an additional clerical 
position at the board of 
health was misinterpreted as 
an argument against spending money 
for the care of people who have 
AIDS,* Harrington told the local 
paper. 

If you would like to let the mayor 
know how you feel on the subject, 
write to The Honorable Neil Harrington, 
93 Washington Street. Salem, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, 01970. Or call (508) 745- 
9595. — Henry Yeager 
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Waging 

War 

As War Requiem 
Opens in New 
York, Derek Jar* 
man Fights His 
Own Battles 

by KaH Soehnlein 


Making films is tough. 

Making films with little or no money is even tougher. 

And making gay films in Margaret Thatcher’s England, with limited access to funds, 
while you’re openly gay and openly HIV positive, is virtually impossible. 

But Derek Jarman docs it. 

The 48-year-old British filmmaker has spent the last 15 years assembling a body of 
work as rich and diverse as any artist working today. Yet, he still struggles to get his 
films made—a fact that says as much about the experimental nature of his films as it 
does about the resistance of the film world to letting gay visions be seen. 

On the phone from London, Jarman reflects on a decade of battling to get his films 
made. “It's been much more difficult to get gay material funded, if you're a gay film 
director. Oddly enough, if you’re a straight filmmaker, like Stephen Frears (director of 
My Beautiful Laundrette and Prick Up Your Eani it’s been a different situation. In a 
sense, the gay films were given to straight directors because they were seen as 
safer ..more commercial.' Jarman's own experiences seeking funding for his films paint 
a frustrating picture, even in the context of England's liberal funding structures. 

The creation of Britain’s independent station, Channel 4, in 1983 was meant to 
change things for those making alternative work, but for Jarman it only focused the 
struggle. The channel was set to fund his film Caravaggio— a specifically gay look at 
the life of the Italian painter—but when the station overspent its budget Jarman’s work 
was among the first to be put on hold The TV men were here to sell advertising and 
my films didn’t complement the ads,* he writes in his book The Last of England About 
the same time, his first film, Sebastian?—a homoerotic take on St. Sebastian—set off a 
controversy. One of the daily tabloids discovered it was bought by Channel 4 for 
broadcast. Jarman woke one day to sec his film featured on the front page of Tbe Star 
with the headline, 'THE FILMS WHICH SHOULD NEVER BE SHOWN TO YOUR KIDS.* 
Shortly after, Channel 4 issued a public statement saying that Sebastian? had been 
bought as part of a package and that they had no plan to actually show it. (The film 
was finally shown, under the auspices of an outside programmer, but as Jarman 
explains, ’They showed every single independent filmmaker who'd made even one 
film before they came around to mine.*) 

The uproar is a remarkable parallel to the kinds of obstacles gay artists in this 
country have faced in the past few years. Accused among other things of making 
pornography, Jarman has been at the center of British media debates about art much in 
the same way Robert Mapplethorpe had been in the U.S. One homophobic legislator 
even showed dips of Jarman’s work to the Houses of Parliament as examples of what 
should not have been shown on television—a good four years before Jesse Helms 
flashed Mapplethorpe’s photos on the floor of the Senate. 

Despite his battles with controversy and censorship, Jarman has never retreated to 
the closet in the hopes of furthering his career. His decision not to hide his sexual 
identity was a natural one, as he explains it. “When I made Sebastiane, it wasn’t a 
question of coming out—I mean I really already was. It was fust I was suddenly out in 
public as opposed to just in my own drde.* If anything, his homosexuality may have 
actually boosted his early career in the late 70s, when being gay was practically fash¬ 
ionable. 

When the social climate took a rightward swing in the early 80s. Jarman's funding 
woes began. Rather than stopping him cold, it forced him to explore other less costly 
creative outlets, induding music video (his work for The Smiths is among the best of 
its kind), and Super 8 film. In this medium he made some of his most daring work, 
including Imagining October, a meditation on revolution, and Tbe Angelic Conversa¬ 
tion, an erotic vision of 'two young men who find and lose each other.' 

Last week Jarman’s most recent film, War Requiem, opened in New York. The film 
may be his most accessible to date. 'Not more conventional.’ he assures, 'but perhaps 
appealing to a more conventional audience." Originally shown on the BBC to mark the 
eighth anniversary of World War I, it is based on the Benjamin Britten opera of the 
same name. Britten's work, in tum, was inspired by the poetry of WUfVcd Owen, a 25- 
year-old soldier killed just a few days before the war’s end. 

War Requiem is both a condemnation of the senselessness of war and an emotion¬ 
al expression of grief. Its WW1 setting has strong connections to today; the situation of 
one generation's wartime losses parallels the contemporary horror of AIDS. 'Of course 
AIDS was in the background of everyone who was making the film,' Jarman confirms. 
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TILDA SWINTON AND SIR LAURENCE OLIVIER IN WAP REQUIEM 


There are analogies between AIDS and being on the front. 
Even this last year alone, the amount of friends that I've lost is 
very similar, I suspect, to someone who's actually in a war sit¬ 
uation." Not surprisingly, the strongest responses he’s received 
to the film have been to the general notion of loss rather than 
to the specifics of World War 1. 

The film features touching scenes of male camaraderie 
and love between soldiers tn the trenches, though it's not "a 
gay film" by any stretch. Jarman has received some criticism 
on this point, especially in lieu of the fact that Wilfred Owen 
was probably gay, but he 
feels that he actually pulled 
all the gay subtext out of 
Owen's poetry that he 
could have. "A certain 
amount of intuition comes 
Into a film like this," he 
explains. "It's very difficult. 

It's my decision, but I hope 
people will fare with it." 

Stylistically, the film is 
a departure from his previ¬ 
ous feature. The Last of England A highly poetic panorama of 
Thatcher's crumbling nation, that film was, in Jarman's own 
words, "obscure for many people." Screened at the New York 
Film Festival in 1988, its meaning was largely lost on main¬ 
stream film critics. The New York Times dismissed it as an 
extended music video. However, the film's visionary sweep 


found a strong following during a brief engagement at the 
Film Forum. The excitement of that run prompted local curator 
Jeffrey Lunger to put together a retrospective at the New Festi¬ 
val, an event which - rated a new audience of Derek Jarman 
fans within the gay a id lesbian community. 

Despite this recent track record to bring in audiences, it 
was sail difficult to get War Requiem distributed in the U.S. 
Finding a distributor or a market in the States has become con¬ 
tinually more difficult for foreign films which don't feature well- 
known actors or historical period drama "like Brtdesbead or 
something," Jarman 
explains. He actually con¬ 
siders it remarkable that 
the film is being distnbut- 
ed here at all. 

With these difficulties 
in mind. Jarman spe¬ 
cifically made War 
Requiem one of his less 
experimental films. *1 
deliberately made It 
accessible. It's very diffi¬ 
cult to follow Last of England with another film along those 
lines. I’m In a realistic situation. For people who want a more 
experimental film there may be a disappointment, but I think 
things have to be balanced off." Jarman is currently in the edit¬ 
ing stages of The Garden , a film which will be more like Last 
of England in its form and which he hopes to get premiered at 


"I feel immensely be¬ 
trayed by people I know 
who are well-known 
who have stayed in the 
closet." 
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the N.Y. Film Festival this year. It will 
return the director to specifically gay 
subject matter, promising a gay love 
story as one of its components. 

Such undertakings are not so easy 
these days. The fight to make gay art in 
England recently got tougher. The pas¬ 
sage of Section 28—legislation which 
bans public funds from promoting 
homosexuality—has legitimized homo¬ 
phobia on a national level. Of course 
homophobia has always been partially 
institutionalized in Great Britain; after 
all, this is a nation where the gay age of 
consent is 21 and the straight age is 161 
■What Section 28 did was give carte- 
blanchc to repress gay work,* according 
to Jarman. Examples of this can be 
found daily. Just two weeks ago, the 
Kent Council, a local governing body, 
stopped teenagers from seeing a pro¬ 
gram of Benjamin Britten's opera Death 
in Venice, calling its story of homosexu¬ 
al desire ‘perverse.* "That attitude, 
which has always existed here, is now 
very out in the foreground,* Jarman 
says. 

The positive side of the legislation, 
as Jarman sees it, has been that •enor¬ 
mous numbers of people are brought 
onto the streets demonstrating.* Howev¬ 
er, far-reaching change is still a ways off. 
’You have to create a climate where 
there’s no fear. It's very difficult to legis¬ 
late against people's phobias. Homo¬ 
phobia seems to be deeply embedded in 
British political and cultural life—from 
the left to the right. There is so much to 
be done.* 

Part of Jarman's personal agenda for 
change is to identify publicly as HIV- 
antibody positive. He announced this 
two years ago, making him one of the 
few public figures in England to speak 
out about their HIV status. Reaction has 
been mostly supportive, with the excep¬ 
tion of some hounding from the tabloid 
press. “There's the odd photographer 
from the Sun sort of staking out my 
house,* he relates. He tells an amusing 
story about one of his neighbors, an old 
colonel who approached him one after¬ 
noon much to his surprise. *1 thought, 
this is going to be the first one to come 
over and hit me on the head with his 
walking stick,* Jarman says, ‘but he said 
‘Great, keep talking,' and he was actual¬ 
ly very affirmative.* 

Jarman secs "going public* about 
his antibody status as a logical progres¬ 
sion in the coming out process. *1 don’t 



PAUL REYNOLDS AND PHIUP WILLIAMSON IN THEANGEUC CONVERSATION 


think there was any option. It was either a question of it becoming a rumor, or me 
starting the rumor, or me starting the rumor and making it open.* Though he's talked 
about it on television, he doesn't see it as a crusade but rather as just the stale of his 
life And he is careful not to turn his course of actions into a blueprint for what oth¬ 
ers should do, preferring to say that 'everyone's decision should be their own 
depending on their circumstances.* 

As a public figure, however, he sees an added responsibility: *1 must say I feel 
immensely betrayed by people I know who arc well-known wl»o have stayed in the 
closet, because so many of them could have done so much for people, much more 
than they were doing by following their careers or protecting their interests. In fact, 
if they had come out they probably would have found that it wouldn't have altered 
their careers at all. Certainly people in the arts and the music business, anyway.* He 
cites Ian McKellan. Marc Almond. Boy George and the Pet Shop Boys as other pub¬ 
lic figures who have been out during the repressive 80s. *1 realty feel that in the cir¬ 
cumstances we’ve been living through that people do have a responsibility to come 
out in the open.* Coming from someone who's endured so much public scrutiny 
about his life and his work. Derek Jarman's words resound with a simple truth. ▼ 
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How 
Not to 
Get 
Ahead 
in 

Advertising 

Madison Ave. Still 
Has No Place for 
Queers 


by Michael Musto 



A given on the jaded strip known as Madison Avenue is 
that you’ll never go broke underestimating the American pub¬ 
lic. Another one is that gays and lesbians cannot advertise 
products. Correction: Open gays and lesbians cannot advertise 
products. Those who dunk around in fear and seif-loathing, 
living closeted lives of anxiety-filled deprivation, are perfectly 
acceptable marketing devices. These society-induced scaredy- 
cats show up all over the place, hawking their rnerch with 
enforced smiles that enable them to make money, gain expo¬ 
sure and be embraced by the hoi poiloi all at once. In the 
course of 30 seconds, they can convince millions of attentive, 
vulnerable viewers of two unabashed lies: 1) I love this prod¬ 
uct; and 2) I'm straight. Truly, I am. 

But those who won’t play the game haven’t got a prayer 
on that boulevard of broken dreams known as Madison. I 
don’t mean to be nasty; it’s just that I personally found out 
how difficult it is for such outcasts to get a deal when I was 
dropped like a turd from the Amaretto di Saronno ad cam¬ 
paign. My rude dismissal came after I’d been handpicked by 


both Click modeling agency and the Geer-Dubois advertising 
firm for these huge, ego-building, color photos in major maga¬ 
zines. I had even signed a release. 

Apparently, I had all the qualifications the ad agency 
wanted in terms of age, talent and recognition (not too much, 
not too little). But as sure as I'd seen every single Joan Craw¬ 
ford movie except Harriet Craig, my chances were shot down 
the drain like a roach, because in an article in GQ. I had worn 
a sort of hoop dress/down suit. I wa s eeeeek—a semi-quasi- 
sorta drag queen! By advertising standards, I was—crash-thud- 
boom—unacceptable. 

Of course that hoop thang was by no means the only hint 
of my disinterest in conforming to bourgeois dress, or behav¬ 
ioral, codes. I had also dolled myself up as Madonna in the 
Daily News, camped as that Statue of Liberty in the Village 
Voice, donned buttons and bows in Interview, hussied it up in 
drag month after month in Details, told newspapers I wanted 
to be both Diana Ross and Vanna White, and been breathlessly 
uncloseted week after week in my ‘La Dolce* column in the 
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Voice. But I guess the swifties running this alcohol-ha wy com¬ 
pany didn’t catch any of that. Ail they saw was that horrifying 
hoop dress, a swirling nightmare that brilliantly tipped them 
off: This guy is flaky, different, maybe even gayl 

Naively, I didn't think this latest of my many outrages 
would matter. Until then I had only been praised (or being a 
kook, never even hearing so much as a homophobic remark 
as I flounced my crinolines around in search of cabs and pub¬ 
licity (and, by the way. my wardrobe also includes button- 
down shirts and other medium-scary things I was nervously 
toying with wearing in the ad). Even beyond the insular world 
of the clubs, where no one even flinched when I wore the 
hoop thang, the media seemed to be enjoying everyone's rule- 
breaking attempts to provoke. It was 1988. All eyes were 
focused on this 'alternative" scene—downtown—the excite¬ 
ment around which is exactly what prompted this campaign 
(and the Rose's Lime Juice one before it) in the first place. 

Amaretto di Saronno, I’d been led to believe, was going 
to celebrate this sort of festive excess in the nocturnal "cutting 
edge,’ as the Amaretto ad reps called it. With panting anticipa¬ 
tion. I imagined the ads would be brave samplings of down- 
towney personalities of the type later assembled for the film 
Motido New York Alas, when put through the Middle America 
wringer that made it safe for mankind, much of the lineup 
ended up as bland as urine on a water diet (Mondo Madison 
Avenue was more like it). After the weeding process, they 
ended up with, among others, a few middle-brow TV surs; a 
former cross drcsser-tumed-tuxedoed-crooner (nothing wins 
Madison Avenue’s hearts like a crossover—not cross-dresser); 
and choreographer Karole ArmiUgc, who recently placed an 
ad for dance auditions specifying that she didn't want 
‘wimps.* They also included people like Vanity, fab singer and 
former Playboy nude, a credit that gave this super-cautious 
corporation dramatic pause. Luckily for-her, they overcame all 


can as we speak. But, ha-ha-ha, they unwittingly also ended 
up with at least ONE (and I think at least two) gays and/or 
lesbians, ha-ha-ha. Of course this pcreon/pcople didn’t adver¬ 
tise themselves as such —they know how to play the 
game—but hc/shc/they are in there just the same, and it will 
probably drive those McCarthyish booze salesmen crazy trying 
to figure out how the hdl that happened. 

1, meanwhile, should have realized that as someone who 
doestil know how to play the game, I was hopeless. I mean, 
mere whispers of sexual discrepancy are enough to terminate 
contracts. Billie Jean King lost her endorsement deals the sec¬ 
ond her ex-lover sued for galimony. There was controversy 
about Greg Louganis—who never gives definite answers about 
his sexuality—not being used on the Whcatics box, just possi¬ 
bly because he didn't represent what they considered whole¬ 
some American values. And in what was no doubt a 
gay-related decision, Elizabeth Taylor lost a soft drink cam¬ 
paign as a direct result of her AIDS work (imagine punishing a 
star for stepping to the forefront of an international crisis and 
trying to educate people, raise funds and save lives!). Also, I 
sure haven't seen ‘Absolut Haring* since that artist announced 
that he has AIDS. The disease has given advertisers a rationale 
for their prejudice, a shaky platform on which to scorn gays 
when there used to be just their shaky imaginations. With 
thinking on the order of. "We don't want anyone in our ads to 
die on us because it would look bad,* they consider them¬ 
selves hard-pressed to squeeze out both what they consider 
"at risk* groups and the people who help them. This is logic 
from hell. Why don't they weed out smokers who might suc¬ 
cumb to lung cancer, and shred contracts with those who 
don) eat broccoli, since they might develop colon cancer? 

Liz was too gracious to spill the beans on which soft drink it 
was that dropped her, but I'm none so delicate a fleyr. Amaretto 
di Saronno will pay for the rest of my bom days every time I can 



AMARETTO 01 HOMOPHOBIA — Tha watered down Amaretto di Sarenno magazine advertisements 


doubts on that and used her anyway-, after all, it was a betero 
scandal. 

Within time, they also made sure to include tokens of 
every ethnic group—they used ONE Black, ONE Hispanic and 
ONE Asian, and are no doubt looking for ONE Native Ameri¬ 


wield my miniscule power, whether for bitter personal reasons 
or grander, more humanistic ones. As I watch the careers of 
some of those who were in the campaign reap the rewards of 
the massive publicity they got, I can only feel rage that I’ve been 
denied these opportunities—and money—because I’m gay 
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(though it's reassuring to note, nyuck-nyuck, how many fabulous 
nobodics the campaign has spawned, their careers made and 
unmade all at once thanks to all that gratuitous overexposure). 
As an advertising reject, strange, insecure thoughts start weaving 
through the mills of my mind. For example, on the night of a 
party 1 had last year, invitee Sandra Bernhard instead ended up 
at dinner with Karol Armitagc (who's now choreographing both 
Sandra's movie and Madonna's tour). If / was the kind of person 
who demanded ‘no wimps,' would / be featured in all those 
magazines and therefore be fabulous enough to rate Ms. Bern¬ 
hard's company and employment? 

But beyond the personal sense of loss and petty jeal¬ 
ousies, the reason I’m maddest at the ad world is that they're 
pretending to celebrate—i.e, capitalize on—the offbeat, but 



SODA COMPANY RZZLED OUT Photo; Gary Bernstein 

Elizabeth Taylor 


they haven't the guts to really do so. 

There’s no reason why gays and lesbians shouldn't be 
part of any kind of campaign. Don't they use all the products 
that are advertised? Aren’t they a lucrative market? And 
besides, does someone's sexuality mean he or she can only 
appeal to other people of the same sexuality (’I'm sorry Sandy 
Duncan, you can't advertise our Wheat Thins anymore. It’s 
come to our attention that there arc some gay people who eat 
these things and, after all, you are straight...')? 

But of course, the ad firms rationalize, gays might upset 
the unwashed masses, the hordes who demand that those 
hawking products be as /aux-hcalthy in their glucose-coated, 
preservative-saturated way as the products themselves. Gays 
would not only be advertising the products, they’d be advertis¬ 
ing their way of life, one that would undoubtedly corrupt little 
children and pollute the water supply! They are unusable, 
unsaleable and unsafe, even if some of them arc probably nice 


people who might do good work (especially with hair). Only 
straights—or at the very least gays who put up the illusion of 
being straight (if they manage to slip by our fingers)—can be 
held up as innovative, admirable, trustworthy, acceptable. No 
matter that most of the people in the creative arts happen to 
be gay. Well merely assign ourselves the task of finding 
dancers, designers, artists, singers, etc. that a rent It’s difficult, 
but heck, we love a good challenge. That's why we're in 
advertising—to attempt the impossible, day after day. 

Wfcll, we say back to you hypocrisy-mongers: Ha! And the 
hypocrisy-mongers say right back to us: Double ha! Their 
tncky little games keep on coming. The latest offender in the 
•let's present unusual people who aren't that unusual* cam¬ 
paign sweepstakes is the Gap, whose magazine ads and bus 



COMMERCIAL GENDER BENDING 
Sandra Bernhard 


stop displays portray individuals with style, which—filtered 
down—translates as individuals with heterosexuality. Loving 
straight couples are seen smooching in closeup as a perennial 
reminder that you're not just to buy Gap pocket tees, you’re to 
also buy the myth that even for the ‘cutting edge,’ man-plus- 
woman is the only possible pairing. Blacks. Asians, young, 
old—all types are represented— and though we must credit 
them for using M. Butterfly 's B.D. Wong (albeit in dowdy male 
dothes), there’s not a soul who's outspokenly gay or even 
devotedly involved in AIDS. It's hard to believe Harvey Ber¬ 
stein, Quentin Crisp, Virginia Apuzzo, Andy Bell, Larry Kramer. 
Funny Gay Males. Phranc, Everett Quinton. Susie Bright or 
others of their ilk are not fit to promote individual style. It’s 
unfathomable that a Mathilde Krim. Randy Shilts or Ron 
English, to name three examples of people on the AIDS front, 
wouldn't make it as laudable people who try to make a differ¬ 
ence in this world and succeed. Instead, the Gap uses Nell 
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Campbell, and bills her as 'queen of the night'—this at least 
two years since her club was hard to get into (Now they're 
sweeping people In off the sidewalks)! And even then, what 
Nell’s represented was a stultifying, Victorian self-importance 
that ruled out drag queens and other fun, creative types while 
glorifying the homophobic upper crushes. But maybe I’m just 
bitter—the Gap rejected me too 

Dorn Ru inart champagne, one of very few companies, 
had the nerve to showcase real downtown people in their 
advertorial campaign, a scries of fake gossip columns their ad 
firm printed about parties they devised to celebrate their prod¬ 
uct. For example, they ran pictures of French Twist—« largely 
drag rock group of guys and gals all named Monique—in one 
such column. The campaign only pays its subjects a lousy 


ads like the most fabulous dyke on earth. That's a break¬ 
through. But would those Madison Avenue guys find equally 
amusing/sexy the sight of beauteous me in a dress? I don't 
think so. That kind of thing doesn't tend to make insecure 
male advertisers cither giggly or aroused, though on the basis 
of a few past exploits with 'straights,* I have to wonder about 
the latter (up until the guilt explosion upon orgasms, they can 
handle it just fine). 

Don't count on open gays to make it into American 
Express ads either. Ditto for wine cooler spots. Dewar’s pro¬ 
files and especially National Review commercials (though 
there Is a certain guy...No. never mind). And why? That's just 
the way it is.* seems to be the complacent view of the ad 
industry, some gay ad reps included. But who said so, and 



GAPS IN THE AO CAMPAIGN Photo: Michael Wakefield 

The Gap Ads 


buck and the end result is kind of cheesy, but at least, in their 
exploitation of avant-garde culture, this is one alcoholic prod¬ 
uct that's had the courage to go all the way. 

In another mini-breakthrough, LA. Eyeworks—a more 
limited-exposure campaign—used John Sex and, more recent¬ 
ly, Marilyn Monroe impressionist Jimmy James (though it’s 
hard to hold James up as a gay icon; he won't go on the 
record as being a sister). And Ms. Bernhard—who'd been 
wildly making hints of sapphic interchange with 
Madonna—vamped her way into Revlon’s TV campaign and 
Barney's New York's print ads without an obstacle. 
Sandra—who’s since made other, more personal revela¬ 
tions—now says the Madonna innuendos were a joke. Well, 
advertisers clearly took it as such, and not as one that offend¬ 
ed them either Not only does a mere hint of lesbianism not 
put off the male-dominated ad world, it clearly turns them on. 
Intensely butch in male drag, Sandra looks in those Barney's 


who said it can't change? Nowhere is it written in stone, 
except in the freeze-dried minds of unadventurous people so 
terrified of offending anyone that they keep serving up the 
same limited palette of macho guys, floozyish girls and cre¬ 
ative people with an edge about as jagged as polished glass. 

Try as they might to keep gays and lesbians down, what will 
ultimately tumble Madison Avenue's preconceptions about mar¬ 
keting is that they cant do it. They can tuck them under, shove 
them away and push them aside, but this vast audience will 
bounce back twice as hard and with twice as many demands. 
Gays and lesbians are everywhere—even in their 
campaigns—and these 'communications brokers" are powerless 
to suppress them, even with their would-be magic wands of 
exclusion. Ultimately, someone extremely brave and clever is 
going to realize how much sense it will make to have these peo¬ 
ple on their side. Some years from now, ad firms are going to be 
sure to indude at least ONE gay or lesbian in their campaigns. T 
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What do the makers of Lysol actually think men and boys do in the bathroom all day? 

—M-S. 
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BY BRADLEY BALL 


Dear Brad: 

Like »o many people I never 
thought I’d be writing to you but I fig¬ 
ured you’d probably know what’s 
been going on. 1 sure as hell don't. 
You see, I had to go to Kansas for 
about a month to take care of some 
family business and since ! dklnt hear 
any real news while I was there 1 
think I missed something big. Now 
when I left town wc were still mad at 
ihc Catholics but when I got back the 
other day there was a confusing mes¬ 
sage on my machine that said we 
were supposed to shut down Times 
Square because of something to do 
with Indiana. What happened to the 
Church thing’ Did the Pope meet our 
demands? And what's Times Square 


got to do with Indiana? I mean, 
wouldn't it be more effective if wc 
organized a boycott of Lain Might with 
David Letterman or something like 
that? Even better, I know this guy 
who's a vice president at NBC and 
maybe he could sneak a bunch of us 
into the studio audience where we 
could unfurl a banner with our ten 
best reasons for hating Indiana, what¬ 
ever they are. If you could just tell me 
where the committee is meeting to 
discuss all this 1 can take it from there. 

—Eager but Unsure 

Dear Eager: 

You were, of course, right to 
come to me with this. It just so hap¬ 
pens that a very dear friend of mine 
(who is, by the way, one of the finest 


legal minds in the business) took me 
along to the very party where all of 
this, and little else, was discussed in 
great detail by every person present. 
The committee to which you refer 
has, unfortunately, disbanded already 
after an apparently bitter dispute over 
representation and an inability to 
reach consensus over the time and 
location of the next meeting (the 
putative chair having a prior obliga¬ 
tion to attend a fundraiser auction). I 
was. however, informed by a young 
man standing near the bowl of M&M's 
of the formation of a new affinity 
group which proposes to dispatch a 
cadre to the Louisville side of 1-65 
where they will distribute fact sheets 
to all Indiana-bound motorists and 
possibly handcuff themselves to the 
state sign. All of this, quite naturally, 
depends on obtaining funding 
approval from the central committee 
who will, no doubt, insist on 
researching the availability of a rea¬ 
sonable discount fare from 
American Airlines. Should that 
approval fail to materialize, the hat 
can always be passed at the next 
meeting but the fellow who was 
handing out the Rolling Rock whis¬ 
pered that this particular issue was 
quickly losing its attractiveness and 
might nor muster the necessary sup¬ 
port in which case a strategy meet¬ 
ing will have to be called 

At any rate, by the time I was 
leaving the rumor was already in cir¬ 
culation that a new target, somewhat 
closer to home and perhaps even 
intramural, would be emerging at any 
minute though the specifics were not, 
as usual, known just yet My reading 
on this is that, with another policy 
fluctuation so imminent, you are best 
advised to sit tight for the time being 
until somebody phones you with new 
instructions which, by my calcula¬ 
tions, ought to be around 3:30 this 
coming Tuesday. Welcome bock! ▼ 


How To Push Bradley Ball Just That 
Much Closer Towards His 
Inevitable Collapse _ 

1. Taka his column sariously. 

2. Don’t taka his column sariously. 

3. Tal him you think ha lookad btttar with ■ baud 

4. Tal him you think ha lookad battar without a baard. 

5. Tal him you want a relationship with him. 

6. Tal him you don’t want a relationship with him. 

7. Tall him you’d warn a ralaiionahip with him if you weren't already involved with the 
most wonderful parson in tha world. 

1 Taka him to dinner and tha theatre for a year. Introduce him to your friends, buy him 
books, hold his hsnd, tel him in a reataurent that you’re not interested in a relsbon- 
thip and have nothing mors to do with him aver again. 

9. Ask him why he’s still single 

10. Suggest that as a gay, whits man ha hat mors than enough money to compensate 
for being single. 

It. Claim to be his beat friend, tty you’rs coming down from Montreal for a couplo of 
days, stay tor tan, borrow tha umbrela ha’s had for 14 yaars, lose I in a taxicab, 
keep him awake every night with your snoring and don’t allow him to watch Mia. 

12. Claim to be his bast friend and cancel those tong-etanding plant for Naw Year's Eve 
at tha last nanuta with a flimsy excuse. 

IX Claim to ba hit editor and badger him about deadlines and word counts 

14. Claim to ba his paychiatrlst and withhold from him tha fact that ha’a a borderline 
personality avtn though ha hat nine out of tha fan symptoms listed on Oprah yes¬ 
terday afternoon. 

15. Remark that Im Capa Ami Folk* was tha spa* of tha American musical theater. 
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By Michelangelo Signorile 


Something astounding has hap¬ 
pened. 

Ingrid Sischy, one-time editor of 
Art Forum, who came out not too 
long ago in her column in The New 
Yorker, is now at the helm of 
Interview. For the first time in the his¬ 
tory of publishing, the editor-in-chief 
of a popular national magazine is an 
open lesbian. In fact, this may well be 
the first time that the head of any 
mainstream communications company 
of any sort has declared his or her 
homosexuality (though many of them 
are closeted queers). 

And everyone is talking about 
it, including Sischy herself. 

1 fdt I owed it to my readers 
[to come out],* she said in an 
eight page spread on her in New 
York magazine last week. 'It was 
necessary to tell them where I was 
coming from. I find honesty about 
sexuality an utter necessity for my 
emotional survival." (Take note ( 
Sharon DeLano, Richard Buckley, 
Annie Leibovitz, Wayne Lawson and 
David Kuhn (all from Vanity FaiA, Uz 
Smith [ Daily NewA, Barry Diller \20tb 
Century Fax], David Geffen [Geffen 
RecordA, Hal Rubinstein [Eg$ and the 
rest of the gang.) 

But Sisch/s candor is not only a 
triumph for our community (which so 
desperately needs successful, visible 
role models), it marks a turning point 
in the entire world of publishing. 
Unafraid to publidy discuss her sexu¬ 
ality, Sischy is therefore unafraid to let 
it naturally be portrayed in her work. 
While most of the fags and dykes at, 
say, Vanity Fair, offer repressed 
homosexuality throughout the maga¬ 
zine because they're trying to cover 
for themselves and/or because they're 
under strict orders from homophobe- 


in-chief, Tina Brown, above not to let 
anything blatantly queer seep through, 
Sischy is able to simply let herself go. 

The result is a natural, sexy, hon¬ 
est and gorgeous product. The new 
Interview (a magazine which I haven't 
read in years but which I predict will 
now fast become the hottest rag on 
the newsstand) is visually beautiful, 
and indudes some sharp, crisp, real 
writing. But it's the images themselves, 
and what they comprise, that arc 
ground-breaking. There are boys 
touching boys, boys touching boys 
who are dressed as girls, girls touching 
girls and girls touching girls who are 
dressed as boys. There's Taboo!, 
Trade, Miss Connie and all die rest of 
the zanies who unabashedly run 
around downtown and pose for My 
Comrade, fiercely being themselves on 
Interview's pages. The magazine over¬ 
flows with a queer sensibility, and, 
more importantly, it sets up no borders 
on sexuality. I remember Drugstore 
Cowboy's openly gay director. Gus Van 
Sant, once telling me that a major vic¬ 
tory for our movement and all of sod- 


GOSSIP ZAP! 
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ety will come when films, publications, 
etc., are no longer *gay’ or 'straight,* 
but rather present the frill spectrum of 
sexuality to an audience made up of 
that spectrum. Without a doubt, the 
new Interview has achieved that. It is 
red hot and revolutionary amidst a 
slew of tired, faux-fierce publications. 
It's hit on something that not even 
Details, with all its cutting edge postur¬ 
ing, has. And why? Because at the new 
Interview there is a vibrant, smart, 
honest, sexually-liberated woman—an 
out dyke!—running the show. 

* * * * 

Credit must go where credit is 
due. Society columnist William 
Norwich (Dally News), whom I'd 
spent so much time criticizing for rea¬ 


sons you all know, has been writing 
much more about AIDS these 
days—and writing much less about 
Pat Buckley and other hypocrites. 
And, just after the monstrous Woody 
Myers was named health commission¬ 
er, Norwich had the guts to creatively 
jump into the fray in his column: *In 
other weighty, matters, isn't it absurd 
that the dry's new guru of health, the 
obese Dr. Woody Myers, 35, is himself 
a candidate for heart disease and 
other fat-related ills? Fat is fine with 
me. It suits many professionals, and is 
even expected among lawyers and tal¬ 
ent agents. I just think having Dr. 
Myers serve as health commissioner is 
about as inspiring as hiring a treasury 
secretary who has landed in bankrupt¬ 
cy court. His appointment, in light of 
this problem and his controversial 
AIDS polidcs, seems mind-boggling.* 
While it must be pointed out that 
attacking someone for having an eat¬ 
ing disorder is equivalent to slapping 
someone down for having a drug 
problem or for being an alcoholic, 
Norwich has to be commended for 
trying, within the realm of his soci¬ 
ety column, to come to the 
defense of his community. And I 
think he should be held up as an 
example to all of the self-loathing 
gay and lesbian columnists whom 
I've spotlighted in this 
column—and will continue to if 
they keep up their slippery ways. 

» * * * * 

The absolute best television of 
this century will take place on 
Wednesday of this week (January 31) 
when GLAAD's Karin Schwartz faces 
off on Geraldo with—you guessed 
it—Zsa Zsal According to Schwartz, La 
Gabor makes a fool of herself and 
contradicts herself throughout the 
show, first saying her 'best friends* 
are lesbians and then saying. "It is a 
free country. I can dislike lesbians if I 
want.* She then asks the audience, 
‘Who are you going to believe, a 
mother or a lesbian?" while her hus¬ 
band offers Schwartz some advice: 
‘You should go out and find yourself 
a husband." 

Expect a major bomb to drop 

Sh GOSSIP WATCH mpm* 52 
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Out on the Town 
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With Liz and Sydney 


by Liz Tracey and Sydney Pokorny 


liz and Sydney; Before we get into things, we'd lice to offer 
Five Actions That Will Keep Health Commissioner Woodrow Mycrs 
From Entering City Limits: 

1) Have simultaneous sit-ins on the runvieys of LaGuardia, JFK 
and Newark airports. (Trains and buses are never on time anyway.) 

8) Make sure he gets the smallest seat in the cab on the way 
to the Indiana airport. (Remember he was stuck in a chair in the 
Governors office and knocked over his lamp in Indiana.) 

3) Test market hts quarantine theory by isolating him in a grain 
silo n rural Indiana 

4) In a Kamikaze mission, have two people walk through a 
doorway with him at the same tune 

5) Steal his glasses and hide his wife. 

Sydney; Now for nightlife,- a mixed crowd of pretty but chat¬ 
ty people, several lesbians and quite a few Mars employees 
marked the debut of Cities at the new club Morrissey. All we can 
tell you about Morrissey is that it is named after some man, sup¬ 
posedly the owner/manager, Mr. Morrissey Imagine if Boy Bar 
were called MacGregor or Red Zone, Lewis (after Paul MacGregor 
and Steven Lewis, the respective owners). Morrissey's designer 
has been struck by gold fever Everything you touch and a few 
places you cannot reach have turned to gold the wells, the ceiling 
and the door girl's hat Finishing out the King Midas effect is a giant 
gold leaf dragon hanging eerily over the dance floor Chauncey 
(door person from Mars), Kate Harwood, DJs John Suflga and 
Mark Kamlns host the weekly tocr through the world's most trea¬ 
sured cities. Bangkok was the lucky site of this Wednesday's 
stop—a six-foot gold leaf Buddha, a giant pagoda and go go girts 
in Far Eastern garb completed this Thai Delight. 

Liz; On to Madrid, where Pedro Almodovar's new (old, it 
was made in 1988) film, labyrinth of Posston is set The premiere 
party at Mars was notable for its presences (Brooke Shields, 
product of an alternative family unit, asked her mother for fashion 
advice, murmured something about a meaningless society, and 
admred the posters arranged artfully enough to camouflage the 
graffiti) as well as its absences Sydney Biddle Barrows orignalty 
invited, was then dis-rvited by host Chip Duckett after her eti¬ 
quette book was fotnd to have such helpful hints as warning your 
dinner guests that a Person With AJOS [Sydney. I believe Ms Bar- 
rows'term was'earner'.] wi« be attendng Duckett, as quoted in 
New York Magazine, asked Ms Mayflower, "Were you plannng to 
have unsafe sex over dessert?* Knowing Madam Barrows, this s 
not as far from the truth as one might thnk 

The party also marked the premiere of Pamela Sneed after 
dark. Working the door for the labryinth Party, Pamela is a lesbian 
activist, poet and performer Word has it she will be the new 
docxperson for Quick!* gay Thusdays 

Sydney: On a recent trip to Boy Bar we made the horrifying 
discovery that the newty crowned Miss Boy Bar, Nldde Nicole « 
working as a cocktail waitress at the same establishment which 
elected her its figurehead. This of course leads us to ask, where 
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Chaurvccy and Pamela Sneed 

Photo; Liz and Sidney 


are the runners-up? Sweeping streets? We also discovered a 
heavy metal parody to end all heavy metal parodies The Connie 
Girl and Chiclet lip-synched the Guns and Roses song, 
•Welcome to the Jungle' Wearing MetaRIca and Skid Row t-shirts 
with the added label 'piece of meat' stamped across the back, 
the duo defiantly trashed the heavy metat/biker/slut/groupie 
stereotype fed by the sexist/racist/homophobic heavy metal guys 
Never letting the audience forget this was a TV show, Connie and 
Chiclet mocked genderbending pretty boys Axl Rose and Sebas¬ 
tian Bach, two of the genre's leading offenders 

Meanwhile, on another night we blew into Dean Johnson's 
Rock and Roll Fag Bar at Pyramid and as usual marveled at all of the 
sexy and sex-hungry boys heading down to the Testosteroom for 
some back room action As Dean approached us, the always 
nqutsitive Liz had a question 

Liz. Hi Dean. Uh Where's the Estrogen koomf 
Dean: Excuse me? 
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Drew nkcly. 

W* suggest cotton or tweed. Black 
leather often kadi susceptible, shel¬ 
tered parents to picture their child 
being fucked over a pool table by 
someone large and nasty. This Impedes 
dear, thoughtful discussion of the cMI 
rights Issues Involved. 


forget to be political. 

Many people will Instinctively recoil 
from the prospect of nasty, difficult, 
personal matters-like sodomy, fellatio 
and cunnIUngus, say. So they may feel 
more at ease discussing your commit¬ 
ment to lighting for gay cMI rights, les¬ 
bian visibility and public awareness. 
Then, if you feel its appropriate, you 
can segue Into the hypocrisy of major 
religious leaders who take out tax 
dollars while refusing to teach (unspec¬ 
ified) safe-sex practices. (This may be 
just as difficult for them, but it may 
make them less visibly nauseous.) 


Introduce them to your friends as fast 
as possible. 

hole models are everything. My entire 
family had the idea I was the SOU gay 
person In America who wasn't (a) Immi¬ 
nently suicidal; (b) relentlessly trying 
to seduce the paperboy; (c) dying to 
visit the nearest truck stop; or (d) plan¬ 
ning to have every last sexual organ 
pierced. Your friends can help to dis¬ 
pel these myths, slowly. It'S the old 
see-we’re-Just-llke-regular-folks rou¬ 
tine. (That's bullshit, of course, but 
save that for Lesson TWo.) 


Come out the same day a family friend 
Is hospitalized with a fatal Illness. 

H automatically puts your carefully 
constructed coming-out speech Into 
the Just Another Cross I Have to Bear 
At This Yery, Very Difficult Time 
category. Timing Is everything. 


Be relentlessly cheerful and upbeat 
Sure, you may not feel It. But Kll make 
It a little harder for them to view you 
as the sad, rejected, pathetic outcast 
that society wants you to be If you tell 


The Do’s 
and 

Don’t’s of 
Coming 
Out 

by John Voelcker 

Is it just me, or did everyone 
you know just come out over the 
holidays? To their parents, their in¬ 
laws, their bosses, their best 
friends, their therapists? 
Here, then, are a few helpful 
hints, collected from the various 
experiences of everyone I know 
who took a deep breath and said 
IT. We suggest coming out early, 
coming out often and coming out 
proudly. The Queer Nation 
demands nothing less. 


them what great new GAY friend* 
you've made and how many really fun 
LESBIANS you know with useful con¬ 
nections and how sad your poor 
STRAIGHT friends are without any 
advantages. 


Skimp on the food and decor. 

The fabuiouanesa of your ‘new* life 
and/or lover may awe them enough to 
keep 'em In line. Pin spots and fresh 
flowers, I'm told, are perUciiarty helpful. 


Be patient while you're being Arm. 
Remember, they have 80 years or so 
of confusion and misinformation to 
work through. Be willing to explain 
three or four times that sleeping 
with people of the same sex doesn't 
automatically mean you will die 
young and alone and miserable 
because you're a hideous doomed 
outcast. Society tells 'em this shit, 
and untelling it requires repetition. 


Lots of repetition. Lots of repetition. 
Lots of repetition. 


Leave out your queer unde or that 
‘bohemian* great-aunt. 

Point out the appalling way your family 
has always treated Unde Frank or Aunt 
Frances, which reflect* their homopho¬ 
bia, and put 'em on notice you WONT 
PUT UP WITH AHy Of THAT SHIT. Smile 
when you say that, though, so they 
know you love them anyway. 


Be prepared to cope with some com¬ 
pletely Irrational shit right after you 
tell them. (Christmas Day, my patents 
told me they had set up an ‘Informal 
fond for your future mcdkal 
needs—for obvious reasons.*) 
Smile, breathe deeply and plan a 
nice, calm discussion for s couple of 
days later. In which you will gently 
explain why their action was not only 
wrong-headed but Irrational and 
offensive. In six months, you'll be 
glad you did, I think. 


Feel you have to use ‘gay* In every sin¬ 
gle sentence. 

It* completely understandable that 
you want to stop editing your life. But 
H also doesn't hurt to remind them 
now and then that you do still have 
straight friends (poor things), and stHI 
do all the same stuff you did two days 
ago—before you were QUEER. 


Have a buddy on the outside you can 
call for sympathy and to keep you In 
touch with reality. 

Reinforcement really helps especially 
after that lint draining 84-hour period. 
He or she will remind you that you have 
another, tor more supportive family 
back in NYC (or wherever), even though 
you're stuck In the frozen wastelands* 
of Lodi, Grand Forks, Cleveland, Ithaca 
or wherever. 


Give an Inch. 

It* the (lesbian and) gay 90s, and It* 
about fucking time. ▼ 
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very soon on the despicable Andy 
Rooney of 60 Minutes on CBS 

If you've been following Page Six 
at The Post and/or Entertainment 
Tonight (and really, who doesn’t?) 
then you know about Rooney's 
remarks on the air about queers ("I 
feel the same way about homosexuals 
as I do about cigarette smokers. I 
wouldn't want to spend too much 
time in a room with one, but they 
don’t bother me otherwise," and, 
"There was some recognition in 1989 
of the fact that many of the ills that 
Idll arc self-induced, such as too much 
alcohol, too much food, drugs, homo¬ 
sexual unions, cigarettes.") GLAAD 
has been on the Rooney case, and has 
been having meetings with a very- 
slow-to-respond CBS. Both USA Today 
and TV Guide have come out with sto¬ 
ries on Rooney's homophobic tirade. 
But the bomb I mentioned earlier may 
Just come next week when the new 
issue of The Advocate hits the stands 
Prom what I’m told, Rooney not only 
makes more homophobic statements, 
but makes some racist remarks which 
will no doubt fry him. Meanwhile, you 
can call Rooney directly at (212) 975- 
2065 and tell him what a bigoted shit- 
head he is. Then you can call his 
boss, CBS News President David 
Burke, at (212) 975-8462, and tell him 
what an asshole he is for not firing 
Rooney immediately. ▼ _ 

TEACHERS from pagt 1C 

staged it for the media," he said. 
"These people are not the type to 
solicit sex from young men. The 
decoys and the 17-year-old were very 
forceful and demanding and persis¬ 
tent over a long period of time to 
arrange this." 

The sheriff’s department's Posma 
has countered that the arrests were 
‘just part of the whole scope of the 
Investigation here regarding homosexu¬ 
al activity among individuals and 
minora." He said police had received 
tips and have a duty to protea children 
from 'solicitations for sexual activity." 

The "gross indecency" statute, 
under which five of the men have 
been charged, is a vague law that can 
mean whatever juries decide it 
means, according to MOHR. 


"In San Francisco, you might have 
to fuck on the steps of city hall to 
commit a ‘grossly Indecent' act,* 
Swanson said. 'But in Holland, Michi¬ 
gan a jury might decide that two men 
holding hands in public qualifies." 

According to MOHR, Ottawa 
County is heavily influenced by a fun¬ 
damentalist version of the Dutch 
Reformed religion. Ironically the pop¬ 
ular gay resort town of Saugatuck, 
often called *the Fire Island of the 
Midwest," is located only a few miles 
south in neighboring Allegan Coun¬ 
ty.— filed from Chicago ▼ 

NJ LISTS from pa g« 14 

foot fungus can be suspected to be 
HIV positive because they arc gay? Or 
if you tell your doctor your lover has 
AIDS, are you then a suspected HIV 
positive person?* she asked. 

Critics of the new legislation say it 
is poorly written. "It's a terrible bill," 
says Gary Stein from the New York- 
based Citizen's Committee on AIDS. "It 
is unclear as to what is ‘identifying 
information,’ and in what manner it will 
be reported. The whole part on report¬ 
ing of the names of HIV infected peo¬ 
ple needs to be repealed," says Stein. 

Stein also showed concern that 
the current law will be used to reduce 
or eliminate anonymous testing sites 
in the state. The new law states that 
the department of health "may select 
up to six counseling and testing sites 
throughout the state to offer anony¬ 
mous testing." Currently, New Jersey 
has 16 testing sites, all of which offer 
the option of anonymous testing. 
‘Saying they ‘may select up to six' 
sites will be a reduction in anony¬ 
mous test sites and leaves open the 
possibility of offering no anonymous 
tests," says Stein. 

At an unrelated hearing of the 
Public Health Commission on New Jer¬ 
sey public health regulations for all 
communicable diseases, eleven ACT 
UP/NJ members held up signs that said 
"No reporting of names" and "No HIV 
lists" as people spoke in favor of the 
regulations that would enable the 
reporting of positive HIV antibody tests 
to the state. From there, they went to a 
joint session of the legislature where 
Governor Florio addressed what he 
called the number one priority of New 


▼ 

Jersey, the car insurance system. 

As Governor Florio told the 
assembled lawmakers that the New 
Jersey state's system of car insurance 
was "totaled," Gary Kleinman shout¬ 
ed, *Our healthcare system is 
totalled." He was immediately 
removed by the security. Later, during 
applause for the governor’s speech, 
ACT UP member Jim Provcnzano 
began shouting to the governor about 
homeless PWAs, confidentiality and 
the new law, asking him to revoke 
the law. Provcnzano's concerns were 
drowned out by applause and cheers 
for the governor. A third protester, 
David Robinson, was escorted from 
the room as he shouted questions to 
the legislature about repeal of the 
law. Provenzano was the only 
protester arrested. He was charged 
with disrupting a public meeting. ▼ 

MENTAL HEALTH from pa« • 13 

rent mental health programs to better 
serve lesbians and gay men, and will 
work to create special programs to 
meet the community's unique needs. 

"I want to look at programs such 
as the Harvey Milk School, SAGE (a 
group for older lesbians and gay men), 
the Hetrick Martin Institute and even 
Covenant House to find out what men¬ 
tal health services are needed to meet 
their special needs," he said. 

Jones also believes that mental 
health services for gays should be 
provided at all treatment and counsel¬ 
ing centers. 

*1 don't think there has been 
enough understanding among [mental 
health workers] toward the dynamics 
and issues in gay lives and relations. 
There may be sensitivity in clinics in 
the Village, but I doubt there has 
been in the for reaches of Queens or 
Brooklyn, where gays and lesbians 
also live," Jones sakl. 

The new commissioner, whose 
16-page resume outlines nearly two 
decades of work in medicine and psy¬ 
chiatry, also plans to beef up city 
mental health services for people with 
AIDS and HIV infection. 

He said he wants to integrate city 
mental health and social workers with 
AIDS service providers, such as the 
Gay Men's Health Crisis. "I want to tie 
mental health efforts into the AIDS 
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service network that already exists.* 
*We need to help the infected 
deal with depression and denial. We 
need to move them toward accepting 
it, and then getting the appropriate 
treatment,* Jones said. 

Other issues high on Jones' agen¬ 
da include more services for the 
homeless, children and young people 
and the drug addicted. 

Not Exactly ths First 

Dr. Jones is not the first openly 
gay commissioner to serve in New 
York Gty history, but his is the first to 
be appointed. Two other commission¬ 
ers were gay, but they came out 
while in office: Health Services 
Administrator Howard Brown in 1973, 
and Cultural Affairs Commissioner 
Henry Geldzahlcr in 1979. 

Jones is admittedly not a gay 
activist, which has caused grumbling 
among some gays and lesbians. He 
doesn't belong to any gay/lesbian 
groups and spends much of his pri¬ 
vate time with his partner of 22 years. 

*1 never felt the need to get up and 
announce my homosexuality, but I never 
tried to hide it cither,* he said "But if 
anyone didn't know, they do now* 

While many lesbians and gays 
were up in arms over the' Myers 
appointment, some latinos were upset 
by Dinkins naming Jones over their 
preferred candidate: Dr. Luis Marcos of 
the Health and Hospitals Corporation 
*Dr. Marcos is a friend and col¬ 
league of mine, and other Hispanic 
leaders have said they will work with 
me. I don’t anticipate a problem,* 
Jones said, vowing to reach out to 
Latinos. *My record at this hospital, 
which has mostly Hispanic patients, 
shows my concern and sensitivity 
towards the Hispanic community.* W 


MURDER from p«g« 12 

ly parents and spent much of his time 
in a small hut he had constructed 
near the Arthur Kill, left a store called 
Deli Delight, two blocks from his 
home. A witness reported that Taylor 
and Sarto began harassing Zappalorti, 
calling him ‘faggot* and ‘queer.* 
Other neighbors have reported that 
such harassment was a frequent 
occurence. Police said that in this 


instance, Taylor and Sarlo followed 
the victim to the hut, taunting him as 
they went. Sometime within the next 
hour, they slashed Zappalorti's throat 
and stabbed him repeatedly in the 
chest with a five inch knife, according 
to police. 

Following the murder, police say 
the two took Zappalorti's keys, 
entered his home and ransacked his 
room, stealing a rosary. They fled 
when confronted by the victim's 
invalid mother. 

Michael Zappalorti, James' 
younger brother, began searching for 
his brother the next day and discov¬ 
ered the body at 2:15 pm on Tuesday. 
Taylor was arrested at a Staten Island 
nightclub early Wednesday morning. 
Sarlo is still at large. 

The two accused men have a 
record of bias-related crime against 
gays. In 1986 they were arrested and 
convicted, along with two others, of 
kidnapping a gay Staten Island man, 
beating him with a tire iron, locking 
him in the trunk of his car and threat¬ 
ening to blow the car up. In that case, 
bias against homosexuals was also 
said to be the motive. Both men 
served time in state prison for that 
conviction. 

Since their release, Taylor and 
Sarlo arc said to have been unable to 
hold steady fobs, and are called trou¬ 
blemakers by people in the neighbor¬ 
hood. They are said to have fre¬ 


quently started fights with others. 

Newspapers differed on how 
they handled the issue of Zappalorti's 
sexuality. The Dally Sews quoted 
Zappalorti's father as saying. ‘They 
killed Jimmy because he was gay, but 
he was a good gay, not a pervert.* 
Tbe Sew York Times, however, inter¬ 
preted the elder Zappalorti's state¬ 
ment that his son was not a pervert to 
mean that his son wasn't gay. 

The elder Zappalorti held a pic¬ 
ture of his son playing the piano and 
angrily denied that his son was gay. 

*‘He wasn't a pervert, he was 
clean,- the Times quoted the father as 
saying. 

Perhaps most surprising was the 
Sew York Post, whose prominent 
coverage was considered uncharacter¬ 
istically sensitive and extensive. 

Major Dsmonstratlon Planned 

At week’s end, the murder 
appeared to be turning into a focal 
point for widespread gay anger at 
the city's rising tide of anti-gay vio¬ 
lence. Numerous gay leaders 
planned to attend Zappalorti's funer¬ 
al on Saturday in Staten Island. As 
Out Week went to press, plans for a 
major demonstration, were taking 
shape. Activists were contacting a 
broad range of community groups, 
shaping a coalition to sponsor a 
demonstration in Staten Island for 
later this week. T 



February 4,1990 OUTTWEEK 53 




Music 


Read My Lips 



Read My Up*, by Jimmy Somervfllc, 
London Records (Import UK). 


by William F. Cbafin 

J immy Somerville has always 
been political As the lead 
singer of the Bronskl Beat, 
and then The Communards, he was 
gay and he was Out He sang love 
songs to other men. Lie seized gay 
disco from the divas and reinterpreted 
it, making songs like 'Never Can Say 
Goodbye’ into authentic gay music 
sung with real conviction. Now, on his 
first solo album released on London 
Records in the U K. he's more outspo¬ 
ken than ever, adamantly encouraging 
gay political activism. The title, RF.\D 
MY UPS, is derived from the ACT UP 
slogan used with images of same-sex 
couples kissing. In fact, the liner notes 
advise 'ACT UP, fight back, fight AIDS' 
and include ACT UP/london’s address. 
But don’t get the idea that this album 
is all strident politics; there are also 
love songs and disco anthems aplenty 
on this auspicious solo debut. 

The first single from READ MY 
UPS, a duet with drummer and ex¬ 
musical director of The Communards 
June Miles-Kingston, is ‘(Comment Te 
Dire) Adieu' originally a hit for 60s 
French artist Francois Hardy. Explain¬ 
ing this unusual choice of material 
Sn SOMERVILLE on p«i« O 


Meanwhile...Madam X, ever on the prowl, has these tasty tidbits to share: 


Prom New Musical Express, December 25-30, 190? 

• Boy George: ‘The best kept secret in the music 
business? That George Michael is a heterosexual.* 

• Tone Loc Tm not down on homosexuality 1 think 
it's absolutely gross. I don’t see how a man can be attracted 
to another man when you've got all these beautiful women 
out there with breasts, nice ass, eyes and pretty hair, soft 
skin. I just cant see rubbing up on a man w*h a hairy back.* 

• Barry White: "Women who walk around with their 
short skirts and their breasts exposed—that's wrong. And 
men get the blame when they get raped. It’s not some¬ 
thing men can help, it’s In their hormones.* (and so is 
absolute moronism, Barry) 

From Melody Maker. December 23-30,1909: 

• Vickie (Puzzbox’s singer). 'Wi re helping a lot of 


people fed better about themselves as well. A lot of gay 
people write to us. Cause we’re dead camp, yeah.* 

• Jo (Puzzbox’s guitarist): 'Rock is a little boy's play- 
ground and fade boys don’t talk about anything women are 
interested in or concerned about, generally. Apart from how 
big thdr willies are. And I doc) know how many women are 
interested in that.' 

From New Musical Express, November II, 190? 

• Skxrxsie: 1 can’t fed comfortable with homophobic*. 
They're very scary people. As are radsts and sexists. There 
must be something psychologically wrong with these people.’ 

And of course, song lyrics are a never ending source 
of crass obnoxiousness Take the Pogues’ *Fairy Tale of 
New York': *You scum bag / You maggot / You cheap 
lousy faggot / Happy Christmas your arse' 
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Dance 


All the Right Moves 


Steve Gross. PS 122, 150 1st Avenue. 477-5288. Feb. 9- 
11 at 8 pm. 


by Otis Stuart 


choreographers who don’t have access to established 
venues—the grass roots guys.’ At present, the Field's program 
c/ showcases and workshops presents 35 performances a year 
involving work by as many as 200 choreographers. Gross was 
also recently made curator of the dance program at the 
Kitchen, winch means that he will be instrumental in program¬ 
ming the work of even more of his pecra through the dance 
| end of the Kitchen's multidisciplinary activities. 

Gross' work as a choreographer Ls his strongest suit. 
Movement, steps, are only one of its priorities. Tm not really 
interested In movement in terms of how many times a body 
i turn or how far a leg can extend ” Gross says. ‘Physical iry 
can also create a unique state of mind, a kind of rooting from 


T rue to the swell of the times, dancer/choreogra- 
pher Steve Gross makes dances that know noth¬ 
ing of passivity, sexual or otherwise. Even at their 
quietest—Gross just sitting on a floor in one work, flicking a 
lamp off and on. summoning up images of isolation and 
instability that give Glenn Close a run for her fatally attrac¬ 
tive money—his work can be an emotional Rorshach test, which you develop another kind of language. There’s some- 
just you and right-there emotion. Gross' upcoming concert at thing absolutely fundamental and honest about your physical 
P.S. 122, his sixth evening of work since coming to New self, and that’s what I’m after—die honesty of performance ’ 
York in 1984, promises to keep up the tradition. The three Inevitably, that kind of truth has its confrontational aspects, 
scheduled works indude a new solo, masturbation, Iks and and Gross’ work doesn't shy away from the big situations. An 
cassette tapes, dealing with a topical and, by nature, touchy early solo dealt wih a mother’s suicide and had Gross moving 
subject—phone sex. taped personal descriptions and all. across the stage accompanied by a monotone account of the 
Emotional engagement has ^ event, shcatcd—arms indud- 


been central to Gross’ work 
from the start. A psychology 
major, he was Introduced to 
dance at 18 by his lover at the 
time, a dancer. Terry Beck, who 
is collaborating on a new duet 
with Gross for the PS. 122 per¬ 
formances. *1 was raised to 
work with my mind,* Gross 
says of the discovery. “You 
trained your mind. That's where 
the work was. I suited taking 
dance classes and discovered 
my body, working with my 
body. It was like something out 
of Star TYelt —uncharted territo¬ 
ry, going where no one had 
been before. It was something 
to conquer ' 

Since taking on New York, 

Gross has become something 
of a prototype for the city’s 
devdoping breed of choreogra¬ 
phers. The interests and intent, 
for example, reach out and 
beyond In addition to his work 
as a dancer, teacher and chore¬ 
ographer, Gross became direc¬ 
tor of the Field in 1987. 

establishing it as a service orga- VENUS DE MILO WITH A REAL PROBLEM 

nization for *a constituency of Star* Gross Photo B. Franklin Smith 


ed—inside a black-beaded 
evening dress, a modem day 
Vfcnus de Milo with a real prob¬ 
lem. ’Everything is a response 
to a situation. I don’t really 
think about the surprise of it,’ 
Gross says. "That person, for 
example, was trapped The idea 
is to take different lines of com¬ 
municating—in this case, the 
dress, the text, moving across 
the stage—and sec what hap¬ 
pens when they're juxtaposed.’ 

Gross’ work is also 
marked by another trait that 
has been forged out of the 
sweatshop of the 80s. The 
emotional honesty Gross cites 
as a goal nukes him a male 
choreographer working from a 
centrally gay perspective. (It 
may sound simple but it ain't) 
In Gross' work, heterosexuality 
is no longer the given, not in 
the coupling of the dances or 
the choice of costume or the 
world view. The choice has 
potential risks: Gross has just 
received funds from the NEA 
for the second time. The poten- 
S«« MOSS on )>••• 62 
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Theater 


▼i 



WHOSE FAMILY ALBUM IS IT. ANYWAY7 Photo: Joanne Giganti 

Jay (Staphan Millar) and Casay (David Baird) 


Winds of War 


The Wind Beneath My Wings by 

Sidney Morris. The Courtyard Playhouse, 
39 Grow Street. Through Feb 25i 


by Michael Palter 

A nger, one might think, is just 
the thing called for in gay the¬ 
ater now. For many, anger 
has become the elixir of life, a more 
potent fod than love or compassion. If a 
theater which reflects the experiences of 
our community is to be vital, then 
musmT it engage the leading passions 
and circumstances that confront us at 
this moment? The answer, horn a politi¬ 
cal point of view, would be yes. Politics 
and aesthetics don't always mix well, 
however, and a choke which may be 
politically correct doesn't necessarily 
make the best theater. 

Such is the case with The Wind 
Beneath My Wings, which contains con¬ 
siderable anger and deals with a contro¬ 
versial issue which hasn't been dealt 
with in theater before. Unfortunately, the 


playwright, Sydney Morris, is either con¬ 
fused as to which is more important— 
the anger or the issue—or uncertain as 
to their proper theatrical proportions. 

Jay (Stephen Miller), an AIDS 
activist in his 20s, is visiting Casey 
(David Baird), a cabaret performer in 
his 30s and a member of the first post- 
Stonewall generation. Jay. who is also 
an artist, is to complete a panel for 
the AIDS Quilt in memory of 
Adam—Casey's lover and Jay’s close 
friend. Try as Casey might, he can't 
reach across the chasm of age and 
experience to make a friend of Jay. 

The younger man is perpetually 
angry and insensitive; every story 
Casey tells him is simply ‘before my 
time." When Casey nostalgically recalls 
the nights In the ‘Stone Age before 
Stonewall" spent with midnight cow¬ 
boys and sailors, afternoons with aspir¬ 
ing actors and deaf mutes, Jay 
responds, ‘Were any of you faithful in 
the Stone Age?" The gap between them 
is measured forever when Jay, dismis¬ 
sive of Casey's passions for Ann 
Sheridan, Betty Hutton and Sal MJneo, 


sneers, "How come old queens like 
you get hung up on such insignificant 
people? Thank God we have better 
role models now—like Larry Kramer." 

And so it goes, an encounter 
between two gay men speaking differ¬ 
ent languages, separated by a screen 
of animosity which makes a transla¬ 
tion impossible. But this is not conflict 
in a theatrical sense. As opposed to 
mere anger, which can be dramatically 
stagnant, conflict leads to action-caus¬ 
ing change in the principal characters. 
The disagreements between Jay and 
Casey, disconnected to any theatrical 
action, produce no change other than 
on the clock. The point that there is a 
great distance between their genera¬ 
tions is made a dozen times, and at 
9:15, Jay and Casey arc no different 
than they were at 8:00. 

At about 9:16, we finally discover 
the reason for Jay's anger. Not surprising¬ 
ly, it is much more interesting than the 
anger itself. While Casey's generation cel¬ 
ebrated, even invented, sexual freedom. 
Jay’s world is a poisonous alphabet soup 
of HIV, PCP and AZT. It's a worid domi¬ 
nated by medical insurance, where 
Consumer Reports evaluates condoms. 

In Jay’s eyes, the fault for this 
deadly universe rests squarely with 
Casey and his "generation of pigs" who 
indiscriminantly fucked and sucked. 
Speaking for the swine to whose com¬ 
pany he has been consigned, Casey 
reminds Jay that it was those pigs who 
gave Jay the bedrock of a culture. At 
last goaded into retaliation, he tells Jay 
that when the epidemic is over, Jay’s 
generation will know what his learned 
long ago: How it feels to crawl into the 
light after living one’s entire life beneath 
rocks. At this moment, the issue is final¬ 
ly engaged, the real conflict emerges 
and the audience would be electri¬ 
fied—had it not been so worn down by 
75 minutes of what Morris doubtless 
considered the necessary "preparation." 

It is an honest mistake, but one 
which places an enormous burden on 
the actors and the director, John Wall. 
They must provide the variety of emo¬ 
tion and physical action for which Wall 
has left precious little room in his 
essentially static script. While Miller and 
Baird work well within the limited 
In WIND m p»B 
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Performance 

122 Turns 10 


Dress Up. PA 122, 150 Fmt Ave 477-528R Feb 1 at 8 pm 
(host Reno with Phillip Glass, BUI T. Jones/Amie Zane and 
Co., Alien Comics). Feb 2 at 8 (host Carmdita Tropicana with 
Bob Tdson, Melissa Fenley, Nina Martin) and at 11 (Host 
DANCENOISE with Ethyl Eichelberger, Eric Bogosian, Mtmi 
Goese). Feb. 3 at 8 (host Hapi Phace with John Kelly, Blue 
Man Group, Wbichfacr). Feb. 4 at 8 (host Lisa Kron with Tom 
Judaon and David Cale, Spalding Gray). 


by John Wing 

E ven by Performance Space 122's never subdued stan¬ 
dards. their Tenth Anniversary Benefit promises to be 
an epic event worthy of Cedi B. DeMille. This year, 
more than 60 performers, dancers, comedians, filmmakers and 
musicians will converge on 150 Fust Avenue to take port in the 
event, which runs for four days, beginning Thursday night, 
February 1. The proceeds for the benefit, called "Dress Up," 
arc to be used for a very humane purpose—redoing the badly 
decomposing performers' dressing rooms. PA. 122 hopes to 
raise $20,000 for this endeavor. Previous benefits have allowed 
new heating and lighting systems to be installed, and the refur¬ 
bishment of a downstairs performing area that had been 
likened to a dungeon. It makes one wonder what was going 
on at this former public school before it became a home for 
performers in 1979 

The benefit will bring together some of the most tal¬ 
ented artists around, including Eric Bogosian, Penny 
Arcade, Ishmael Houston-Jones, Spalding Gray and Ann 
Carlson. This East Village jamboree will also have the host¬ 
ing expertise of Hapi Phace, Reno, Carmelita Tropicana, 
DANCENOISE, Cee Brown and Lisa Kron with Tom Judson 
They will each host one of the six performances which will 
comprise the benefit. 

As always, there will be numerous surprise guests. 
One year Whoopi Goldberg came disguised as a bag lady 
and, unrecognized by both audience and staff, grabbed the 
stage microphone and commenced a monologue. 

As part of the opening night bash, the entire building will 
be made over with Laser beam designs synchronized to music 
by Science Faction. When not transfixed by the facade, on the 
inside, guests will be able to eat, drink and party before the 
first performance of the evening, which starts at 8 00. All told, 
the benefit is a crash course in experimental entertainment. 

"It's our Mardi Gras..our Oscarsour Macy's Thanksgiving 
Day Parade," said an cbulliant Mark Russell, the executive 
director of P.S. 122. "Our benefit has become so big and popu¬ 
lar, I couldn't stop it if I tried. It's got a life of its own now" 

One of the chief delights of the benefit, according to Mr 
Russell, is the number of new talents who are being showcased 
in New York for the first time. "It's a great way for the public to 
check out what's happening in all the performing arts." 



Mr. Russell, as impre¬ 
sario of the benefit, finds 
great personal satisfaction in 
bow many performers who 
got their start at PS. 122 
return not only for the 
annual benefit, but 
shows throughout the year. 

"It was a total surprise to 
me to see them come back. 

1 thought that when 
performers graduated 
B.A.M.. they’d be 
me back postcards. But 
instead, they're here 
ing to inspire younger 
artists." 

Since being founded 
over ten years ago as a per¬ 
formance laboratory, P.S. 

122 has remained a 
for emerging talent. Last 
year there were 150 perfor¬ 
mances, and if 
are plans for 
more. The dynamic envi¬ 
ronment is fostered by a 
staff, most of whom arc 
volunteers, who often work 
long hours six to seven 
days a week. Mr. Russell 
has high hopes for the next . 

ten years and is looking 1 TT*, 

forward to the next genera- HUBirnmOmkn McAdams 
tion of performers who will develop (heir craft at PA122. 

"A new generation is coming into their own right now. 
They are performers and artists who have grown up under com¬ 
pletely different times than former generations," said Mr. Russell, 
speaking about the influence of AIDS a 
"AIDS is shaping us, but artists are still in a sort of state of shock 
over it." PA 122 has been extremely active in AIDS censorship 
issues, and has performed a number of benefits to support 
groups such as Visual AIDS and God’s Love Wfc Deliver. 

"At PA. 122, we are always trying to challenge our¬ 
selves with our programming—almost to scare ourselves,' 
said Mr. Russell, with eagerness. "We don't have any specific 
paths to take here, we just follow our artists." 

After the ordeal of organizing this year’s benefit, the staff 
of PS 122 will not be taking any time off, but will be busy 
with February’s full schedule of performances. While Mr. 
Russell finds the experience of the benefit invigorating, he is 
quick to add with a laugh: "But don't go calling us up too early 
the Monday after itf" 

Admission to "Dress Up" will be. $20 per show, $35 for 
the opening night bash and performance, or $80 for a 
‘Dress Up* pass which grants admission to opening night 
and all shows plus a lam£ scarf. ▼ 
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Books 

Naked, Nude, Nudist 


Carnal Knowing: Female 
Nakedness and Religious 
Meaning In the C hristian West 

by Margaret R. Miles. Beacon 
Press. $24.95. 250 pages 


by Michael Schwarz 

M argaret R. Miles' Carnal 
Knowing. Female Naked¬ 
ness and Religious Mean¬ 
ing tn the Christian Wist is a book in 
search of a subject Although she pur* 
ports to be writing about female naked- 


CARNAL 

KNOWING 



MARGARET R. 
MILES 


ness. Miles, a professor of historical 
theology at Harvard Divinity School, 
never convincingly answers the ques¬ 
tion of why naked female bodies have 
been associated with sensuality and 
desire while naked male bodies have 
symbolized power, athletic prowess and 
knowledge. Instead of a discussion of 
nakedness perse we arc presented with 
examples of gender asymmetry in an, 
literature and theology, only some of 


which have to do with nakedness. 

Carnal Knotting introduces us to 
a variety of loosely related subjects 
including fourth century baptismal 
practices, medieval female asceticism, 
the story of Adam and Eve and the 
concept of the grotesque. Miles' con¬ 
clusions are nothing if not dearly stat¬ 
ed ‘Patriarchal cultures,* she writes, 
‘in spite of their many dissimilarities, 
share a common need to preserve male 
control that is thought of simply as 
'order'. A central component of main¬ 
taining and reproducing social order is 
the management of women, and a 
powerful strategy for controlling 
women is their public representation-’ 
Her point is that "because women have 
not enjoyed the conditions necessary 
far formulating seif-representations that 
could have informed collective male 
views of women, men have usually 
created representations of women out 
of their fears and fantasies.* 

These impressive, and most likely 
coned, conclusions arc not, however, 
supported by very much in the way of 
argumentation- One could easily formu¬ 
late an argument for why fourth century 
baptismal practices arc important in the 
history of gender asymmetry in the 
West. The fourth and fifth century bap¬ 
tismal practices were a turning point in 
the history of sexuality, as a number of 
historians have recently argued, and 
naked baptism is potentially a vivid 
source of information of early Christian 
attitudes toward women. But Miles 
never bothers to place her subject in 
historical perspective. 

In discussing the story of Adam 
and Eve, for example, she initially 
claims that ‘interpretations of the 
Genesis account (of creation) repre¬ 
sent not a 'unified set of shared 
notions,' but a 'series of arguments 
among people' about the significance 
of sex difference and the social con¬ 
struction of gender * So far so good. 
But, instead of attempting a survey of 
literary and artistic treatments of the 
Creation and Fall across the centuries. 


Miles decides to ‘explore In some 
detail versions of the story by several 
notable authors—Saint Ambrose, 
Augustine, Saint Hildcgard of Bingen, 
Martin Luther and Sorcn Kierkegaard * 
Why these five? No answer is 
offered. One can only assume that 
she believes these authors to be espe¬ 
cially representative. But representa¬ 
tive of what? Or whom? She 
concludes, ironically, that *thc literary 
and pictorial presentation of the fig¬ 
ure 'woman,'...carried remarkable 
continuity across medieval societies 
and appears to have relied very little 
on what actual women were doing.* 

Fortunately, despite all of its defi¬ 
ciencies. Carnal Knowing makes a 
number of very interesting and even 
provocative points. Miles articulates 
the special affiliation the female body 
has with the grotesque. ‘Some 
women,* she writes, ‘were seen as 
personifications of the grotesque (dur¬ 
ing the Middle Ages): prostitutes, for 
example, epitomized the penetrable 
body that produces juices and smells. 
The prostitute’s body was described 
as the opposite of the closed, self- 
contained, controlled male body and 
the opposite of that of some virtuous 
women, especially virgins, who were 
called 'gardens enclosed.'* This affin¬ 
ity is founded *on the assumption that 
the male body is the perfectly formed, 
complete and therefore normative 
body. By contrast women’s bodies 
incorporate parts (like breasts, uterus, 
and vagina) and processes (like men¬ 
struation and pregnancy) that 
appeared grotesque to the authors 
and artists who represented women." 

The battle between the sacred and 
profane, in ocher words, is played out 
in the language of the body The point 
is not original, but Miles effectively 
shows how gender Influences ideas 
about bodily integnry and pollution in 
a way that Mary Douglas would no 
doubt approve of. Following the work 
of Peter Stall yfarass, she also argues that 
Sot NAKED on 
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Allen Ginsberg was a part of it 
from the beginning. As soon as he left 
his home in Passaic, New Jersey, to 
attend Columbia University, Ginsberg 
helped establish the seemingly excit¬ 
ing and sexually alluring crowd that 
would become the Beats. 

Columbia was a heady start to a 
life which would lead Ginsberg in a 
search for passion and enlightenment. 
He studied under gurus in India and 
in this country, shot up speed with 
poets in Paris, picked up boys with 
friends in Morocco. And almost all of 
it was covered by a fascinated press 
which was feeding an even more 
enthralled public. 

The Beats became the figures of 
rebellion and expression in a 
repressed American society. These 
were the symbols of the wild spirit 
that so many wanted to emulate. 
Ginsberg was an especially impor¬ 
tant figure for the gay world which 
began to evolve after the Stonewall 
riots, long after he, himself, had 
come out publicly. (In fact, Ginsberg 
was there for the second day of 
Stonewall, drawn by the sudden 
eruption of gay power.) 

Those of us who had grown up 
with Ginsberg and the Beats were 
astonished when he suddenly 
seemed to give it all up a few years 
ago and become a coat-and-tie wear¬ 
ing professor at Brooklyn College 
and, soon after, the president of the 
mainstream PEN organization. Then 
he left behind his years-long relation¬ 
ship with City Lights publishers and 
signed on with Andrew Wylie, the 
most odious and least respected of 
the mammoth literary agents who are 
becoming so powerful in New York. 
(It's no mistake that this biography 
was commissioned by Wylie, who 
represented it, soon after. A now 
high-priced item, Ginsberg needed 
press to justify the huge amounts that 
the agent would, successfully, 
demand from mainstream publish¬ 
ers.) 

What happened? No one should 
fault Ginsberg for finally looking for a 
living wage and decent royalties, but 
there seemed to be so much more 
behind the story. The biographer 
doesn't want to really admit it, but the 
real stuff soon becomes apparent as 


Ginsberg; A Biography by Bany Miles. Simon and Schuster. $24.95. 
Memoirs of a Bastard .Angel A Fifty-Year Literary and Erode Odyssey by 
Harold Norse, preface by James Baldwin. William Morrow and Company $22.95. 


which laid the groundwork for the 
Woodstock decade. The happenings 
of the 60s and the most vivid experi¬ 
mental art of the post-World War II 
era all have their roots in the ram¬ 
bling, exotic bonds of poets and writ¬ 
ers and painters who seemed to come 
together magically. 


by John Preston 


I he Beat Generation caught 
the imagination of the Ameri¬ 
can arts in the 50s. Kerouac, 
Cassaday. Burroughs were names 
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Ginsberg's story unfolds. 

Yes, there were those adventures 
and there were literary blockbusters 
such as Howl, the only poem for 
which Ginsberg will always be 
remembered. There were also untold 
years lost to drugs; the very theme of 
Hold was the destruction of a genera¬ 
tion. And there was unending unhap¬ 
piness. And there was a lot of hype. 

Ginsberg presented himself and 
his •lover' Peter Orlovsky as the per¬ 
fect gay couple, a model of monoga¬ 
mous fidelity for the evolving gay 
world to emulate. In fact, Peter was 
basically heterosexual, almost always 
on drugs and often psychotic. They 
were a mess. 

The characters who made up 
the Beat Generation had their 
moments of glory and inspiration. 
But no one could sustain the drug- 
fueled high that started them on 
their way. They all had to crash 
eventually. Many did it by dying, 
others by going crazy; Ginsberg did 
it by becoming a professor, a tired 
man entering old age without ever 
having found the answers he so con¬ 
stantly sought. The biography is 
workman-like enough, nothing spe¬ 
cial, but nothing astonishing either. 
In the end, while the beginning is 
star-studded and enthusiastic, this is 
a sad and depressing story. 

***** 

When Harold Norse was a stu¬ 
dent at Brooklyn College he firmly 
held the beliefs of many radical 
homosexuals of the time-, "...that we 
would all be reborn in communism, a 
faith that promised an end to social 
injustice, war, racism and inequality of 
the sexes. Without that ideal we faced 
boredom and masturbation. With it 
we masturbated to fantasies of the 
Noble Worker.* 

Sexually precocious and Intellec¬ 
tually gifted, Norse moved through a 
bohemian, leftist world with compan¬ 
ions like Baldwin and Ginsberg. As 
they grew older, some of them grew 
famous, some became criminals and 
others simply went on with their lives. 

Norse, as involved with drugs 
as any of the rest, doesn't seem to 
have ever caught the train. While he 


Harold Nona 


eventually published many volumes 
of poetry, he never accumulated the 
recognition that fell to many of his 
peers. He even lost his lover to 
Auden, which actually has been one 
of his claims to fame. More recently, 
however, he seems to have discov¬ 
ered that younger people arc inter¬ 
ested in his life, and that publishers 
who had once been so difficult 
were now willing to pay him for his 
reminiscences. The result is an 
uneven but usually fascinating auto¬ 
biography. 

There's no doubt that Norse feels 
slighted by the ravages of fortune— 


Photo: Nina Glasser 


he documents Isherwood's slights of 
him, the prizes he didn't win, the 
publishers who did him wrong—but 
there’s also enough fascinating stuff 
here to justify any reader’s time, 
especially now when so many seem 
intrigued with the development of 
the Beat Movement in literature and 
are debating its real effects on our 
culture. Norse Is actually best and 
most poetic when he's describing the 
most memorable tricks of his life—he 
was the soul of a pornographer in 
the most artistic sense of the 
term—although the rest of his story is 
also of note. ▼ 
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GROSS from page 55 

tial value b even greater. *1 dent think 
of my work as political,' Gross says. *1 
mean, I signed up GMHC right after I 
got to New York, but that doesn't seem 
to me political—it's just obvious, neces¬ 
sary. But my work comes out of who I 
am and what I am living, so if there b a 
political aspect it's in a ■product of my 
times way* rather than as an objective. I 
don’t understand why—or how—chore¬ 
ographers force a heterosexual perspec¬ 
tive on their work. I do what 1 am." ▼ 


SOMERVILLE from paf • 54 

Somerville says, *1 thought it would be 
good to start my solo project with 
something completely off the wall, and 
I don't think you could have anything 
more off the wall than a Scottish singer 
singing French over a House track.* 

It docs have a House-influenced 
beat, however ‘Adieu* often succumbs 
to typical disco flourishes when some 
acidic twists would be more appropri¬ 
ate. It’s entertaining, but not the 
strongest cut on the album by a long 
shot. Much better is the other cover: 
the gay gospdesque disco classic "You 
Make Me Fed (Mighty Real)*. In ihb 
tribute to the late great Sylvester (the 
original male disco diva) Somerville 
captures all the excitement and fun of 
1978 without sounding dated. As 
Jimmy's falsetto soars like Sylvester’s, 
you realize what a solidly great disco 
song this will always be. 

The best original high energy song 
b "Perfect Day" Written by Somerville, 
it's a romantic love story set by the sea¬ 
side: “Give me your hand and well 
walk by the shore/skim stones on the 
water, the waves crash and roar/ 
Pretending you're Neptune/write names 
in the sand/lips brushed with salt I tell 
you I love you/you smile*. Next, 
"Heaven b Here on Earth (With Your 
Love)* continues the romantic mood. 
It’s a divine pop song foil of religious 
imagery. "Say, I'm praying hell soy, a 
little prayer/l've found heaven on earth, 
a dream come true with your love*. 

On side two of READ MY UPS. 
Somerville calls for participatory politi¬ 
cal activism. ‘Read My Lips (Enough b 
Enough)’ and *And You Never 
Thought This Gould Happen To You" 
are both high energy disco protest 


anthems. ‘Ups' demands money, dig¬ 
nity and a cure for AIDS and indudes 
the repeatedly chanted refrain, 'The 
power within we can use it to win.* 
*And You Never* calls for protest 
against the government in support of 
our rights, proclaiming, *1 believe the 
basic thing in life should be free/health 
and education have priority/and they’re 
selling to us what we already own*. 

While these songs generate 
strength and conviction, the best sur¬ 
prise of this album is ‘Control*. 
Somerville uses his lower register 
"regular* voice which turns out to be 
very sexy, very sensual. He sings, 
‘Feel your strength, just let it flow/the 
more you supress, the weaker you 
grow/build yourself a fortress of 
pride/take control of your life body 
and soul*. It’s a fantastidy gay (or 
any other way of being, for that mat¬ 
ter!) inspirational song for the 90s. 
The album ends with ‘Rain,* a beauti¬ 
fully jazzy techno-pop song about the 
environmental emergency of acid 
rain. The only lyrics arc ‘Here comes 
the rain/it's burning, it’s buming/who 
would believe that the rain it could 
kill?*. But they are enough. 

With READ MY UPS. Jimmy 
Somerville has stepped out as a dear 
voice for the global gay community. 
He has created dance music with a 
social conscious and a gay heart. Let’s 
hope it’s released in America soon. ▼ 


NAKED from |»||M 

men grew increasingly insecure about 
relations between the sexes during the 
late medieval period, and that this inse¬ 
curity influenced some political as well 
as sexual arrangements 

This emphasis on the sexual poli¬ 
tics of representation in the Renaissance 
leads Miles to discuss the possibility of 
reappropriating the image of the female 
body as a symbol of self respect and 
knowledge in the contemporary world. 
Miles complains that 'the female body 
has been... so thoroughly 'mastered'm 
representation that viewers' most imme¬ 
diate reaction b to sec female naked¬ 
ness as an object of male desire.* True 
enough. Miles’ suggestion, however, 
that “men must relinquish the figure of 
the naked female as a format for the 
representation of male «-xuality and 


must Icam to represent themselves in 
more direct and honest ways,* b less 
sanguine. What would an ‘honest* 
and 'direct* portrayal of male sexuality 
be like? How, moreover, docs one rep¬ 
resent the foil personality and character 
of a human being in a picture? And 
how can an image rob the dignity of 
the person portrayed or the group of 
people it represents? 

These are difficult questions which 
readers will rightly associate with the 
recent debate about pornography. 
One need not dredge up that whole 
debate, however, to acknowledge that 
the relationship between the represen¬ 
tation and behavior b complex and that 
simple solutions to the problem of gen¬ 
der asymmetry will not be forthcoming. 

Still, one can sympathize with 
Miles' passionate summary: "Men’s 
fear of women comes from the socially 
constructed but intimately fdt need to 
control a puzzling similar-but-different 
being. And women are felt to be 
unknown, mysterious, because they do 
not represent themselves in the public 
sphere and thus do not reveal and 
articulate a collective female subjectivi¬ 
ty that would both limit the projection 
of male fears and longings and, ulti¬ 
mately. reassure men that, in Calypso's 
words. The heart within me b not of 
iron, but yearning, like yours.'* ▼ 

WIND from papX 

range the writing allows, their efforts, 
almost predictably, fall short. Wall b 
unable to help them discover the 
details of characterization and physical 
action which might at least paper over 
some of the author's more obvious 
manipulations as he unneccessarily 
puts off revealing the core of Jay’s fury. 
Miller’s job b especially difficult, as he 
must try to locate something attractive 
in Jay. who grows more petulant and 
dislikeable as the evening goes on. 

The Wind Beneath My Wings 
(which b how Jay, perhaps unfortu¬ 
nately, characterizes Adam) b not a 
bad play. It’s a shame, however, that 
its real subject—the blaming of 
Casey's generation for AIDS—is rele¬ 
gated to the last 15 minutes, and then, 
in a few dissolving tears and a hug, 
resolved. It’s an important subject, 
and one which other writers could 
profitably take up. ▼ 
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THEATER PLACE BISTRO present* 
renown entertainer Oaketi Stall**. 
Mux char g* $10, mmimua $8 Show* 
at 10 pm and midn.grii 785 Wi Avans*. 
95S-5MO 

CAY ANO LESBIAN SWITCH BOARO/NY 
Valaalaar Interviews. for (hot* who 
with to work at laatt two 3-hour shift* 


Wlowing day, I/S; *30 pm; 777 1*00 

IOCNTITY HOUSE Rap Grasp: Owning 
Out at Work; *44 6th Ay* Ibtiwi 14/15 
Sts). 6 30-030 pm; 243-0101 

THE ANSWER IS LOVING Warns Talk- 
ing Worn*.» Talk: Claw Eacaaatar of 
tka loving latiawta Kind. 'How kind? 
What kind?*; lad by Ruth Barman and 
Com* Kurtz; Shaapahaad Bay, Brook 
lyn;7A5-10pm;S6.71*169* 2305 

CAY MEN OF AFRICAN DESCENT 0«s 
eauioa: Bap sad Crap, locusmg on 
a;* discrimination. at* ralationahip 
taboo*, and on how oidar Biaek/Udno 
jay man ratal* to th* broad*' commu¬ 
nity: *1 th* Cantor, 200 W 13 St I pm; 
020-7310 


3 DOLLAR BILL THEATER COMPANY 
Workshop Reeding si A*scum* Mari- 

*r», 'oat In NYC during th* 2nd prati- 
dantial tars of Dan Quay a’ 
anticipation of a lata-apring opan r g; at 
th* Appl* Corps Thaatr*. 336 W 20 St 0 
pm; Ira*, no rsvp nacasssry; Info 900 
3750 (also tomorrow, **m* lima) 

WOW CAFE Film and Vtd** NigM. a as 


B00Y POSITIVE Friday Night Social* 
tor HIV Poaithraa and Wards, avary lit 
S 3rd Friday; fk/lgaY* Church. 73* W 73 
St (off BwayL 9 pm • midnight, has. Info 
721-134* INot* tha naat soc FEB 1*. 
wll b* a tp*c si Vs *-trna's Day Oanca) 

COLUMBIA USBIAN. BISEXUAL 6AY 
COALITION First Friday Oanca. in Earl 
Han. Columbia U. 11* St ft Bwty I# V*9 
train); 10 pm - 2 am. photo O to drink. 

*54 3574.154 148* 


HIV./PWA wotcoma; today and tomor 
row; 10 am - ( pm. SI50. Tarry 4*3 9152. 
Aubray 475 1496 

FEATURE Final day ts ... PaSar Hai¬ 
ti agar, Cs«». and K**ia Wolff. N«w 
Psroftnp. 4*4 Broom* St Tu*t.-S»t. 
noon-0 pm; 941 7077 

SAGE Irsnck at Bamrii Restaurant 

190 W 4 St (at Barrow). noon or 2 pm 
stating. S11 SO. mail ch«ck to SAGE. 
200 W13 St NYC 10011 

CONGREGATION BETH SIMCHAT 
TORAH Wiatar Film Fattlsol: Mira/a 
am. at 57 Bathuna St (na*r West StL 
• pm. S4 (Ineludaa frat popcorn & 
soda). 929-9490 


CONNECTICUT NOW and NARAl. at al. 
A Cossacticst March for Womaai 

Us**. u> th* Conntckcwt State Capitol 
ground* to Hartford, to ahow Support 
lor ehok# bailors th* Connacbcut Gan 
•ral Assembly opens on Fab 7; 1 pm; 
CT NARAl 203/746 07*7. CT NOW 
203/574-597* 

SAGE Sunday Orep-ia. lor man and 
woman; at »t Canttr. 208 W 13 St 
SAGE Room; 130-430 pm. 741-2247 

DIGNITY/HUDSON COUNTY lilargy and 
Social St Matthew's Udiaran Church. 
Wayn* St (btwn Barrow St & Jtrsay 
A»a), Jars ay City. NJ. S pm, 201/434- 
354* (Editor's not* this avanl irmaugu- 
ratas a nsw Dignity chapter) 

GAY PERFORMANCES COMPANY 

Staged Reading ot a play; at dm Carter. 
200 W13 St T pm; 595-1445 


3 DOLLAR BIU THEATER COMPANY 

Workshop Reading *1 At sewn* Mart 
ffrs. wa FEB 2 


mane* o< Sidney Morris's 7k* Mffad 




WOMEN ANO FRIENOS and THE LES¬ 
BIAN NATIONAL CONFERENCE Oanca at 
tka Center. »• and every test Saturday 
through May. tonight'* OJ. Carolyn Ford. 
20* W13 St 9 pm • 1 am; 5*3* m*mb«rs. 
son ion and skrdants. (20-7310 

WOMEN ANO COMEDY praaama Emmy 
Gay la btorlr a* tka Racks; Castillo 
Cultural Canter, Suit* 201. 500 Green¬ 
wich Spa at (btwn Sprrg’CanalX 10 pm. 
SI0.ra*arvaiiont 941 -5*00 

MAMA OOESN'T KN0WI PRODUC¬ 
TIONS Naan Parly for woman and man. 
a b*nt«t lor MDKtPs ie! Bn Arid# LAr* 
On! iWauant in Juna. I3SW14 St M pm 
• 4 am; SW (Jncluda* on# drink); 71*1632 
0774 (Ed tor * not* MDKIP la a mutt- 
racial, mulb-cultural organization 
sawing th* laabian and gay poopi# of 
ector co-r-jmty urea 19*7.) 

SPECTRUM prat ants Pajama Party, 
singing >b No Sa and <V#r and (Tear, 
'complimentary drink for anybody 
wearing their pe,am»t. nighigown and 
slippart*. 902 64th Svaat Brooklyn (N 
Train to 8th Av* atop. Bay Rid**); 




NEW MUSEUM Of CONTEMPORARY 
ART Final Day tf Enka R*th*nk«rg's 
Mart Ye* Attacked Amorito Tad ay’ 


NYC GAY ANO USBIAN ANTI VIO¬ 
LENCE PROJECT Sappart Groups Farm 
lag tor Man: Mala Sarwaan *f Saaaaf 
AaaaaA and Warn * *: (aakiaa tmrrmrs 
a/ Bartering, two group* to bagin in 
March. 12 waakly 90 mlnut* evening 
aaaaion* onding in June; taciklatad by 
card* ad th*rapdta; ha*. *07 0197 

SAGE Warkak*p lor Warn*a: MotHtf 
Stmtrt l» Clttpi and Otoroomo 

Faara. thit and naat Monday, lad by 
lynn* Stavan*. CSW; loeuaing on tak¬ 
ing riaka. building option* in your M*. 
Naming good risk-taring skins, raham- 
hg tallurt. at th* Center. 209 W 13 St 
SAGE Room; 730-9 pm; 741-2247 

THE CLOSET CASE SHOW Tka Firaf 
W«*k of rk* Happy Til with Naw 

Year's Eva go-go boy* at Cuando. Naw 
Year'* Day atripptra at Privtta Eyas, 
and Op Owckttft Jan. 7 1st Annhrtr- 
aary at Mart Naadl M*». In which 
naked Jak* and Frankie ar* cover ad 
with marahmallow fluff; Manhattan 
Cable Chennai Cl I*, midnight 


GAY MEN’S HEALTH CRISIS •***« at 
City Canttr *1 th* opening night of la* 
Ballots TMckadar* da Manta Cart*. 55 

St (btwn *th/7th Avast ahow at 7:3» pm; 
show ealabration at Rad Zona; 


Imp hart, clinical psychologist; at Si 
Jostph's School. Ill Washington 
Pltc* (two block* south ol I Si off 6th 
Ava), 730 pm; S3 dortkon. 727-77*9 

3 DOLLAR BAL THEATER fra* Itaadmg 
*f Rakacca Ramon's Sacraft, in * 

sari a* ol rnadmgs of Plays by Woman, 
at th* Appl* Corps Thaatr*. 336 W 20 
SC • p«. 9*9 3750 


FEBRUARY 7 

BERTHA CAPEN REYNOLDS SOCIETY 
and IESBIAN/GAY ALLIANCE AT 
HUNIER Comm awry Orpaauiag i* *a 

on ACT UrTwganizing strstagi«a and 
tfract acton laches, no spas kart Mas 
in* Wort* and Gragg Bordowitz; at th* 
Canter. 201W13 Sc 7 pm. S3C 9H-3012 

CONGREGATION BETH SIMCHAT 
TORAH Jawiak Edacatiaa Caartaa. 
tonight Contemporary Jevwth ftauar 
Jewish Canao/ogy at 7 pm; at 57 
Bathuna Sc info 929-9499 

CENTER SPORTS taas NY Ranger* va. 
Edaaeatea Ollora. hockey match; at 
Mao son Squsra Garden, 33rd St B 7th 
Ava; 7:30 pm, mambara S2S/non m#m- 
bar* $35:670-7310 

PATH: POSITIVE APPROACHES 
TOWARD HEALING Samiaar CkaasMg 
a Par*, lad by Patar Handrlckaen. 
PhD, for anyone eoncamad about HIV 
rtfaebon. Intagrai Yb-js Inatituta. 227 W 
13 SC 730-9 pm, S5, $29-059* 

NEW YORK THEATRE GROUP Stagad 
Ratding: Tka laps** fra# poetic 
drama about bra and AOS. a*t Mmul- 
lansousN in Sicily, th* American South 
and on die tat of a Ulm-in-prggraaa; at 
th* Cantor. 209 W 13 St; » pm; $S; 
71*624-4680 

3-OOLLAR BIU THEATER Fm* Rtadiag 
•I R*k*it Chalky's Oh PMf*. 'Ihrt* 

dark. *n>lic meditation* on 6m*. dasra 
and dssih from dr* sudtor of Jar*#/’, 
at Apple Corps Thaatr*. 33* W 20 Sc • 
pm, 999 3750 

EAGLE BAR Movi* Night Nr«klm*r* 
00 ffm Sfmaf S Tka Dmm CM* 1*2 

UthAva(at21 SO; npm;*91-*451 


O ft FAT CAT prasanta Mat* Stripping. 
Wednesdays, through Valanonas Day; 
261 W 12 St (btwn HudsrWWsil 4thli 
midnighc 243 90*1 

























OUTWEEK BEST BETS 


(for finding other gays and lesbians to dance with) 


Monday 

Private Eyas (Kool Komrads; male strippers) 12 W21 St. info 242- 
5646, club 206-7772 

Tuesday 

Better Days 316 W 49 St <8/9 Aves) 246-8925 

•Love Machine at Underground, 860 Bway, near 17th St; 254-4005 

Wednesday 

Better Days 316 W 49 St (8/9 Aves) 245-8925 
Private Eyes (Jeffrey Sanker & Dallas's Club Bad) 12 W 21 St, btwn 
5tJVWi Aves, 206-7772 

•Pyramid (Dean Johnson's Rock & Roll Fag Bar) 101 Avenue A, btwn 
6ttV7th Streets, 420-1590 

Silver Uning (2-4-1 drink) 175 Cherry La. Floral Pk. LI. 516/354-9641 
Spectrum (free admission) 802 64th St O 8th Ave, Bay Ridge. Bklyn, 
718/238-8213 

Stud (2-4-1 drinks) 202 Westchester Ave, Wh. Pins. 914/761-3100 
Twenty/Twenty {Kool Komrads, gey men after 10 pm) 20 W 20 St, info 
242-5646. club 727-8841 

Thursday 

•Boybar (has a new wave drag show) 151/2 St Marks Place, btwn 
2nd/3rd Aves. 674-7959 

•Copacabana (last Thu. of the month has Susan Bartsch party) 10 E 
60 SLet Fifth Ave, 755-6010 

•Pyramid 101 Avenue A, btwn 6th/7th Streets, 420-1590 
•Quickl (Chip Duckett Thursdays start Feb. 8) 6 Hubert St 925-2442 
Spectrum (free admission all night. 2-4-1 drinks) 802 64th St O 8th 
Ave. Bay Ridge, BUyn. 718/238-8213 

Friday 

•Boybar 151/2 St Marks PI., btwn 2nd/3rd Aves, 674-7959 
•Carmelite's (Chip Duckett's Boy+Boy & Girl+Girl) 150 E14 St 
Columbia Dances (1st Friday of every month) 116th St & Bway, 854- 
3574 days 

Private Eyes (preppies end young professionals) 12 W 21 St, btwn 
5th/6th Aves, 206-7772 

Spectrum (malo and female strippers) 802 64th St O 8th Ave, Bay 
Ridge. Bklyn, 718/238-8213 

Saturday 

Barefoot Boogie (smoke & elcohol free) 434 6th Ave (btwn 5V10 Sts); 
832-6759 

•Boybar 151/2 St Marks Place, btwn 2nd/3rd Aves, 674-7969 
The Canter Dances (2nd end 4th Seturdays) 208 W13 St, btwn 
7th/8th Aves. 620-7310 

Pep Boys at Columbia (3rd Saturdays, except Jan. 27) 116 & B'way, 
10 pm - 3 am; info 629-1989 

Private Eyes (Jeffrey Sanker & Dallas's Club Bad) 12 W 21 St, btwn 
5th/6th Aves. 206-7772 

Saint At Large (alternate Saturdays, from 1/27) 105 2nd Ave (at 6 St) 
674-8541 

Sound Factory (Acid House, no alcohol, doors open midnight) 530 W 
27 St (btwn 10th/11th Aves). 643-0728 
Spectrum (guest performer night) 802 64th St Bklyn., 718/238-8213 

Sunday 

Batter Days 316 W 49 St (8/9 Aves); 245-8925 
•Mars (Chip Duckett's 'Mars Needs Men' night) Westside Highway 
and 13th SL 691-6262 

•Pyramid (Hepi Phace and Drag ♦ Variety Show) 101 Avenue A, btwn 
6/7 Streets, 420-1590 


Hot Rod (Kool Komrads' Sinful Sundays, open 8 pm) 28 St at 11th 
Ave. info 242-5646 

Spectrum (show; free admission 9-10 pm) 802 64th St O 8th Ave, Bey 
Ridge, Bklyn, 71^238-8213 

Every Night (or almost) 

Grand Central (Rockville Centre, U, closed Mon & Tues) 210 Merrick 
Road, Rockville Centre. U, 516/536-4800 
Monster (West Village) 80 Grove St at Sheridan Sq, 924-3557 
•Morrissey (TVs, club kids, straight/gay crowd; closad Sun-Tues) 
11th Ave at 26 SL 633-0701 

BEST BETS for Women's Dancing 

NOTE; Party events are subject to change. Always cell to confirm. 


Tuesday 

Hatfield's 126-10 Queens Blvd.. Kew Gardens, 718/261-8484 

Wednesday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd. W. Hempstead, U; 516/486-9516 
Spectrum 802 64th St O 8th Ave. Bey Ridge, Bklyn, 718/238-8213 
Twenty/Twenty (Shescapa After Work, 5-10 pm) 20 W 20 St (btwn 
5ttV6th Aves), info 645-6479, club 727-8841 

Thursday 

Bedrock 12f Woodfield Rd, W. Hempstead, U; 516/486-9616 
Spectrum 802 64th St O 8th Ave, Bey Ridge, Bklyn, 718/238-8213 

Friday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd, W. Hempstead, U; 518/486-9516 
Chaeks 2000 Long Beach Road, Island Park. U. 516/431-5700 
Roxy (Shascape) 515 W18 St. btwn IOth/11th Avas; info 645-6479, 
club 645-5156 

Spectrum 802 64th St© 8th Ave. Bay Ridge, Bklyn, 718/233-8213 
Visions 56-01 Queens Blvd, Woodside, info 718/846-7131. club 
718/899-9031 

Saturday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd, W. Hempstead, U; 516/486-9516 
The Center (Women & Friends 1st Seturdays, Feb. thru May) 208 W 
13 SL 620-7310 

Silver Uning 175 Cherry Lane, Floral Perk. U, 516/354-9641 
Spectrum 80264th St O 8th Ave. Bay Ridge. Bklyn, 7181/238-8213 
Stan 836 Grand Boulevard, Deer Perk. U. 516/242-3857 
Twenty/Twenty (Shascape) 20 West 20 Strett (btwn 5th/6th Aves), 
info 645-6479, club 727-8841 

Sunday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd. W. Hempstead. U; 516/486-9616 
Cave Canom (Sandwich Sister Sundays) 241st Ave at 1st St, 529- 
9665 

Spectrum 802 64th St O 8th Ave, Bey Ridge, BUyn, 718/238-8213 

Every Night 

Cubby Hole 438 Hudson St O Morton SL 243-9079 
Duchess N Sheridan Sq. & 7th Ave South, 242-1408 


All phone nan 

bore ore aroo code 212. unlee* odiorwiu noted 

* «TV» welco 

M. 

Send corrects 

ms/addkions to: Rick X 

P.O. Box 7*L Now York. NY INN 
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RK'S LESBIAN AND GAY NEWS MAGAZINE 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


L) One year 

□ Trial offer S48.00 (32 
□ Payment enclosed (check or money order, US funds only) 
Q Please bill my O Mastercard Q Visa 

Card Number- l-vp_ 

Signature- 

LJ Mr. JMs._ 











OUTWEEK BAR GUIDE 


WEST SIDE 


Bike Stop West. 230 W. 75th St.. 
874-9014, Neighborhood bar, occa¬ 
sional entertainment. 

Candle Bar, 309 Amsterdam Ave., 
874-9155, Friendly leather/westem 
bar. 

Cat's, 730 8th Ave., 221-7559, Older 
men, younger guys 

Don’t Tell Mama, 343 W. 46th St., 
757-0788, Sing-along piano bar and 
cabaret. 


20UDSE8 


The Works, 428 Columbus Ave 
(at 81st), 799-7365, Cruisy west 
side crowd. 

EAST SIDE_ 

Brandy’s Piano Bar, 235 E. 84th St., 

650-1944, Sing-along piano bar. 

G.H. Club, 353 E. 53rd St., 223-9752, 

Piano bar, mature crowd. 

Johnny’s Pub, 123 E. 47th St., 355- 
8714, Neighborhood restaurant and 

Regent East, 204 E. 58th St, 355- WEST VILLAGE 


EAST VILLAGE 

The Bar, 68 2nd Ave. (at 4th St], 
674-9714, East Villagers and ACT 
UPers. 

Boy Bar, 15 St. Mark’s PI., 674-7959, 
Dancing / Drag shows. 

The Pyramid, 101 Avenue A, 420- 
1590, Dancing / Drag shows. 

Tunnel Bar, 116 IstAve (7th a), 
777-9232 W. Village crowd in the E. 


Sally’s Hideaway, 264 W. 43rd a, 
221-9152 

Town & Country, 9th Ave at 46th St., 
307-1503 

Trix. 246 W. 48 St. (bet. Bdwy & 8th 
Ave), 664-8331, Cash and carry. 


Rounds, 303 E. 53rd St., 593-0807, 
Friendly guys, checkbook romance. 

South Dakota, 405 3rd Ave., 684- 
8376 

Star Sapphire, 400 E. 59th a, 688- 
4710 


Say Goodbye to Out in the 80s. 
It’s time for a change. 


OUT 

IN 

THE 


90s 


Television for a 
new decade 
of lesbian* 
and gay life. 


News /Interviews/AIDS Updates 
Live Every Tuesday at 11pm 
Manhattan Cable/Paragon Cable 
Channel C/16 


GAY BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


The Annex (to Cellblock 28), 673 
Hudson a [bet 13th & 14th), 627- 
1140, J/O Ciub. 

Badlands, Christopher & West a, 
741 -9236, Cruisy waterfront bar. 

Boots & Saddle, 76 Christopher a, 
929-9684, Funky dive and juke joint. 

Cellblock 28,28 9th Ave, 733-3144, 
J/O dub. 

The Cubbyhole, 438 Hudson (Morton 
St), 243-9679, Neighborhood bar for 
gay women & men. 

D.T.’s Fat Cat, 281 W. 12th St., 243- 
9041, Piano bar. Mixed M/F. 

Duchess II. 70 Grove St (7th Ave.), 
242-1408, Women. 

J’s.675 Hudson St., 242-9292, J/O 
dub. 

Julius, 159 W. 10th St.. 929-9672, 
Serving Coots, Coots Lite, & Coors 
Draft. 

Keller’s, 384 West St (at Christo¬ 
pher), 243-1907, Friendly neighbor¬ 
hood crowd. 

Kelly’s Village West, 46 Bedford a, 
929-9322, Piano bar. 

The Locker Room, 400 W. 14th a 
(9th Ave), 459-4299, J/O dub. 
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Marie's Crisis. 59 Grove St. (7th 
Ave), 243-9323, Sing-ak>ng piano 
bar. 

The Monster, 80 Grove St (7th 
Ave.), 924-3558, Piano bar & 
disco/dancing. 

Nimbus 
4826] — 
loungl 

Ninth Circle, 139 W. 10th St., 243- 
9204, Younger crowd. 

Ramrod, 185 Christopher St 

Sneakers, 392 West St., 242-9830. 

Two Potato, 145 Christopher St., 
242-9340. 

TVs, 114 Christopher St., 741-9641, 
Cruisy neighborhood bar. 


Unde Charlie’s, 56 Greenwich Ave., 
255-8787, Huge video bar. 

CHELSEA 

Barbary Coast, 64 7th Ave. (14th St.), 
675-0385, Friendly, neighborhood 
bar. 

The Break, 232 8th Ave. (22nd St), 
627-0072. 

Chelsea Transfer, 131 8th Ave. (bet 
16th & 17th), 929-7183, Neighbor- 
L J " dish p L 


hood English pub. 


11-8451, Leather/Levi’s. 

Private Eyes, 12 W. 21 st St (I 
& 6th), 206-7770, Dancing, Vii 
Club. 


Rawhide, 212 8th Ave., (21st St.), 
Leather / Levi’s. 

Spike, 12011th Ave., 243-9688, 
Leather & Uniforms. 


Tracks, 

ing. 


Ct0S®" 


Ea^sNest, 14211th Ave (21st a), 


Jt. 5th 
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MAC 

AIDS CENTER Of QUEENS COUNTY 
SOCIAL SERVICES • EDUCATION • BUDDIES 
COUNSELING • SUPPORT GROUPS 

mu mum-WTODI 


A drvarae. non- percun group of indbidualo mAed m 

enom. Son. moelnga Mon. nigNlo 7JO. 
at»» Community Center laWUti 

AUttC/APUWHT 
tAoion losbana of the East Coast/ 

Alton Pactf-e Lesbian Network Now Tort) 

Wo ora o paWeoL ooeiol end luppxM networt of 




BAR ASOOCUTJON FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


•A* ASSOCIATION KM HUMAN MGHTS 

Free Wolk-in Logoi Clnic TuoMoyMpm 
lesbian A Gay Community Conti Ground Root 


Short S/M oapenencoo ond ftntooiM wrth etfiart in 
0 poortiro, ncn-judgamantol atmosphere Fuel Sun- 
dty of Oie month, 4 dSgwi it the Community Cantor 
M W U Street. NYC. Thu group it port of Dm Nano 


MWAYS NEW TORS 

Monthly ooeiol ovanti for Co Bloooutl coiwmMy 
and friends. Coll NT ABN too details of upcoming 


■OOY POSITIVE 

It you •» your knror hot taotad HIV*. wo offer support 
group!, oaminim, public torura, rodoraneo Ibrary. 
raderrala, ooeiol actmtiao and up- 1 »-dita notontl 
mortdy. THE BOOT POSITIVE* VHfyaert 

nmns-im. 

TOM Broadway, SutiJOS. NYC. NY 1002] 


WoorPort Proabytorion Chveh 

1M Wist 00ft Street 

Wad: wotohip tames UP pm. progroan 7 JO. 
Minha (212) 304-4373 Charts (2I7I«1-7111 


(II2)(7S-SS90(TTY/Voico) 

PROVIDING CARING. SENSITIVE AND LOW COST 
HEALTH CARE SERVICES TO THE LESBIAN AND GAY 
COMMUNITY 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH MTTIATTVE 

thro to tool promising intaruontion opt not AIDS in a 
call 121 n«IM«a 


OIGMfTY/RIG APPLE 

mutely of Ltobion and Gay Ctthobcs Aeovttie. 
do liturgies and toaitla every Sat. SCO pm. at 
tho Conor. 208 W 13 Street. NYC. 

Cal (2121SlS-1 JOS 


AIDS Mniatry. SpirMual Douafop m ant 
The Cethedrol Preyed 

Worship Sendees A Sociot-Sun. Eves. 730pm-8t. 
John . Episcopal Church 111 West I tlh Street O 
Wsve<1y47S-2170 


For Cm phywesRy dioobiod latbion ond Gay 
Commur.Tr QI2ISM-IS21 

PO Boo JOS Village Stabw. New York. NY 10014 


Gay A Lesbian All ionea ApainM Defamation 

MVaricA Street. NYC 100IJ 012) HA-1200 
GLAM) combat. homophobe in *o made and tNr 
whore by promoang uabrtty of Ow leetoon ond ga 


GAY A LESBIAN HEALTH CONCERNS 

An aflica of tho NYC Oept. of Health, provides In*- 
a goo be hum NYC Hasfth A Human Sveo, ond the Lee- 
bion A Gay commonty, hx using at All fiooMi 
concamo. raaourco mformobon for htelth so meal 
canaumart and providers. 12S Worth Street, Boo 17, 
Now York. NY 10013. Far info cal 1712) S00-40M 


GAY MALE SM ACTIVISTS 

Dedicated to sofa end rooponubte S/M urea INI. 
Open meetings Wprogroma an VM taa h ng u ae. 
•dootyto ioauso, political and ooeiol concamo Alto 

ofGnity groups, nawiwttar. mors. GMSMA Dept. 0. 
400A Hudson Stroat, Suita D2J .NYC 10014. 
ninm-MTi 

GAMINOAY MB) OP AflKAN 0CRCCNT) 

40 Wrick Straot. NYC lOOtJ a support grasp of Bay 
Man of Atncon Descant dadicatod to eonaeiouanaao- 
rouing and the development of »w losbron ond Coy 
Community. GUAD is inclusive of African. African- 
American. Caribbean and HupanicAabno man of 
color. Meetings are hold, weakly, on Fridays. For 
more Information, call 714-002-0182. 

GAY MIN'S HEALTH CRISIS HOTLINE 

FOR INFORMATION ON SAFER SEX AND HIV-RELAT¬ 
ED HEALTH SERVICES. ANO FOA INFORMATION ON 
ONE-TIME. WALK-IN AJOS COUNSELING SERVICES 


HEAL IHaellh Education AIDS L 

Weakly mfe. and support group for In 
AJOS which do not eompremies tho on 


hold MOpm on fourth Thursday oKhe mortholwwm- 
bar. homos. Cal NYABN lor thro month', location 

msiasMBis 


Informal ooeiol A support group lor Brsaauol 
kidafyoudl Monthly rmobnp'poduek lunch hold 
100pm or fourth Sunday of the month at mamba -a 
homo. Cal NY ABN for tut morah'a loeabon This 
group io part of the Now York Area Bwaiual Natwort. 


UNITED M SISTERHOOD 

Social pebdesi and support networking graup tar 
women and Omit friends. Rogidsr social avanto and 
maaanga on Pm firm and Wrd Fridoyc of every mondc. 
At The Community Concur. 208 W. 13 Street from 130- 
•pm. For mom mb cal baa at (212) CS-MI7 


A naming club for lesbian ond gay aOtlatot 
M tl a Mikes fun Runs of 1-A miss hold ovary Sot at 
Worn and Wade at 7pm in Control Pork 
and ovary Tubs at 7pm in Prespect Park. 

For information: cod 0121724-1700 

THE FUNO FOR HUMAN OtGNfTY 

National Gay ond Lesbian Criaio line 
‘AIDS MO* 1 800SOS-GAYS 
EducaOonol Raaourco Cantor; Peartwo Images 
Madia Canter; NY Suit Ana Program 
MBVmySidlo410NYC.NY 10012 (2123S2PHOO 

THE GAY AFRICAN AMERICANS 
OF WESTCHESTER fTRa GAA 

is a comm unity booed support group farmed in 
Westchester County. Vshouo aetanboo ora plannad 
for the coming months 
PlasM cal 014-370-0227 for more info. 


ar IM-F. J-Opm), rap group*. Hatvoy MM High 
School, AIDS and oofor oaa information, 
radsrrslo. prof staranal education 
(212)033-01201 voice) 


ooeiol actrwbso at Sponah ond EngJiHi by and for On 


Qanorol meetings 000 pan «h Thurodoy of ovary 
mondt at 200 West Uth Steal 
Cal (212)001-4101 

r wru H.U.GJ-. PO. Boa 220 Canal Straal Stabon, 
New York. NY 1W11 

LAMBDA LEGAL D4FENSE 
ANO EDUCATION RJND 

Precedent tattnQ Itbgabon nttmnwids lor 
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LAM HESSIANSABOVT VISUAL ART) 

C*« tor abdsa for laabian Arista' EjMbttan, Gay * 
U«Wan Community Cantar. NYC For mom informa¬ 
tion, Mnd SASE to: 

Miriam Fougars 
111 Fort Greene Place 
Brooklyn, NY 11117. 

TNIIilWAN AND MR m Ami COWS 

Sot your Instrument out of Bn closet and com tu , 
** u» Symphonic. Mtrching. Jen. tkual.nd, Hock. 
Rutt Enaamblac and Woodwkidc- 
123 Wavt 44th St Suite 121 Now York. NY 10091 


Our no mombor loahon and gay tanraa club rcludoa 
For Mormeborr MTU. HOB 213A. Now Hbrk. NY 10C& 


Pmwdee aalor aax and AIDS education c'ormaOon 
to gay and biaanial Man ol Color, coordinate* a net¬ 
work ol paor-aupport group* lor gay and biaoiual 
Man cd Color in al S borough* of Now York Cky 
90 NMi An. Nam York. Ny 10001 
or cal 017)730-170. 

NATIONAL MY AND LESBIAN TAM PORCi 

«tha national graaaroett poWcal orgamtaian for 
laabiana and gay man Membership w OQryaar 


NYACN 1atha community , largaal gay and laabian 
profeamonal group, welcoming tIUn 

mgs, 3rd Wad 830pm at Ihs Community Candor. Mem- 


LESSIAN A BAY 

COMMUNITY SERVICES CENTER 
20* West t3» Street New York. NY 10011 
^ C21J7S90-7310 lam-It pin everyday 

aponaomd by tha Cwrta/TTmoni pianTw'cOTmn 
niry orgarviatona 

U38IAN AND OAV LABOR NFTWOU 

An argaeoabon of Laabiana and Gaya who am aebya 
in Otoir labor uniona walking on domoobc pertnarMnp 
kanofha and AIDS rasuaa. For mom hfomtabon call 


liMIAN ANO BAY RMHTSPROJECT 
of the Amarioaa Civ i UbarUaa Unlaai 
*0W YOUR NCNTS / WcY# LVATONC THE 


Brooklyn. NY 11730-17131 ISO-*07 

LONG ISLAND ACT-UP 

P.O. Bob 29t, Now Wyda Park. NY 110*0 
Support ua for change on Lang Wand. 


MEN OF AU COLORS TOGETHER NY 

A midD-racial group of gay man again) racism Mast¬ 
ing* avary Friday night a! 7 *3 at tha Leah an and Gay 
Commarwy Sorncaa Cantor, TOO W 13th StmsL For 
mom info, cal: C7I7) 24S-83M or <212) 222-07M 


choice for indhrideela daaauatlad wWt tha reward* of 
eomronbona) lying. Peycholog catty • focuaaod rap 
group*, Tua*. Sat. Its 10 pm. paar counookng avail- 
a Me 311E. I StraoL Naw York. NY 10003. for info cal 
(212)2284183. 


LOVE ASSOCIATION I NAM B LA 
Oadicatod to saiual iroadom and especially intaratad 
in g*yint*rgan*r*bonal rafsbonshipa Morahly BJ 
Isbn and ragidar chapter masSnga on Ota flrat Satur¬ 
day ol aaeh month. Yaarty mambsnhip lo SJO writs 
NAMBLA PO Boa 174. Midtown Stabon. New York. 
NY 1*010 or call (212) 002-B57I for wformadon 

NORTHERN LIGHTS ALTERNATIVES 

Improving Qua key sf Ufa lor Ptoplo with A1DVHIV 
THE AIOS MASTERY WORKSHOP Eapionng tha pea 
»Mlbaa of a pommrtul and smabva Ida tn tha faca of 
AIOS. Cal Jack Godby 11121337-3747 

NYC GAY 8 LESBIAN 
ANTI-VIOLENCE PROJECT 

of ami-gay and anb-laabian wskanca. aosial aaaa J\ 


PEOPIE WITH AIDS COALITION 

|2t21 $32-02*0 / Hobma 12121S32-OM 
Monday Ova Friday lOam-bpm 

referral asrwcoa for WAa and PWArt a 


nbyma conganal ttmoapham, Wtowod by an informal 
dbsieret a tnandfy local restaurant. Every Sunday. SCO 
- 430pm at tha Commtmlty Cantor 201W. 13 Street. 
NYC. Part of «ia Now York Aria Bwuai Notwwl 

SAGE: ISooier Acbon in a Gay Envimmnmd] 

Social Service Agancy prwdng cam. acrrfoaa. A 
aduaaborW aanacaa for gay 8 laabian aanrar ertuana. 

20* Won 13th Si NYC loot I. (212)74l-n47 

SETHIAN GAYS. LESBIANS ANO BISEXUALS 

For ol of ua mtaraatad in machmg out to aach odior 
with sjubarsnea to apontanpouafy seyfor* and 
sapsnd upon tha SethiJar-a RobarN ‘platoae**/ aa 
it mlataa to our Ke*. paraonaty. aaruaHy and po*b- 

cally Call Al (217) 07*4184. 


ULSTER COUNTY CAY ANO LESBIAN ALLIANCE 
Moats first and third Monday ol aach month 
*4 730 p jiv at Oio Unit, non Church on StwHl Hoad 


For inkmwtdon. call (814) 32b-3203 


dom and oualay health cam tor all woman. Ws mast 
•vary Wad. at *30 pm at «is Wags Indapandar-1 
Oamoersta. 224 Waat Fourth Stmat (oil Shard an Sg.1 
Wa ara not afNkatad with MO. (212) 713-MM. 

WOMEN'S ALTE MOTIVE 
COMMUNITY CENTER (WACCI. 

weakly drtcusaign grp. SSO^Nlo^toi^aclIvSl 
plaaao contact ua at (S1«| 403-2018 


We don’t mean to stress you out, but 

SUMMERTIME 
IS APPROACHING FAST. 
NOW IS THE TIME TO ADVERTISE 
FOR 

SUMMER SHARES, 

REAL ESTATE, 

FITNESS, 

TANNING, 

TRAVEL. 
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All OutWeek CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PREPAIO. OROER FORM ON PG 96 
ANNOUNCEMENTS IP 
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m 
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TAX TIME IS 
BUDGETWISE 
BOOKKEEPING TIME 
Limited Appointments Available 
Please call early <718) 726-3847 
10% discount Milh ad 


YEAR-ROUND TAX PUNNING ANO 
PREPARATION 

PERSONAL FINANCIAL PUNNING 


FRANCIS OF ASSISI jemn* 

out brothers and uuan affected by 
AIDS 

St Frwctt AIDS Miniitry 
IJ3 W. 31 it Street Manhattan 10001 
695-1500 




NYC'S FINEST 
CAU FORWARO 
ANSWERING SERVICE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CALUNG AU. POETS. 012) ANO NEWI 

The end of history? Enter CetQlo Cultural 
Center-* 'Lett Poem" Contest Winning 
entne* w4l be made into multi-medis 
video* Call 212-941-5000 for detail* 



CASTLE CARE, INC. 

Apartment & Office Cleaning. 
Gay Owned. Reliable. 

Wa are available 7 days. 
CALL |212| 4 75-2955 


APT. SHARE AVAILABLE IMMED 

Urge apartment acrot* front Perk in Perk 
Slope 2 Mock* from *F* train Your own 
large, «unny bedroom-ihare tunny Ivrm. 
dnrm *nd k* Affordable HIV. or PWA o k 
Cell Oavid Cantrell (718) 788-4022 
Leave e message 

MIOTOWN WESTSIDE WALK TO WORK 

Sunny I bedroom epertmentm new 
building. wM, p/w, ettr GWM to there with 
*eme Available immedutety $45(Ymonth * 
■hare utidie* 

1212) 581-2313 

NICE APT TO SHARE 

on Upper Eatt Side with GWM. 30* Vour 
own bedroom end prrvecy *i 2 bedroom 
apartment Ple«ie be non-smoker, 
employed end serious S825 ♦ util'tec 
Quiet nke person prel 
<2121794-3759 7-IOpm 

SUNNY 8R00KIYN APT 
GM. 2* teek* artist type* S285‘month, 
S400 depout 20 minute* on 0 tram Call 
Cliff <7181258-1288 Activist prelerrad 

UPPER EAST SIDE 

Shar* with GWM. 25. smoker. Own large 
room in 4 room apartment SOVmo . 
•here utilities Cell ASen M-F. 9-51212) 598- 


APARTMENT SHARE 


OWN ROOM IN TRIBECA 
•partment female only S400 p/m .util Ref 
req, safe. convenient quiet Non-smoker 
onty Until April, maybe longer 
(212)925-3686 


OutWeek staff person seeks sublet or 
share. Prefer downtown. Need 
immediate. Cell Raul days (212) 685-8671 
Eves (212) 932-1496 


ART BUV/SELl 


'ART SOURCE UNLIMITED' 

We buy. sell, trade end locale artworks. 

ARTISTS AVAIUBLE: Keith Haring. 
Robert Longo. Ross Bleckner. James 
R*n». Andy Warhol, Martina. and many 
more For information, 
call Den at 255-6680 


DONNA 

E.S P. Psychic*Profeisorof Spiritualism* 
Reader and AdvisomPalm and Card 
Readings 

Am r»m mWm4 w +*py. 4»pntf4. 
■/Nfenrjn* imurwiT mV am«aUf»« ? 

I CAN ANO WtU HELP YOU 

Reunite the $apar*ted*Restore Lost 
Nature*Unfold the Mystery of the Pest 
Present and Future 
(212)686-1992 
Se Hable Esponol 


MICHAEL ALAN DYM, ESO. 

Attorney At Law 

Artists Rights Issues 
Landlord/Tenent Disputes. 

Real Estate Closings 
Business Partnerships & 
Incorporations 
Wills & Estates. 

2t2.932.2034 1250 Broadway 

New York City 
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EROTIC BONOAGE AT NYBC 

New - 1ft Sat Eves Q 8pm • monthly 
starting Fab 3 - also 2nd & 4th Tues 
swap expensnces and fantasies 
Watch or take part in demonstrations 
Talk to experts/novices. Wnte lor info to 
John Strong, 

PO Bax 457. Midtown Station 
New York. MY 10018 
Get details on Meetings and Rosier 

FORESKIN LOVERS 

The New York City chapter of the 
Uncircumcised Society of America 
(NYC-USAI seeks new male members 
fwitfi or without foreskin) to join its 
swelling ranks. Call for more dub 
information or to make reservations for 
the new members party (212) 777-4208 


WOMEN'S COMING OUT SUPPORT 
GROUP 

8 week group for lesbians 
Starting Saturday. Fab 10 from 12-130 pm 
At Institute for Human Identity 
Fee is $120 00 payable at first sess>on 
To register. ca» <212)799-9412 


QUALITY PERSONAL DENTISTRY 

Wiliam Oe Bonis DDS. 

Suite 704. 

200 West 57 Street. 

New York. NY 10019. 

Office hours by appointment only call 
212-333-2650 


OR CHARLES FRANCHINO 

30 Fifth Avenue. 

New York. NY 10011. 
call for info (212) 673-4331 


COMPUTER SHOPPING? 

Look no further I 
Lowest pr>ce*/No gimmicks 
Software/Hardware 
Salea/Traimng/Service 
Call (2011659-7216 
24 Hours a 0ay/7 Days a Week 
Advanced Computer Services 
Gay Owned/Operated 


THE MALE STOP 

A computer BBS. 

Use your modem. 

(212) 721-4180 FREE! 


Professional Editing and Word Processing 
Services tviiiibie on business documents, 
theses and dissertations by Ph. 0 
Negotiable Rates 
Cal (718) 633-8304 


GAY MARRIAGE 


CONVENIENT GAY MARRIAGE 

British Isibun seeks American gay 
husband to allow her and her American 
girlfriend to five happily ever after. Duel 
immigration benefits, confetti. If 
interested write OufWeek Box 1998 


National non-profit network lor bag tools, 
bodybuilders end vacuum pumpers For 
free info, send e SASE to BIG, R0 Box 
410990. #601. Sen Francisco. CA 94141 

A GAY MEN $ GROUP: 
SEARCHING FOR A WAV OF BEING 

Small group to discuss being gay in 
society, family, friendships Clr for 
Psychological Services, Teacher’s 
College. Columbia University 
(2121678-3262 

FRIENDSHIP: an 8 week group for gay 
men. Expfonng what we went/need 
from friends, confusing friends end 
lovers, stalling friendships. Professional 
leader. (212J868-270S 


ELECTROLYSIS f 5 


AFFORDABLE ELECTROLYSIS 

Permanent Hair Removal New Airflow 
Technique with I.B. Probe 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 
PROFESSIONALLY 0PERATE0 
GREENWICH VILLAGE 
QUIET. PRIVATE OFFICE 
Kenneth Hay 
226 West 4th Street 
New York. NY 10014 
Lower Level. By Appointment Only. 
(2121727-1850 
Certified Electrolegist 
Membsr I.6.RE. 

>. LAMBDA ELECTROLYSIS >. 

Permanent Hair Removal 
Men/Women* TV/TS s • All Methods 
Computer Aided• Stonle Conditions 
By Physicians Ad 

14 Years Expenence • Sliding Scale Fee 
licensed end Board Certified 
(718)937-3389 


GROUP MASSAGE 


MEN S MASSAGE GROUP 

Get together with a group of men to 
give end receive massages Taught by 
Terry Wsissar, Liscansed Masseur and 
teacher at the Swedish Institute. 
Sundays. 7-10pm. SI 5 00. 
call (212)483-9152. 


EATING AWARENESS TRAINING 
The enswer to the puttie about eating 
Eliminate your weightfeating problem 
forever (212)929-0661 


RAT rLAM 


< • Uwmul • SWOTMI 
Ui«iwMi>tii<ii 

irwintitn 


PERSON WITH AIDS? 

Terminally ill? Need cash? 

BGR (Beat tha Gnm Reaper) 
International pays up to 80% cash ol 
your kfe insurance policy’s lacs value 
now! 

Personal, Confidential Service 
Call: (7181854-0362/24 hour tape 


GENERAL MANAGER 

Telephone party line seeks a general 
manager to oversee a large staff of 
monitors and flyer distributor!. 
Responsibilities include staffing, 
training marketing end new product 
development Excellent salary with 
medical, dental and life insurance plans 
and profit-sharing. Must live in 
Manhattan and be accessible to upper 
east side within 15 minutes Ssnd 
resumes to: Dial Information Services 
Corporation, Attn Mr. Lyons. 159 W 
25th Street. 7th floor. New York. New 
York 10001 Absolutely no telephone 
calls or walk-ms accepted 
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HELP WANTED 


CASf MANAGER.1DUCAT0R 

Advocate and assist HIV infected youth to 
obtain appropriate haalth care m new 
program working in the Hetnck-Martin 
Institute lerving lesbian and gay youth 
Assist in provision of training! to health 
care providers around issues ol gay youth, 
itreet youth and adolescents with HIV 
Experience with high risk population! 
andYor youth necessary BA required 
Salary mid-20's EEOC Minoritiei 
encouraged to apply Resumes to HMI, 
<01 West Sheet, NY. NY 100U 

BOOKKEEPER SUPERVISOR/ 
FINANCIAL OFFICER 

for focial aervica agency serving gay and 
leabian youth Handa on experience 
necessary Experience with non-profit 
agency helpful. $30-35 K depending on 
experience EOE. aend reaume to Deputy 
Director. HMI. 401 Weat Street. NY. NY 
10014 

STORE HELP 

$225,'wt start. $27Vwlc after 2 months. 
32 1/2 hra. Blue Cross, 1 week paid 
vacation. 18 years age min., references 
required. Gay Treasures. 546 Hudson 
Street (212) 256-5756. ask for Don 

PARALEGAL 
Unique Opportunity 

AI0S Center of Queens County seeks 
Paralegal for Part-time employment—with 
potential to expand to full time—to 
orgamte, implement and coordinate a 
Legal Services program for ACQC Wide 
ranges of duties BA and certified 
paralegal degree or equivalent, good 
communication and organirahonal skills, 
ability to assume substantial 
administrative responsibilities; and 
knowledge of basic legal research 
required Send cover letter, resume and 
salary requirements to; 

ACQC-Legal 
97-45 Queens Blvd 
Suite 1220 

Rego Park. NY 11374 
ACQC IS AN EOE 

CLASSIFIED SALES REP. 

OutWeek. New York's #1 Lesbian and 
Gay weekly, seeks a Classified Sales 
Rep to |oin our growing dept. Must be 
responsible, articulate, and motivated 
Previous sales experience helpful but 
not required S18K Send resume and 
cover letter to; OutWeek. Attn Mr 
Winter, 77 Lexington Avenue. New York. 
NY 10010 OutWeek is an equal 
opportunity employer People of Color 
and women am encouraged to apply. 

CRNA 

Ambul rectal surg practice, NYC. full¬ 
time User Medical 1-800-MD-TUSCH 


HELP WANTED 


OUTWEEK’S MUSIC E0IT0R 

is looking for an mtelkgent. creative and 
experienced writer to cover the ‘dance 
music scene' periodically for the 
magaiine. Please send 2 writing 
samples and cover letter to the 
attention of Victoria Starr. OutWeek 
Maganno. 77 Lexington Avenue Suita 
200. New York. NY 10010 

No phone calls will be accepted! 

Women and people of color are 
encouraged to apply. 

ADVERTISING SALES 

OutWeek, New York’s #1 Lesbian and 
Gay weekly, seeks en energetic, 
motivated, amculete individual to join 
our display advertising sales tetm 
Previous ad sales experience helpful 
Salary & commission & benefits. Please 
send rasuma & cover latter to; 
OutWeek. Attn; Mr Kit Winter. 77 
Lexington Avenue. New York. NY 10010 
OutWeek is an equal Opportunity 
employer. People of Color and women 
are encouraged to apply 

CO-DIRECTOR 

SAGE Senior Action in a Gay Envi¬ 
ronment, Inc a non-profit organuebo-n. it 
seeking an individual who will have full¬ 
time financial responsibility for this social 
service agency caring for gay and lasbian 
seniors in the NY metropolitan area This 
person must have three years or more 
work experience in fund-raising 
strategies, public relations activities and 
preparation of grant proposals for 
foundations and governmental agencies 
This person must have previous 
experience in financial management and 
budget preparation for business and/or 
non-profit orgamrabons SAGE. Inc is an 
equal opportimity employer 

Please direct all inquiries and resumes to 
Chair. Search Committee. SAGE Inc , 20B 
West 13th Street. New York. NY 10011 
Confidentiality respected 


HELP WANTED 


PUBLIC EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR 

Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
fund is looking for a staff person to 
oversee educational publications and 
events Must be excellent writer, 
creative, and tiavo some experience 
working for lesbian and gay rights; 
computer skills very helpful;-legal 
background helpfuL but not necessary. 
Send resume, two wnting samples, and 
references by Jan. 25, 1990 to Peule L 
Ettelbrick. Legal Director. LLDEF, lac.. 
666 Broadway, New York. NY 10012 
Women and people of color 
encouraged to apply 

“smr - 

This job requires heavy programming of 
database applications mostly in dBase 
III. Foxbase and Clipper General 
knowledge of PCs essential, the more 
expenence, the better Also helpful are 
good commumcation/interpersonat 
skills and good writing skills You will be 
integral to the growth of a company 
committed to radical success Please 
call (212)614-9567 


INSURANCE... 

of every kind 

Barnard Granvilla (212) 580-9724 


HOLISTIC MASSAGE 
Al styles using imagery and 
visualisation at a price anyone can 
afford. Chelsea 43727 
BRIAN 1212)727-2842 
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MOVERS, LICENSED || PHONE SERVICES 


THE 


Call (212) 447-5955 


TIRED OF HOMOPHOBIC MOVERS? 

Try Brownsiono Brother* instead 
Profe ssional and Reliable 
Serving the Gay Community IS years. 
Sensitive, hin people who got the job 
done right with no bullshit 
Licensed DOT 10166. Insured 
Reasonable storage rates 
Pianos-Art-Antiques 
Racking Moving Supplies 426 E91 
Call 299-1S11. 

Mention OUTWEEK for Special 
Discount Free Estimates 


Don Heitmon 

fne Portng 
taro Pcce« Hongng f- 
212478-1072 1 / 


ALL 

WOM'EfAC 

vy 

‘WO‘M r E?t 

970-2367 

ONLYS2.7SPER CALL 



PIANO LESSONS 

Intarnabonally trained 
classical musician s offering 
Piano lessons to beginners and 
advanced students 
1212) 633-0317 

THINKING ABOUT PLAYING THE 
PIANO? 

All levels taught by patient, e.xpenenced 
professional Beginners welcome 
Convenient West End Avenue location 
Reasonable rates 
1212)299-3747 

(Message answered promptly! 


PHONE 

SEX 

Billed to Your Phone or Credit Card. 
Tetk to Other Men from NY 
Sate, Fun, Anonymous 
Free Information 
Why Pay More? 

(212) 319-2270 

The BuddySrtlrm r “ 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Photo graphy Michael Hu hn 

ib'fl 


CaffloHjppt (212)279-1980 
Leave message. 

FANTASY PHOTOS 

Ever dream of having a nudo photo 
ta ken of you rsell or your lover, but didn't 
know who would tako it? Here's your 
chance—reasonable rates. Cad (212) 
734-7157 



ANAL WARTS. FISSURES. 
HEMORRHOIDS 

treated in minutes with lasers call for a 
free consultation. Laser Medical 
Assoc, Jeffrey Lavigne M O , 
cell 1-800-MD-TUSCH 

EXPANDING OFFICE HOURS 

John Montane M D -Internal Medicine 
Roman Ostrowski MO 
Pulmonary Diseases 
305 Avenue. 

New York. NV10011 
lor info caH 1212)505-7730 


LOOKING FOR A 
HOUSEMATE? 

A SUMMER SHARE? 

A SUMMER TENANT? 
PLAN AHEAD! 
ADVERTISE IN OUTWEEK'S 
CLASSIFIEDS... NO W! 

EFFECTIVE.....INEXPENSIVE 


n 







PUBLICATIONS 


80UNDa GAGGED 

Bi-monthly magazine futures tru« 
accounts of mala bondage plus hot 
personals. Sample $5.60. Subscription 
$24.00. Stata you're over 21 and want 
magazine for personal usa. Payments to 
Outbound Press Suit 167 Dept 0 496-A 
Hudson Street NYC. NY 10014 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


HERE'S SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER YOO 

let dirt hand soma 5' 11" 150 lbs. 30 year 
old GBM aka charge of die details of your 
Ida HI act as a Irve-m personal assisunt, 
housekeeper, traveling companion, dinner 
partner and advisor You and I can decide 
what's lev compensation m addition to 
room and board INYC area) ConUct me 
today and male your life easier Write 
Datnd for bo/details P0 Box 4132. Oak 
Park. IL 80303 E0EM/F 


SERVING THE GAY 
COMMUNITY OF MANHATTAN 

Buying, Saltng Real Estate 

Can Tony Crebatul 
12121460-9999 

walscottco 

CO OP FOR SALE 

East 53rd Street between 1st and 2nd 1 
bdrm pra-War vVTOO sq ft terrace Open 
city views, blchd oak firs, orig deads, new 
kitchen, sunny Reduced, must sell at 
once! A gem. $199,000 Owner 
1212)980-9619 

WASHINGTON D.C. 

8 Bedroom renovated Victonan guest 
house, well-established business, gay 
clientele Locaad in prestigious DuPont 
Circle, metro-accessible $760,000 
includes most furnishings. No brokers 
1202)462-0709 

HATE BROKERS? 

At last there's an understanding, 
qualified real estate professional who 
wil help you buy or sell your Manhattan 
co-op or condo I have 1000 s of 
apartments and 1000's of customers. 
Please call Phillip 1212) 308-0870 
leave message 

DISTINCTIVE DECO APARTMENTS 
Fully renovatad apartment* in the art 
deco distnct of Miami Beach Perfect 
full-time residences or the best in 
affordable second homes 
VINTAGE Properties. 

1620 Euclid Avenue 
Miami Beach, a 33139. 
1305)634-1424 


SEX. MEN AN0 INTIMACY. 

Terry Weisser and LK. Aubrey are 
offenng a two day hands-on seminar 
examining erotic connections and how 
we experience intimacy and sex with 
other men Fab 3 and 4 $150 00 For 
information and registrabon call Tarry 
(2121463-9152 or (212) 475-1497 


IDENTITY POSITIVE 
PSYCHOTHEMPY 


GET HUG HEALTHY, SEXY GLOW... 
CITY IMAGES TANNINB- 
SSAMI SC Y PARK 
(212) 921-1111 
284 3fB AVENUE (AT 22ND) 


FRANK J. FERRARA. A.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
NEW YORK STATE LICENSE0 
INDIVIDUAL AND COUPLE'S SESSIONS 
ALSO HIV-RELATE0 ISSUES 
VILLAGE OFFICE 
(212)677-0682 

COMPASSIONATE. CARING THERAPIST 

Supportrvt individual 8i couple 
therapy by insiitute-tremcd 
licensed psychotherapy Help 
with relationships, gay identity, 
dealing with your family, and life 
in the age of AIDS Sliding fees 
NY and NJ offices 
(212)724-7206 (201)567-2445 
ARI FRIDKIS.C.S W 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individual. Couple and Group 
Offered by 

Institute Fellow and University Faculty 
Member with 10 years of Expenonee 
serving the Gay Community 

John E. Ryan. M A. (212)691-6343 


• Relationship Problems 
• Self esteem Issues 

• Depression 
• Anxiety 

•ACOA Issues 

• Gay Identity 

Stewart M. Crane. CSW 
Licensed-Insurance Accepted 
Village Office (212)645-0646 
New Jersey Office 1201) 836-4206 


20 years 

PSpecializing 

Homosexuality 

i • < link ' 

CJtarW Sihcntdn, Ph.IX 


Expert eoced*licensed*lnsorance 
Reimbursable 

Specializing in alcohohsnVsubslance 
abuse, AC 0 A. and co-dependency 
issues as well as gay male identity, 
relationships, coming out AIDS, anxiety 
and depression. 

Chelsea office (212)691-23)2 


INSTITUTE fOK HUMAN IDENTITY. 

me. 

116W. 12nd SfesK Saite 1 
New York. NY 10023 
(212) 790-9432 

Non-Profit lesban/Gay 
Psychotherapy Canter 
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CHANDLER INN. Bed & Breakfast 

Your are Imvvrted to experience our 
atyle of small-hotel hospitality. 
Where strangers become fnertdi end 
friends become closer 
Ask us for the Boston inn-nder rate of 
S6$smgle-$Wdouble 
Advance reservations suggested, 
call 1-800S42-34SO 
Chandler Inn 
28 Chandler at Berkeley 
Boston. MA 02116 
(6171482-3450 

KEY WEST 

THE CHELSEA HOUSE 
A pnvate guest house for woman, 
elegant accomodation including air 
conditioning, pnvate bath, end pool 707 
Truman Ave, Key West. FL. 33040, 
(8001526-3559 


NewYork 


Colonial House Inn 


hot, 

FLESH, 
FANTASY, 
ECSTASY 
AWAITS YOU. 


>ANQKOK 


A A ^ 

ry »1 

* m 

UVE A LIFETIME ■ 

.N ^V\ 


DISCOVER OUEMAGJC 

Set Near The Heart Of 
PALM SPRINGS 

4 a resort c t wiwmor 

fospta-ty Were 
h$n eipodaeonsam 

ll misasoi p ™*t iorro 9 our 
v I i i A s canmunt, »,f. sly<e. 
once 1975 

I CmtM kimlmut upm 

SIS W«m Vvuh Drat 
Pjlm ^inp, CA »i !M 
(1*00) JJ7-WS -1*.ID V? Mil CA. 
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RE0ISC0VER A MAN S RESORT 
Island House 1129 Fleming Street Key 
West FL 33040. 
for info call 800-526-3559 

SKI/CATSKILLS 

Bod and Breakfast just 90 minutes from 
NYC Near Big Vanilla and Holiday 
Mountain slu areas 

Stonewall Acres 
Box 556 

Bock Hill. NY 12775 
(914(791-9474 


COUNTRY COUSIN 
BED & BREAKFAST 

1824 Greek Revival house, music rm, 
w/Cathedral ceilings. Rumford fire 
place, outdoor hot tub, A truly 
traditional B&B Weekly end wtutay 
specials. Contact Rt 10 Box 212 
Shaltsbwy.VT 05262 
or cal 802-375-6985 


WOMEN'S SEXUALITY 


C ron't j: leasers Ueurs I 

I V ) L< :- - -i _ 

Phone lor infoeec 

1(800) THAILAND 


^ Celebrate your sa«ua*v 
W Ptoudfy Joyously* Eve's 
* Garden, an elegant sexuality 
txutKjue.crealrdtty 
women tor women 
WegrowpSeasuraWelhingi 
lor your mind, body and soirtt 


EVESGARDEN 


ADVERTISE. 
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YOU MAKE THE CALL... 
WE MAKE THE COHHECTIOH 
THE REST IS UPTO YOU. 


O Join the action O Be a part of it O Of just listen M 

O Live contact with other callers O Thousands ot connections to be made" 
O New friends O Dates O 24 hours O Every day O Nationwide Q Call now 


1 900 999BODS 

99c per minute 

00-999-4600 


98c per minute 

1-800-888-MALE 

65C per half minute Mastercard or Visa 



20 YR ADONIS 

With swimmer's build will give 
you a complete rub down 
S7S Cal 12 to 7 pm 
CHARLES (212)5*1-3179 

ATHLETIC 800Y RUB DOWN 

Qeancut, Masculine 
College Student 
Gives Deep Muscle Body Work 
Chris (212) 633-1197 

ATHLETIC MASSEUR 
Handsome. Clean Cut 
Into Wrestbng and Sensuous Sttuabons 
JOHN (2121741-3282 

Australian Body Mechanic 

9 years experience with Swedish & 
Shiatsu. For tune-ups ring Joseph 
(2121633-2698 8 am to 10pm 

BLOND HUNK 

’COLT* model type 
Complete body rub 
Call Joey (212)627-1884 

BOOYRU8 RELEASE 

Serious pro-nude w/oil Swede. 
Accupressure, Reflexology, Traegcr, 
very sensual, fluid, deep tissue 
massage by handsome young expert. 
Lower East Side, SSS in. out negotiable 
Cal John (212M75-6S50 

BODY RUB 

Well-built BT 195 lbs 
Blond Masculine day/mght 
(212)889-2784 

BODY RUB BY GUY 

Have your body rub the French- 
Canadian way. Also body dipping. 
Call Guy 924-2528 

BODYWORK BY EXPERIENCED 
BLACK GUY 

Mature welcome 
Call Keith (212) 979-5658 

BUSINESSMEN WALL STREET 
Very Discreet Massage 
Out-of-towners welcome 
WHITEY 924-2253 

EXOTIC TRINIOAOIAN MASSEUR 

GoodlocAing Sale Honest Clean 
25 6lt 2)ns IBOKis 

Sensational Deep Caribbean Massage 
For your Mind. Body and Soul 
In or (hit Day and Night 
Emmanuel 718-284-9622 

• HEAVENLY HANDS • 

Terrific Invigorating 
Body Work by 
Collego Student 
Late Calls OK 
Calls Venfied 

Frank (212) 721-A-RUB 


HOT TORSO 

Athletic bodywork from boyish 145# 5'9* 
77 yo with very muscular build and a 
nice tan line. Clean cut and friandly. 
Noon to 4 am. 

CHRIS (212)254-4570 

HOT BLOND JOCK 

Body-rub by young stud 24 hrs. 

Call Scott at 969-0232- 

HOT BLOND JOCK 

Body-rub by young stud 24 hrs. 

Call Scott at 969-0232 

HOT MUSCULAR STUO 

Rubdown by Handsome 
Young Atfdete 
Call Steve at 
(212)268-9539 


Athletic bodywork from boyish 145# 5'9" 
27 yo with very muscutar build and a 
nice tan line Clean cut and friandly. 
Noon to 4 am 
CHRIS (2121254-4570 

IN TOUCH 

with relaxing, therapeutic 
massage 

Professionally trained in 
Swedish 

flick Cibc 12)21 989 954 1 InfOut 
Vilen tine Gift Cervfkttet Avaleble 


1‘WmLQ'L ycfti'K.-B&Dy 


HAVE IT MASS WE'D 

(212) 9321496 


ITALIAN BOY 

Gives best rub 
Complete satisfaction 
Vinme (212)255-2303. 

IT S GREAT TO GET YOUR 
MONEY'S WORTH 

Full-Hour. Futl-Body Super Massage. No 
Rush Job Friendly & Safe IVOol 
Dave (212I541-5C38 No Phone Sex 


LATE NIGHT RUB 

590 after 1:30 am Top off your day w/a 
friendly hot guy. tension release! 
Call Peter (212) 645-0782 

Latin Man lor Mature People 

Relaxing Body Tone 
CompetenL Qeancut end Safo 
Fernando (212)831-3580 

LONE STAR STUO 

Hot young Texan 
college student 6'3'. swimmer 
Big hands for a real manly touch. 
Massage/release only. Irv/out 24 hrs. 
TUCKER (212) 787-9738 

MUSCLE MAGIC 

Strong deep sensual massage by 
handsome muscular nude athlete. 
BRAD (2123676-6014 

MUSCULAR JOCK 
Pleasurable expert massage, very 
goodlootang BB 5‘10* 28 years 175 lbs 
Bl eyes Businessmen welcome 
Discraet/safe 
Matt 212-873-2820 

• NUDE• 

ATTRACTIVE 

AFRO-AMERICAN 

MASSEUR! 

Gives deliciously erotic hot oil 
massage in scnsualEy exotic 
atmosphere<release) 

In or Out 

CHARLES 1212)695-0916 

RUB00WN WITH MUSCLE 

11/2 hr deep Swedish rub by sexy guy. 
Reasonable. In/out 
Marc (212)864-0091 

SENSUOUS 90-MINUTE SWEOISH RUB 

By Handsome WASP 
(2121989-6306 

SENSUOUS BODY RUB 
Relaxing, experienced 
Safe & satisfying 
STAN 1212) 243 5519 

SENSUOUS BOOY RUB 

By tall, goodlooking 25 year old 
In/out 24 hours Phillip. 
(212)645-9107 

Stress Releasing 

BodyWork 

Various Techniques Available 
Legit Calls 
(212)721*4547 


TO ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES, 
CALL 219-685-5277 
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SENSUAL MASSAGE 

No phone sex No calls 12am-8am 
DEREK (212)727-2842 


SWIM COACH 

6'2’. 185 lb. gives great rubdown 
CHRIS (212)427-3210 


YOU DESERVE IT! 
Ol, nude, deep tissue 
Swede/Aceu/Reflex 
Handsome yng expert 
JOHN (212M7S-6S50. 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


BLOND RANCH HANO 

From ColoradcVUtah, 6"3* *. 2344. blue 
eyes, boyish good-looks, warm snide. 
Afternoons only Cody (212) 969-0808 


BOY NEXT OOOR 

Companionship and more from tall, m- 
shape attractive mateufvie bonom Open 
and affectionate 21 FR/A or P Discreet 

and safe 

MIKE (212) 239-7345 


COP HUNK 

DISCOVER MANHOOD 
(201) 944-9854 


EROTIC STROKES 
CUTE ATHLETIC LATIN BOY 
5-10*. 150. 22 YEARS OLD 
AVAILABLE FOR SENSUAL MASSAGES 
AND SAFE, REUEVING ROMPS IN THE 
HAY VERY DISCREET AND STRAIGHT 
ACTING. 

TERRY (212) 969-8730 


EUROPEAN CHAMPION 

BLOND. TAN BODY BUILDER. 
6T/22S LB. 50' CHEST, 
29* WAIST. 19* ARMS 
RIPPLING MASS 
BILLY (212)678-5175. 


HOT CALIFORNIA JOCK 

22. N. blue, juicy & big. 3-somes tool 
Upper East Side 
N.ck (212)722-3320. 


HOT. HANDSOME 

28-years-old. uncut, Latin 
Tony 932-1496 


HOT MUSCULAR STUO 
Rubdown by Handsome 
Young Athlete 
Call Steve at 
(212)268-9539 


JUICE EXTRACTOR 

Gives complete satisfaction 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


KYLE 

Very handsome, well-built, 6T. 200 lbs 
Masculme/German hung ttitck (212) 
889-2784 


LOVE 

CONNECTION 

The best guys for the best times. 

All types 

We re here for you. 

Safe, friendly and discreet 

* 24 HOUR SERVICE A 
(212)768-0221 

New applicants welcome. 

MARINE RECRUIT 

Norjh Carolina country boy, 20 yrs, 6T, 
mftry flattop It br hair, is very well- 
equipped and always ready after 7pm. 
Hunter (212)969-0808 


MARK 

HOT SOUTHERN STUD-ATHLETIC. 

SEXY. VERY HANDSOME. 
VERSATILE W/BIG TOOL FR/GR. 
F/FTOP. 6'2*. 30 YEARS 0L0 
VERYFRIENOLY 
(212)721-3810 


MR USA 

S2c, 20a. 30w, SlSOirVout 
You can reach me by calling a digital 
pager. Use a touch tone phone, put your 

* in at the sound of the beep & press 4 
ROB 1212) 845-2465 


MUSCSTUDTOPS 
Hungry bottoms 
(212)254-2734 


MUSCULAR IRISH OUDE 
Ukes to lean back. 32. 510*. 210 Ibc 
Handsome, well-hung 
"Big man. Big Meat* 

Dan (212)459-4152 


NYC'S LATINO ESCORT 

First Latinos Escort Service 
Hottest and Healthiest Models 
One Stop Shopping 
100% Latin Men. Men and More Men. 
Hot Tops. Hot Cops. Leather, 
Musclemen, 41 
$150 an hour and up 24 hours 
Models Interviewed (2121642-6528 


NYC'S HOTTEST HUNKS 
From $150-1st hour 
CALL FORD (212J68S 8771 

Amex welcome • Models interviewed 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


Rock Hard Muscular Blond Stud 

Rugged. Handsome. Ex-marine, Digs 
Service. 

HANK (212)459-4384 


POLICE UNIFORM 
Rubdown by handsome stud. 
6", 165,33. rockhard. outonly 
ROD (212)967-6747 


TEDDY BEARS 
NEW YORK 

from $150/90 minutes out only 
Hot Lunch $95/60 min. out noon-4p.m 

TEDDY BEARS 
BROOKLYN 

from $15Q/90 minutes out only 

TEOOY BEARS 
QUEENS 

from $150/90 minutes out only 

TEODY BEARS 
LONG ISLAND 

from $200/90 minutes out only 

Our escorts are clean cut safe, hot and 
dependable. We will always give 
accurate information and never send an 
unauthorised substitute of your choice. 
If you're tired of being taken or lied to 
and tired of escorts with no personality 
or enthusiasm, call us today! 

(718)158-8113 
Escorts wanted. 

Students, athletes, bodybuilders 
make more money 
Ask for Ted 


-MEN 



Loe Ana*l*i a New Vor** 
FINEST MODELS A ESCORTS 
213 858 seas 
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There mutt be other 


elan. politically ac- 
tiva Into mue* (tka, 
punk, now mu tic), 
animal rlghla. art. Ill- 
aratura, fltmt, ate. 
Sacking ilka minded 
■beane* (non-tmoker 
prat) anyone whote 
Ilia doatn't revolve 
around Madonna. 
Club compt. or 
•Pump Up tha Jam’ 
Plaata write, P.O. 
Bon 20026 oo Patty. 
Tompkint Square 
Station. NY. NY 


aafa texual adven¬ 
ture! write Outweek 
Box 1674 


LESBIAN ACTIVIST 
attractive, athletic, 
tmofcer, reapontlbie. 
tanaitlva. Intelligent. 


WOR KINO THE 
CLA5SIFC09 
Pertonalt-doet thit 
Hull really work? Am 
I rea r flolng to find 
a tan. Vivacout. ten- 
tout woman with 
emarii. wit. and dar¬ 
ing, Warn 28 35. eett- 
tultlcient, and moti¬ 
vated enough to love, 
carea. dance, dine, 
diacourte (Spanlah 
tpeaking a piut) and 
do the New York 
town from olf-oft 
Broadway to warm 
nitet with our VCR't, 
Lera try III I’m game 
Write Outweek Box 
1872 


perienced many ol 
life't challenge t and 
am belter lor It. I'm 


LAUREN—WOW1 
FIVE YEARSII 
Imagine that we’re 
lucky enough to love 
each other in a time 
when I can tell you 


etted Write OulWeek 
Box 1875 


dark city Thequeaton 
it who geta wet 
latter? Outweek Box 
1678 


MOVING TO PHILLY 
27 yr-old Letblan 
Feminitt moving to 


TURN ME OUT! 

I'm alive, tparkiing 
and ready. II the right 
buttont are puahed 
Full-figured, tailored 
and energatlce. 
30ith, bilingual. 


ally <n January want! 
Irlenda Interetied in 
politica. and hanging 
out Write C. Jonea. 
147 W 42 Street. 
Room 603. New York. 


Nvxnber t dra*l choice 
only need apply 
Come tcore with a 
touchdown Write Out¬ 
week Box 1673 


LONELY EX-JEHO¬ 
VAH S WITNESSES 
leatvan tear clung lor 
other Ex JW lettxant 
leltowahip and ccm- 
panlona needed. 


JAMAICAN SEEKS 
LOVER AND FRIEND 
with tente ol humour 


OutWeek Box #_ 

77 Lexington Avenue, Suite 200 
New York NY 10010 


and movlat alto 
camping, ndmg, the¬ 
ater No drugt No 
amoking Honetty a 
mutt Seek tovet be¬ 
tween the age ol 38 
and 54 Send photo 
and phone number 
Outweek Box '906 
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MEN'S PERSONALS 


HEALTHY HORNY 
Handsome. hum*. 
HIV*, looking lor »«fs 
tun relationship not 
nao. 35 all American 
looks, reply M A pho¬ 
to. Specify deeires -11 


HIV « IVWAHC 
qwu » rr 200 toe. 
bi/bi hoi homy hung 


plow trim young offi¬ 
cer's butt Photo re¬ 
quired. no drugs. Send 
pfVpivpct to PO. Bos 
7354. NYC. 10116. 
Firemen accepted too. 

THE OLDER AND 
YOUNG 

QJM, tale 50 s. Euro¬ 
pean background. Ro¬ 
mantic and kind per¬ 
son. opera and classi¬ 
cal music lover. Non- 

drinking. Looklng^or 
relationship with OM. 
20's Into 40'*, Write In 
all confidence, with 
pltolo if possible, to: 
P.O Box 524. New 
York, NY 10268 


NEW YEAR NEW 
HOME: 

Now HU* QWU seeks 

new roMANce. I’m a 
bright, attr. lit, active, 
easygoing guy. 36. 
5’10*. 150 lbs. II 
you've gol smarl*. 


SPIT NEEDS BIG 
young dude (Ike Spit) 
with all his original 
part* (Ilk* Spit) tor 
sweaty sessions in 
Waslungton. DC. Sp* 
knows how to make 
Ns buddy happy Oul- 
week Box 2042 

(212)673-2307 
Expert blow jobs lor 
men with unusuaty fa! 


eotne. blond,German. 
34. In West 60's. Can 
Horst (212) 873-2307. 

GWM, 33. riO". 
165, DARK 

hair, hairy Medltorra- 
nenan, very warm, 
passionate, honest 
seek* GWM. 16-35. 
dean-shaven, smooth 
body, honest and seri¬ 
ous. U R QR/P and 

FR/AP tor relationship 
Phone/photo a must 
POB 1536. NYC. 
10276. 

SHY OUTSIDE PAS¬ 
SIONATE INSIDE 
Decent looking (some 
say handsome), 40. 
135 lb*.. 5-5-. 

bntor/stache. I’m pas¬ 
sionate about Joan 
Baer (her music, pot¬ 
ties), lllm, books, 
h typing (It. Ik^uEsbcs 
Non drtnkar/smokar. 
Lonely, warm, looking 
tar a man to Isal pas¬ 
sion and tova tor. Out- 
wtek Box 2045 

LET rT LAST 
FOR EVER I 

GWM, 34. 5*1 f. 165. 
HIV-N. creative, pro¬ 
fessional. in toll ig ant. 
humorous, looking tor 


tents and hice? Hava 
a nica body and not 
too many qutrkj? Play 
tafaly? Than you're 



art. photography, toey- 
dtog. reading, movtoa. 
music, pats, home, 
and more All we need 
I* love. POB 6260 
Grand Central Station, 
NY. NY 10163. 

TINY ORIENTAL 
GUYS 

or other ‘miniature* 
typos wanted to ser¬ 
vice six fool German 
blond man hung very 
large who likes hi* 

ae egg*—given spe¬ 
cial attention Send 
photo and 

phone—Manhattan. 
Oulweek Box 2047 


lhara's more than 
black leather and 
Dock martini In your 
closet Do you fanta¬ 
size about having a 
good atralght-baeh- 
Ing? Lika to hold 
hand* and Use In pub¬ 
ic? Don't mind mixing 
Boy Bar til 4 a.m. 
Wraadtog Oscar Wilde 


UNCLE SAM 
WANTS YOU 
But I need you more. 
This 6*1* GWM. 31. 


evening* al homa. 
cuddling, nudism, 
good music. I’m hon¬ 
est and caring. 716- 
544-8532:7-10 pm. 

LOVING BM 

SOUGHT BY 
WM. 30». 1651. Mack 
hair, blua ay as. Wa 


BookShop 

lltoMDrOMlfhM 1 


500 HUDSON STREET 
(at Christopher St.) 

New York. NY 10014 
24 HRS 

• MAGAZINES. NOVELTIES 

* PERIODICALS. TOYS. ETC 
•STATE-OF-THE-ART 

SCREENING BOOTHS SHOWING THE NEWEST RELEASES 

NEW YORK'S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEO TAPES FOR SALE OR 
RENT AT THE LOWEST 
PRICES IN TOWN! 

H0IE THAN A IOOKJTORE A LANDMARK. 

SERVING NEW YORK I DRV COMMUNITY FOR OYER 
» TEARl- 
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bl*. you or# 57* to 
5*11* and 20* to 40. 
Give m* a ca* after 9 
pm: (212) 540-8437. 

OUT AS HELL 

SEEKS CLOSET 
CASE 

Do you boat ofl to the 
picture* In M*n'« Fit* 
n**« bocau** you're 
too (cared to buy Tor¬ 
so? Ar* you uptight? 
Do you waara ti* to 
work? Hava a 
ba*rd(not th* facial 
kind)? Than hang 
OUT with mol RxKcu- 
loualy butch but queer 
WM. 27 yre. downtown 
type. w/ hot butt and 
thigh* and lot** mat- 
tag* training taak* 
musculw uptight Qup- 
pla who doatn't gat 
any. ID make you pop 
with PC tala fun. 
Raca. tmokar. bad 
tatla not Important. 
Juat hava a big bad 
and a lot of muscle tor 
ma to grab. Outwaak 
Bo* 2051 

■POST-PUNK- 
GWM. 24 5*1* tJncare 
craatlva and ’mel¬ 
lowed - individual into; 
mualc (Toyah, Hagan, 
Lovioh), old movia*. 
museums, good con- 
vartaliont. Not Into; 
bar*, trend*, crowd* 
or Bon Jovl. Saak* 
cool, dug-free guy tor 
frtandahlp. any raoa or 
ag*. Photo Box 607 
Midwood. NY 11230. 

LONG ISLAND 
GWM, 28. 

5*8*. 145 lb*.. Italian. 


■Ibl* relationship. 
Blond*, 81 ay** a 
plus, but not nacas- 
tary. No drug*. Sari- 
out r*p4a« only. Photo 
ptaaaa Writ* P.O Box 
58. King'* Park. NY 
11754. 

STUDY IN 
CONTRASTS 
Cut* GWM. 26. 6'. 
185. MM. baard. wks 
out. lovat Dapach* 
Mod* and Maria 
CaHa*. MOMA and th* 
Saint. Via Vampire La- 


til dawn. Sks GM, 25- 
35. wrbaard or moua- 
tacha, mca tmil* and 
similarly dlvtrt* 
tatla*. Photo/ phona 
/Mar to Outwaak Box 


I WANT YOUR USED 
weightlifting or motor¬ 
cycle bait*. Will pay 


WHITE MALE IN 
LATE 90 S 

teaks older GWM with 
portly or tuomo build 
with nice nipple* and 
tit* not hairy. Sand 

oTssIMo : < Bof'123L 
Exec Suit*. 330 W 
42nd St., NY. NY 
10036. GWM over 45. 
dmbby* naad apply. 

BE MY VALENTINE 
Lat'* gat tarlou*. 
GWM, 41. 5'r 195 
successful secure 


phone number. P.O. 
Box 31 Jackson 
Height*. NY. 11372. 

CZECH IT OUT 
Looking lor new 
friend* to (hare good 
lima*. GWM. 42. 170, 
5*8*. staeh*. work-out 
body, baking, tnendy. 
handtom*. Czsch- 
Amar, Into massage. 
Jto, kissing. Jock*Crape, 
hot look*, duo* or 


ITS GROWING 
BACK!! 

My bawd, that I*. I'm 
an opinionated. Irrev¬ 
erent, tarlou* and 
easy-going Manhat¬ 
tanite who enjoy* 
laughing hard, two- 
•tapping and cut* man 
with tight butt*. GWM. 
32. 6'. 165, blto'br. 
non-tmokar. HIV* 
looking lor a hot. hap¬ 
py. *an* and tober 
man 25-40 (bottom a 
♦) to go on a data or 
to a movie. Sand pho¬ 
to and a not* about 
yourself to PO Box 
7354, NY 10116. 

SUPER FAT 
450 LBS!! 

SWM. 5*11 ”, 30'*. 

soak* tubmlativ* 


malasto kneel be¬ 
tween my lag* and 
worship your new 
matter. Must b* d>»- 
creat. AIDS Ire*. Pho¬ 
to/phona to Box 629 
40-19 164th Street. 
Quean*. NY 11358. 
Ybur fantasy killlladt 

GWM. 29,5'8-. 

145, CUTE/ 
Watpy, Classically 
trained musician, NYU 
Grad Student. I enjoy 


of monogwnout rela¬ 
tionship. ages 18-40. 
Outwaek Box 2020 

RELATIONSHIP 

WANTEO 

BM 32 5*11*. versa***, 
many Interest*. I Ilk* 
WM's mostly to 50 yre. 
Rad hair a ♦. II you 
ar* in NY, Boston or 
Canada. Contact m* 
so we can meat. Plx 
and 8 Alan 14603 KA- 
llon SL Van Nuyt. CA 
91411. 

AT YOUR DISPOSAL 
B.W/M slave. 42. oba- 
drerrt, subservient and 
eager to pleas*. Avail¬ 
able to dominant 
males and couples. 

Th* meaner th* better 
P.D.S. P.O. Box 119 
Murray Hill Station, 
NY. NY 10156. 

DO YOU SET THE 
ROOMS ON FIRE? 
Od. Ikng GWM. 25. 
tal, bi/br into astrolo¬ 
gy, working out. NYC 
good times, seeks 
GWM. masculine, 
muse, into th* same 
and more. 21*. must 
have good sans* of 


lit*. S/M. 8/D. Virgo* 
need not reply. 
Photo/lattar/phon*. 
Outwaek Box 2024 


ASIAN MASTER 
NEEOEO 

by GWM tor SM. You 
25-40, lean, maan. 



ALL-MALE MINI THEATER 

(Lower Level) 

Mon -Sat llam-llpm / Sun 10am-7pm 


Ann Street 

Adult Entertainment Center 

21 Ann Street ibtwn. Broadway & Nanau St 
New York City / (212)267-9760 
Mon -Fn 7am-11pm / Sat lOam-llpm 
Sun I0am-7pm 



t *ho _- 


LARGE SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEOS/ MAGAZINES /SCREENING BOOTHS 

■ ■ ■ 

NOVELTIES / PERIODICALS / TOYS / ETC 

■ ■ ■ 

VIDEO RENTALS / MEMBERSHIP PLANS 

lOMMUfos-iirsM 
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••rv. ASIAN MAS- 
TEN. Any Mia scene 
lor rtgM guy. I do whal 
I'm told Novtca. «hy, 
o.k. Roply, ph/ph lo 
Oi«»Mk Box 2026 

HANDSOME MTU 
STUDENT 

Jock. 25. Italian, dim. 
athlaUc, clean-cut, 
gsntts yal atrong, ton, 
raakt artfacfiva. sub 
muuva, lamme-TV-TS 
lo tarvloo ma oil. 
Campus altar work- 
outs/classes PO Bor 
20015. NYC. 10028. 

YUPPIES WANTED: 
Do you go lo work in a 
pin slrlpad sullTDo 
you Ilka lo llstan to 
Moran w«h your Sun¬ 
day brunch? Do you 
Ilka lo spand Satur¬ 
days m a gal ary and 
shopping In D F Saun- 
dars? If you said yas 

you'ra between 27-35 
and If you think oppo- 
sltas attract, than lot's 
gal logalhar. I am a Q 
W M 29 IIS 5'tO* 
artistic and vary era 
atare. warm, funny, M- 
tractlva and vary 


haalthy. I lova long 
walks and holding 
hands, cuddling I am 
looking lor aomaona to 


GLORY HOLE 
SERVICE 

Hot, no nonaanss 
cocksucfcsr, 34. really 
gats down for major 
dudas hung biggsr 
than ma (10*.) Looks, 
aga, raca unimportant, 
cock sir# Is. Just ba 
hot and raady tor a 
rootmltkln you wool 
soon forgot. DT at- 
aurad. Ssnous calls 
only. No J/O no fats. 
Ck*a (212) 081-3601. 

QUIET BUT 
PASSIONATE 
Wa haven't yal mat 


GWM, 37. 5‘8*. 145. 
attractlva and In 
shapa. P.O. Box 540, 
NYC 10181. 

ALTAR BOUND 

GWM. 37. 210lbs, 
tasks GM for dating, 
movlat. Broadway, 
qulat dinners, safe 
tax. possible retstwn- 
ship. All letters an¬ 
swered. reoahrsd with 
current photo, latter, 
tel 8. to: AS L.T.8. 
20278, NYC, 10011. 

MIND OVER 
MATTER I 

Can I believe tiat youl 
ba tme? 18 grvs I a by 
with someone new. 
This considerably 
handsoma GBM. 23. 
5'8*, It looking for 
soma fun and action 
born you who ought be 
Ste right guy. If you're a 
GBM. age 18-28, sand 

Oulwaak Box 1863 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 
IN ALL THE WRONG 
PLACES 

Wanted: Young man 
single and free? Me 
too. They say you 
can't hurry love, but ■ 


PERSONAL OF THE WEEK 


OUT AS HELL SEEKS 
CLOSET CASE 
Do you beat off lo the pictures 
In Men's Fitness because 
you’re loo scared to buy Tbr- 
so? Are you uptight? Do you 
wears tie to work? Have a 
beard(not the facial kind)? 
Then hang OUT with mel 
Ridiculously butch but queer 


seeme to need a bt of 

help. GWM. 30'lsh, 
cute, sexy end hand¬ 
some Is looking for 


combination ol high 
profile activities as 

wa« as quasi times at 


am. So stop In the 
name of love and write 
If you are Interested In 
performing a duet. 
Outweek Box 1884 


needless stress and 

Cong tor simpler, less 
complicated Me that is 
somehow richer and 
more grounded. Am 
attractive 34, 6‘3*. 
170, of able mind and 
open heart. Would 
take great comfort 
sharing life and love 
wdh kindred man. Out¬ 
week Box 1904 


WM, 27 yrs. downtown typa, 
w/ hot butt and thighs and lot- 
ta massage training seeks 
muscular uptight Guppie who 
doesn’t get any. IT make you 
pop with PC safe fun. Race, 
smoker, bad taste not impor¬ 
tant. Just have a big bed and 
a lot of muscle lor me to grab. 
Outweek Box 2051 


True bottom seeks big 
gun for safe sex, tun. 
possible relationship. 
Answer with explicit 


JS, LTS 20053. NYC. 
10011. I'm GWM. 
2106, S'U*. hairy 


CLASS ACT 
REOUREO 
GWM. 38-5'10*-145- 
brn. hndm seeks 
GWM who Is worldly, 
tasteful and has grip 
on really. Taed of self. 
Impressed queens. 
Lkng tore man whosa 
interests Include s/s 














OUTRAGEOUS BULLETIN BOARO- 

Leive a message or listea to one left by other men 
CONFERENCE * With op to 8 hot guys 
MANSCAN - Exclusive one on nat rematch teatore 
THE BACK ROOM - Privately ceded coaarctions 

99e PEP MINUTE/ YOU MUST BE 1 a 


meet 


Safer Sex Guidelines 


1. USE A CONDOM WHEN FUCKING. Avod 
oil-based tubncants such at baby oil. 
Vaseline. Cnsco etc. M they can cause con¬ 
doms to break Instead use water-baaed 
lubes lice KY The older a condom, the less 
reliable, so fired condoms whose marxrfactur 
on' dates are less than three montfa old 


USE DENTAL DAMS OURING ORAL 
VAG INAL SEX. HV is patent m some 
emourts n vaginal secretions urma. man 
strual Wood, and nlecnorv-releted vaginal 


7 AVOIO EXCESSIVE ALCHOHOL OR DRUG 

USE. Many people are uruble to mortem 
safer sex pradces after gettra Iwgh 


NEVER SHARE WORKS This irekudesnee- 
dtoi syringes, droppers, spoone, coftora or 
cookers It you must reiai wortu dean Ihem 
arter each use with bleach, p n an emergen¬ 
cy wrih fubbmg alcohol or vodi, by drawing 
Ihe sokiton «mo the needle three times end 
than dawng dean water no the needle 
three times 


USE A CONDOM DURING ORAL SEX. If 

you dent, ayod placing the head of yerjr 
panner’i cock m you mouth WV-mfacted 
cum or precum can entei your bloodstream 
through cuts, tsars or ulcers n your mouth 


I DON’T HESITATE TO: Fuck with a condom, 
hare pal sex with a condom Play with, but 
den‘1 share, dean sen toys, nbrrors and dlF 
does Enjoy massage, hugging mastcrbation 
(alone, with a partner or me group), and role 

pNy«0 













A 


huitlere. Reply to: 
P.O. Box S3. 4MA 
Hudson Street, NY. 


tho right guy. Photo 
help* Outwook Box 


gymbody. big bail. iki 
another Intolligont, 
ipirituxl. handeome, 
GWM w,‘etaeh tor trev- 


Listen to New Yorkers mt you what 


DIVi 

THAI 

i 


1 - 900 - 456-7890 


ONLY 95 € A MINUTE 


Mark Dates.., 


I WANNA FUCX 
A COP 

Spread thoie cop- 
chaoka and bogI 
OWM 32. 1<S. 

bfcfer, board, roady to 
plow trim young offl- 
oar’a butt. Photo re¬ 
quired, no drupe. 9ond 
ptVph/pot to P.O. Box 
7354, NYC. 10115. 
Firemen accepted too 

THE OLDER AND 

OJM. M^SOa. Euro¬ 
pean background. Ro¬ 
mantic and kind per- 


Mf.kt New Friends... 


Share Phone Fantasies! 


' r THEN LEAVE YOCR ANSWER IN COMPLETE PRIVACY 

970-CALL oi* exclusive Electronic Mail. Box System 

1973-2 235 ) 


DIAL 

970-LOAD 


Vic number satis it all! 


vary muaoutor M or B8 
lor regular exploalve 
arkday aetlon. Cheat 
hair a muel. your pic 
gate mine. Send to 
Box 306, Brooklyn. NY 
11217. 


A different 
homy hunk 
every time you call. 


SPIT NEEDS BK2 
ydung dude like M 
with ell hla original 
part* (Ilka Spit) lor 

•weaty eeetlona In 


HEALTHY HORNY 

Hondaome. hung 
HIVe. looking tar aa* 
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ATKOL VIDEO 


•Join ATKOL's Discount Club, nnly $25 a >eur and lake an a 
lO** olT. Hi nt liditis for unit $9.95 prr month. \ idem arc Iron 

$59.95. ATKOL 

BOX 25% MUHLENBERG STATION 
\ T •*> PLAINFIELD. NJ 07060 r 

otastcfCwdJ 800-8X-ATKOL 

<201 > 756-0601 in No* Jersey C 

_U_nlcJo(_n<j_£Jio^iu»i; \l. nlii>n I >m\V,, l l,.r I KM nil 


additional 
m $19.95- 


Washington, DC. Spit 
knows how to maka 
his buddy happy Out- 
waak Bo* 2042 

(212) 873-2307 
Expart blow Jobs lor 
man with unusually tat 

around It Is whan you 
can. rm hot w*d hand- 
soma. blond,German, 
34. m Wast 60 s Cafl 
Horst (212) 873-2307. 

OWM, 33, no-. 

165, DARK 

hair, hairy MedMerrs- 
nanan, vary warm, 
passlonata. honast 
saaks QWM. 10-35. 
ciaan-shaven. smooth 
body, honast and vari¬ 
ous. U R GRIP and 
FR/AP tor relationship 
Phona/pholo a must 
POB 1538, NYC, 
10276. 

SHY OUTSIOE/PAS- 
SIONATE INSIDE 
Decent looking (soma 
say handtoma), 40. 
135 lbs., 5-5’. 
bf/bn'stacha. I’m pas¬ 
slonata about Joan 
Baaz (her music, poe 
ties), film, books, 
keeping fit. linguistics 
Non drinker/smoker. 
Lonely, warm, looking 
tor a man to leal pas- 


LET IT LAST 
FOREVER! 
QWM. 14. rif. 165, 
HIV-N. creative, pro¬ 
fessional. intelligent, 
humorous, looking lor 
uncut man who Is 
ready to satSa down In 
loving, monogamous 


Is love. POB 6280 
Grand Central Station. 
NY. NY 10163. 

TINY ORIENTAL 
GUVS 

or other ‘miniature* 
types wanted to ser¬ 
vice six loot German 
blond man hung very 
large who likes his 

as eggs-glvan spe¬ 
cial attention. Sand 
photo and phone— 


ACT UP CLONE? 
Pina with me. I know 
th era's more than 
black leather and 
Dockmartins In your 
closet Do you tanta- 
slxe shout having a 
good straight-bash¬ 
ing? Lika to hold 
hands and Mss In pub¬ 
lic? Don't mind mixing 
Boy Bar til 4 a.m. 
wresting Oscar WUde 
on Sunday over crois¬ 
sants and Jtioa? Hava 
a nice body and not 
too many quirks? Play 
safely? Than you’re 
tor me and fm tor you 
Parson ol net-eo-mudi 
color w.dancer's body 
and staal blue eyas, 
decidedly unchle bm 
heir. 5-9*. seeks a ight 
luok buddy relation¬ 
ship. with option i lor 


ORDER FORM ON 
PAGE 96 









THE LEATHER LINE 



TALK LIVE WITH 
HOT LEATHER MEN 
24 HOURS DAILY! 


TOPS - BOTTOMS 
jag*®*** 


95 CENTS PER MINUTE 
^S ZOO FIRST MINUTE^ 

< You must be 18 or older ) 


1-900-999-6576 

1-900-999-OK-SM 












































































WITH DICKS 


550-9999 


(212 71$. 516. 914) 








CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 


Name.. 


Address_ 


City/State/Zip_ 
Phone_ 


All OutWeek Classified Advertising is prepaid 

The Deadline « NOON MONDAY. one week before on-sale date. 

OutWeek reserves the nght to edit, reject or rewrite any advertisement 

In case of error on our pan. no refunds additional insertions only 

$15 00 fee for copy changes or cancellations 

Mail sent to Out Week Box fs is forwarded weekly, on Tuesdays 

OutWeek boxes are NOT to be used for the distribution of bulk mail or advertising circulars 

FOR YOUR SAFETY. NO STREET ADORESSES ARE PERMUTED IN THE PERSONALS SECTION 

OUTWEEK BOX » s OR PO BOXES ONLY 


Return this entire page, 
with appropriate payment, to: 
OutVWeek Classifieds 
77 Lexington Avenue 
New York. NY 10010. 


CLASSIFIED RATES: 

$3 per line (seven line 
minimum) Please conform your 
ad copy lo the grid 

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS 

4x ___„10% 

13*.. 15% 

28jl..20% 

PERSONALS RATES: 

$1 per line (seven late 
minimum) Please conform 
your ad copy to the grid 

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 
RATES: 

$2S/column inch Pease inquire 
for frequency discounts Column 
width 1 7/8* 


CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 

One letter, space, or punctuation mark per box. 


J__—L 


PERSONALS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


_lines © $1 00 (seven line minimum^ 


Category. 


times_weeks ad is to run 


_lines® $3 00 (seven line minimum)* 


Give me an OutTWeek 8ox * 

and forward my mail each week for_ 

months © $20 per month = 

Telephone verification charge 

(if your phone * appears m ad) © $10 00 « 


times_weeks ad is to run 

if ad is to run four or more times, 
deduct appropriate frequency discount 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: _ TOTAL ENCLOSED: 

Charge my Visa / Mastercard Acct t. _Exp.:_ 

Signature:_ 









OutWeek Crossword 

by Greg Boeshans 

Edited by Gabriel Rotcllo 



SOLUTION IN NEXT WEEK'S OUTWEEK ON SALE MONDAY 


ACROSS 
1. Time periods 
5. Qualified 

9. Social skill 
13- Took a cab 
14. Embrace 

16. Daughter of Gaea 

17. Pace 

19. Von Stroheim 

20. 'The one to remain hung_ 

and passionately kiss'd him.* 
(Whitman, 'What Think You I 
Take My Pen in Hand?*) 


24. Flcur-dc - 

25. Swashbuckler’s item 
2R Cheer on 

30. Fast jet 
33- Discerns 

34. "Holyf_! bodies! suffering! 

magnanimity!' (Ginsberg, 
■Howl*) 

35- Eastern religious sect 
36 H inter 


Freudian components 
Equitable 
Crudest mo. 

Spouse 
Meet event 
Pigpen 

Pollute 

ACT UP target 
Grads-to-be 

‘While the one to deport tightly ' 

prest the one to_.* (Second 

line of Whitman couplet) 

Run_ 

Greek classic 
Kampf 
Exhaust 

Produce a heiffer 
Italian wine center 
Fr. holy women 
Belgian river 
See 17 across 


2. Mottled 
3- Mine entrance 

5- Pacts 
6 Dabs 

7. Strikeout 

8. Spanish, being 

9. Highschoolers 

10. Site 

11. Fashionable 

12. Half a pendulum swing 
15. Sitting room 

21. Make a wage 

22. Does 55 down 

25. Did 55 down 

26. Needing 55 down 

27. Kayak need 

28. Cowboy social 
29 Adjective ending 

30. Dirty 

31. "You made me want to be a 

.* (Ginsberg, 'America*) 

32. Legal wrong 

33. Pate de fob_ 

37. 'America t hem bad Rus¬ 
sians." (Ginsberg, 'America*) 

38. Calendar abbr. 

40. Fashion length 

41. In ( frenzied) 

42. Pedestrian 

43. Hurt 

47. Deceives 
48 dose_ 

49. Vermin 

50. Exude 

51. Social consideration 

52. 'Now_me...* 

53- Musician Lofgren 

54. Amo, . a mat 

55. Pause 

56. Small insea 

57. Cut roses 


DOWN 
1. Hence 
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